THE NATIONAL ERA. 



G. BAILEY, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR; JOHN G. WHITTIER, CORRESPONDING EDITOR. 


VOL. Ill—NO. 50. 

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1849. 

- — - -.-. t - .. ■.■*- - -.- i - -.-. r - - —. 

WHOLE NO. 154. 


The National Era Is Published Weekly, on Seventh 
Street, opposite Odd Fellows' Hall. 

TERMS. 

Two dollars per annum, payable in advance. 

Advertisements not exceeding ten lines inserted 
three times for one dollar; every subsequent inser¬ 
tion, twenty-five cents. 

All communications to the Era, whether on 
business of the paper or for publication, should 
be addressed to (3. Bailey, Washington , D. C. 


BUELL fc BLANCHARD, PRINTERS. 


THE NATIONAL ERA. 


WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 10, 1849. 

LITERARY NOTICES. 


Some three or four years ago, several exceed¬ 
ingly spirited lyrics appeared in a Western 
/Pennylvania newspaper. They were not finished 
productions; they Beemed not so much the off¬ 
spring of deliberate reflection, as of sudden im¬ 
provisation. There was nothing commonplace 
about them. They were noticeable for their en- 
ergy, enthusiasm, beauty, abandonment to the 
emotions by which they were prompted, and the. 
evidently spontaneous adaptation of language and 
rhythm to their subjects. Soon after, a series of 
letters, brilliant, witty, and piquant, appeared in 
Willis’s New York Mirror, under the signature 
of Grace Greenwood; and we were oertainly 
somewhat Surprised to learn that the authorship 
of these letters, and of the poems which had first 
attracted our notice, could be traced to one and 
the same person—to a young lady, whose home 
was on the western slope of the Alleghanies. To 
the letters succeeded a series of tales from the 
same pen, which have appeared in different peri¬ 
odicals. These last have been widely copied and 
admired, but, in our view, are by no means the 
most creditable productions of their writer. 
Many of them are witty and amusing, but they 
lack simplicity; there are too many foreign 
phrases—-a trifle too much of good things in the 
way of love-makings—and the heroes and heroines 
of Borne of them are not such as have fallen in the 
way of our experience, or within the range of our 
conjectures of the possibilities of what is called 
fashionable society. The truth is, the writer is 
not at home in such delineations—for which, let 
her be devoutly thankful! Let her oount it no 
matter of regret that, to use her own words, she 
is “ not of the ore of which fine ladies are formed; 
that the atmosphere of the woods and fresh earth 
is about her; and that, like Macgregor’s, her foot 
is firmest on her native turf.” 

The volume before us consists of a oolleotion of 
Prose Sketches and Letters. Among the first, we 
need not say to the readers of the Era, in which 
it originally appeared, that the “ Rose-wreathed 
Gross ” is a simple, touching, and beautiful 
story, reminding one of Mackenzie’s La Roche. 
“The Irish Daughter” is full of the pathos 
pf truth in its delineation <of the sorrows and 
loves of a simple emigrant family. The humorous 
burlesque of “ International Copyright,” in which 
some half-score of our American authors appear 
as complainants against the licensed piracy of 
publishers on both sides of the Atlantio, is the 
best thing of the kind we have Been'sinoe Horaoe 
Smith’s “ Rejected Addresses.” A good carica¬ 
ture is necessarily a recognisable likeness, as it is 
the exaggeration of w.ell-known peculiarities, and 
these imitations, no Sir as manner and language 
are concerned, are so ludioruously life-like that 
the friends of the victims cannot fail to “ know 
them at first sight.” Longfellow translates from 
the German of an unpronounceable name, a poem 
in which the old authors of renown are represent¬ 
ed as wailing and wandering on the wrong Bide of 
the Styx, and in full view of Elysium, unable to 
pay Charon for their passage over the river: 

Their deep, despairing cry, 

The first, the last, tie only tear 

Is brushed from Charon’s eye! 

He fills his boat with bardie shades, 

He turns it from t.he rhore; 

And now they pase the Stygian flood, 

But work their passage o’er / ” 

Dr. Holmes gives us “ Apollo in America,” repre¬ 
senting the god in reduced circumstances, emi¬ 
grating to the New World, and undertaking the 
business of author—a poem which would anywhere 
pass for genuine. It has the ring of sterling 

The “Letters” constitute the best part of the 
book. In them, the writer’s freedom, freshness, 
and strong individuality, are fully developed. All 
the moods of a versatile and buoyant nature have 
free play. She ha3 keen perceptions of the, ludi¬ 
crous, and quick and earnest sympathies. Humor 
deepens into pathos; merriment, too hearty, per¬ 
haps, for the primness of conventional propriety, 
alternates with profoundest sorrow over the 
Wrongs and sufferings of humanity. Here is a 
specimen of her humor, from a playful ideal jour¬ 
ney, in which she puts a “girdle round the 

“ I would fain linger on the shores of the Dead 
Sea, to search out that record of feminine folly 
that memorable warning to woman-kind, that 
shining mark of man’s reproach, the unfortunate 
helpmeet of the Patriarch, once a good wife, un¬ 
doubtedly, but now chiefly distinguished for her 
saline qualities. Perhaps it is a weakness in me, 
but I have always had great charity for that wo¬ 
man of the olden time. Let us reflect how hard 
it must have gone with her to leave, with so little 
warning, all her old gossips and neighborly cro¬ 
nies ; her agreeable city home, with ail the pleas¬ 
ures and conveniences of the metropolis, and go 
vagabondizing off into the rural districts. And 
then if she were a good housewife, how hard to 
forsake her household comforts, associations, and 
duties; the well-filled wardrobe, the granary, the 
larder; the cow in the stall, the hen on the nest, 
the linen in the loom, the morning cream on the 
milk! No wonder that home, love, and womanly 
regrets, overcame her, and that she turned to take 
a last fond look, even at the peril of petrifying in¬ 
to a solemn and mournful warning; of becoming a 
crystallization of her own tears.” 

There is a vien of drollery and humor in her 
description of her dog Tom, or “ Thomas,” as she 
prefers strangers to call him, which reminds 
of some of Lamb’s letters to Bernard Barton. 

“ Verily, a dog of pleasant humor and infinite 
waggery, is Tom. I took the handsome fellow to 
have his daguerreotype taken, a few days since. 
Why, the creature had no taste for the fine arts, 
or a contempt for this particular branch. It was 
as though he knew that Rubens and Hogarth and 
Landseer had painted worse looking dogs, and 
would not be daguerrootyped. Naturally grace¬ 
ful as he is, he managed to throw himBelf into the 
most outre and ludicrous attitudes, and.by his 
restlessness and awkwardness almost forfeited- 
his good reputation as a setter. He sometimes 
appeared on theplatewith one nose more than even 
a hunting dog needs for soent; sometimes like those 
monster lambs exhibited at museums with two 
heads and two tails. At last, he stretched himself 
at full length and fell asleep, and we resolved to 
have, him thus taken. Presently his do^uerreo- 
type was before us. He looked like a Spaniard 
enjoying his siesta. There was the utmost aban¬ 
don of taking-it-easy comfort in figure, a fine tone 
of aristocratic repose; but I missed the better 
standing posture, the animated, up-turned nose, 
the graceful droop of the ear, and the large, dark, 
luminous eyes, the life in every limb: in short, it 
looked like a portrait taken after death, and sug¬ 
gested mournful fancies. To-morrow, we intend, 
making another effort. We think of fastening a 
tempting piece of meat to the ceiling above, far 
out of his reaob. His eager look of hopeful aspi¬ 
ration will, we think, give a fine effect to the pic¬ 
ture. It will seem as though he heard a voice we 
could not hear—the voice of the hunter Adonis 
cheering his dogs over the Elysian Fields, or wei 
just about to set the Ursa Major.” 

We have only room for a single extract of 


widely different character, from the closing letter, 
describing the Agnus Dei of Stein-hausen, the 
German sculptor; the infant Jesus leaning 
against the cross, With the serpent under its feet. 

“ On the brow of the God-child rests a light, 
holy and prophetic, whose rays stream backward 
from the golden days to come. 11 is not alone the 
radiance shaken from the wing of the spirit-dove, 
as he went down into Jordan; not caught from 
the first adoring look of the unsealed eyes of men 
born blind. It is not of the sudden morn which 
broke upon Lnzarus’s night of death ; not of the 
joy which illumined the desolate home of the 
widow of Nain ; not of the holy hope which shone 
throgh the tears of the Magdalene. It is not a 
gleam of the awful splendors of transfiguration, 
nor auriole of a triumphant ascension, nor the 
glory raying off from the crown of martyrs. It is 
the joy of Heaven over the regeneration of earth; 
the noontide light of a world’s perfect redemption, 
whioh batheB the young.brow of the world’s future 
Redeemer. 

“ It were well for us to take this serene, pro¬ 
phetic light into our souls, lest, as we look abroad 
and behold war, oppressions, and innumerable 
woes, our faith fail us, andwemurmur : ‘ Oh, tears 
of Mont Olivet, oh, blood-drops of Calvary, ye were 
shed in vain 1”—lest the cry of impatient anguish 
break too often from our lips, 1 How long, oh 
Lord, how long 1’ 

“ While it is ours 1 to labor and to wait,’ it is a 
joy to know that ; amid her degradation, her sor¬ 
rows, and her crimes, earth still oherishes deep in 
her bruised heart a sweet hope, holy and inde¬ 
structible, that the day of her redemption draweth 
nigh; the day foretold by the fire-touched lips of 
the prophets, the day whose coming was hailed by 
tbe martyrs in hosannas which rang through 
their prison-walls, and went up amid the flames ; 
the day of the fulfilment of the angels’ song, the 
day of the equality taught by Jesus in the temple, 
on the Mount., and by the wayside, the day of the 
peace, the rest, and the freedom of God.” 

We need not say that, like everything from the 
hands of its publishers, this volume is a neat and 
elegant specimen of the typographical art. 

J. G. W. 

IEJI3. By Alice and Phcvbe Carey. Moss & Brother, 
Philadelphia. Pp. 284. 

We opened this elegant little book not without 
me degree of pride in the reflection that we 
id been one of the first to recognise the rare 
and delioate gifts of its young authors, and that 
they had been introduced to the public mainly 
through the columns of the Era. We miss in 
this collection some of our favorite pieces, and re¬ 
gret that their places have been filled by others, 
o worthy of preservation, whose occasional 
beauty and felicity of expression are marred by 
signs of haste and carelessness. Alice Carey oc¬ 
cupies the first and largest portion of the book. 
Her poems evince the imaginative power of the 
true poet—the divine creative faculty. Her mu¬ 
sical instinct is seldom at fault, and there is some¬ 
thing peculiarly delioate and graceful in the 
sweet, half-pensive flow of her verse. Phoebe 
Carey is a stronger and more vigorous writer— 
she has less of wild fancy than her sister, but her 
pieces are on the whole more perfect—she less 
often sacrifices reason to rhyme, and meaning to 
melody. “ Love at the Grave ” is a poem intense 
with passion. We should be inclined to copy 
“Our Homestead,” “ ChalmerB,” and the sweet 
little poem entitled “ Morning,” were it not that 
the readers of the Era are already familiar With 

Some of the minor pieces and songs in this col¬ 
lection are remarkable for their harmony and 
lyrical beauty. We give two stanzas from “ The 
Mill Maid.” 

“ Each Sabbath time along the aisle 
Her step more faintly sounded, 

The light grew paler iff her Smile, 

Her cheek Jess softly rounded; 


il crying, 


id lily ha 


“ The mill wheel for a day is still, 
The spindle ceased its plying, 
The little homestead on the hill 
Looks: sadder for her dying; 

But, ere the third time in the spire 
The Sahbath bell is ringing, 

Not one of all the village choir 


Will m 


mill mi 


The moral tone of these poems is unexception¬ 
able, and in the freest play of their fancy and 
imagination the writers never lose sight of Chris¬ 
tian reverence and humility. We cheerfully 
commend them and their volume to the public 
favor. J. G. W. 

For the National Era 

TO MISS ALICE CAREY, THE "DISSATISFIED,” 

BY FRANCES d. CAGE. 

Why art thou sad, sweet sister of the Lyre? 

Hath the world, erst so bright, grown cold and pale? 
What hath so smothered the warm, home-lit fire, 

Or turned to sadness the once cheerful tale ? 

Are the bright flowers all withered ? fjath the lark 
Ceased to soar upward, with its dear note shrill? 

Hear ye nb bird like warbling in the dark ? 

Nought hut the night-song of the whip-poor igiUl- 
Hath disappointment compassed thee around, 

Wrapping thy spirit in her gloomy shroud? 

Oan’st thou not pierce the darkness so profound? 

Are there no golden fringes to thy “eland?” 

Why art thou, .sister, thus with “Fate a( war,” 

While Nature at thy feet Such gifts is flinging ? 

Why worship’st thou “ the unattained and far,” 

While all around thee founts of joy are springing? 

Oh! let me whisper thee, while yet ye grieve, 

A maxim of the wiae one, spoke of old— 

“’Tis far more hless’d to give than to receive, 

And wisdom is of greater worth than gold ” 

Haet thou not much to give ? Give, and be blest; 

Pour forth thy wisdom in the tide of song, 

, Cheer the desponding, comfort the distrest, 

Reclaim the erring, and rebake the wrong. 

Are there no drooping wanderers by thy way, 

Wrestling, though faintly, with the ills of life,. 

Who olatm from thee a stirring, hope-tuned lay, 

To speed them on to nobly end the etrife ? 

Are there no spirits, generous, true, and brave, 

Whose holy aspirations meet thine own, 

Fearlessly battling for tbe suffering slave ? 

Can’st thou not give to them an answering tone i 
Hast thou no cares and duties? If’t be so, 

Thou hast the bitterest oup that e’er was tasted, 

To drain even to the dregs of human Woe; 

Then is thy “ Hope” indeed “ a ship unmasted.” 

Duties are pleasures to the earnest soul, 

And never was there rieher guerdon won, 

(E’en though with weary feet we res oh the goal,) 

To know aud feel each duty nobly done. 

And, sister, tbou hast joy and love and hop e; 

Up, then, to duty, with thy mind and might: 

Make thou humanity’s great truths thy scope; 

Learn-to be happy in the cause of right. 

Ke-sttSng thy Lyre, and let the sound ofmirth 
And'hopeand love be mingled with each lay; 

Greet with a cheerful song the social hearth, 

And thousand hearts shall bless thee day by day. 
Mount Airy s October 19, 1849 


THE NON-EXTENSION OF SLAVERY. 

Having referred in a former article to the too 
frequent occurrence of treachery to tbe North 
upon the part of its politicians. 1 now come to a 
more agreeable theme, the prevalence of \pubiic 
opinion against the extension of slavery. 1 assert 
it as undeniable, that, of thefsofle of the Union, 
a vast majority are against the extension of sla¬ 
very. The citizens of all the free States, and 
thousands and thousands at the South, are saying 
to the oppressor, thus far and no farther shalt 
thou go. Could a numerical expression of all the 
voters in the United States'be taken upon this 
subject alone, it would make the man tremble 
who is thinking of the official consideration, or of 
the golden bribe. 

Knowing this, the supporters of Mr. Cass, 
though reluctantly adhering to him, declared al¬ 
most universally in the free States for “ Cass and 
Free Soil.” 

He who occupies the Presidential office was 


elected upon almost the same grounds, as far as 
slavery is concerned. Had not General Taylor 
written his letter to Truman Smith, saying that, 
if the proviso restricting the spread of slavery 
Were to pass, he would not veto it, he never mould 
have been elected by Northern votes. It gave him the 
election to the Presidency; and the non-observ¬ 
ance of that pledge will give him an overwhelm¬ 
ing defeat,.- He willhowever labor, through the 
agency of party cliques and party managers, to 
make each of the two former parties yield to sla¬ 
very, that no proviso or restriction may trouble 
him concerning the fulfilment of his engagement. 

The Free Soil men, those whose glorious prin¬ 
ciples give assurance of better times and better 
days for our Republic, in the future, three hun¬ 
dred thousand strong, though they have not the 
offices, and care for them less, have won the high¬ 
est, noblest triumph. They have placed their 
principles in the ascendency, not only in their 
own, but among the people in each of the two 
other parties. Had they been numbered as sla- , 
very reckons the slaveholders, taking into their 
numbers all their connections and friends, the 
Free Soil men would be over a million strong. j 

Two-thirdsof the white population of the Union | 
are against the extension of slavery. The slaves 
will not seek to add to the duration of their ser¬ 
vitude. Three-fourths—aye, more—of the pop¬ 
ulation of the United States are, therefore, for 
firmly resisting the demands of the advocates of 
this evil—that it be extended over territory free. 
Leaving it, as it must- he left, to the free citizens 
of the Union, while they hold to no political in¬ 
terference with slavery in the States where it 
exists, will not the two-thirds of the voters of the 
Union forget their former partisan animosities, 
and unite for a purpose which tho good of this 
and of every land must approve? Will their 
representatives dare to disregard the repeated ex¬ 
pressions of their will, that the limits of human 
bondage should not be extended ? Assuredly 
they will not, unless they desire to be bid by their 
constituency to leave the public stage of action 
forever. Even one who had been supposed to be 
hostile to freedom, hostile to his own Northern 
State, is heard exclaiming, that between the pres¬ 
ent condition of our nation, and national beatitude, 
there exists only the institution of slavery. If 
their representatives in Congress give expression 
to the will of the people of all parties—if they 
are as united upon this subject as their constitu¬ 
ency are unanimous in condemnation of the de¬ 
signs of John C. Calhoun—slavery can never ad¬ 
vance beyond its present limits; it will be a check 
till those of similar sentiments are more strongly 
united in organization. The people then com¬ 
bining under one common banner, for the accom¬ 
plishment of one common purpose, while advanc¬ 
ing steadily forward, will give utterance to those 
glorious truths, which will cause the captive to 
hope, and the millions to rejoiee. 

X. Y. Z. 


THE MOTHER-IN-LAW. 

ASIOEV OF THE ISLAND ESTATE. 


THE DRAWING-ROOM AT MONT CRYSTAL. 

“ I know the spot; 

The curtained windows half exclude the light, 

Yet eager still to make their way, 

A thousand elfin sunbeams bright, 

Glittering about the carpet play. 

But what attracts yon chiefly there 

Doth sit and read.”— Mrs. A. M. Wells. 

Dear reader, your story-tellers, some of them, 
have an inveterate propensity to describe com¬ 
fortable firesides, scenes of which they have oc¬ 
casionally caught a glimpse. It is perhaps a 
fort of the soul to escape the chill realities of 
lodgings in rented'houses, by taking refuge in the 
hoiSes of memory, or of imagination. One can 
almost 

edge of appetite, 


By ba 




At all events, it. is. 
illustrate this by a 
by a friend. It is worth all the dismal senti¬ 
mentality in the world. It did me good. I 
hope it will do you good. Listen! Last spring, 
during the Anniversary week in New York city, 
a philanthropist, in going to ono of the meet¬ 
ings, was walking down onebf the streets of the 
city, against an easterly wind and through a cold, 
driving rain. He passed an arched brick alley, 
in which three poor children had taken refuge 
They were hare-footed, bare-headed, and other¬ 
wise ill-clothed. They looked hungry, cold, and 
weary—yet their poor, little, wan faces 
lighted with cheerfulness! The two younger 
children were nestled at the knee of the -elder 
boy, looking eagerly np into his face, listening 
with delight to a story he was telling. He 
drawing a picture of quiet, humble home comfort, 
suoh as they, poor fellows, could have enjoyed- 
a clear fire, a cleanly swept hearth, the tea-kettle 
singing over the blaze, a row of apples roasting 
before the coals, mother setting the table, father 
dancing the baby on bis knee, Bob playing the 
fiddle in the corner. Happy boys ! they felt not 
the driving rain, the cold east wind, and colder 
pavement under their naked feet—they 
oiling in the fancies of a nice warm fireside. Poor 
children! how little it would have taken to bavi 
given them the desire of their hearts! Perhaps a 
tenth part of the cost of your ring, madam ! athou- 
sandth fraction oftheexpenses of your electioneer¬ 
ing canvaBS, sir! would haverealized to their warm 
young hearts visions as ardently desired, 
ingly as difficult of attainment, as the highest flight 
of your social aspirations,madam!—as the haugh¬ 
tiest goal of your most audacious political ambi¬ 
tion. sir !-^-would have given to their young, fresh, 
unsated bosoms, a joy, a rapture, which the high¬ 
est social triumph could not afford you, madam!-— 
Which the greatest political victory would fail to 
give you, sir!—simply because you are man and 
woman, and every enjoyment has palled in some 
degree upon your sensei, and they are children— 
poor children—knowing only poverty, sated only 
with privation. Poor hoys! what a luxury it would 
he to you, reader, would it not, to he their Provi¬ 
dence—to create their cheap Utopia!—the bright 
fire, the olean hearth, the kettle singing, the ap¬ 
ples roasting—yes! and even the fiddle—Bob 
should have the fiddle, should he not, in despite 
some orqaiing economist, setting it dowj 
perfluity ? Pooh little fellows! that 
spring—I would give much to know if their dream 
has ever been embodied, and, above all, how 
they are off this winter, on this cold and sleety 
night. Whether they can now endure 

“ December’s show. 

It is something like this that tempts me 
to inflict upon you a minute description of 
membered scene—the drawing-room of Mont 
Crystal—to give you an architect’s diagram of its 
extent, an upholsterer’s inventory of its furni¬ 
ture—and it may be even a sworn appraiser’s val¬ 
uation of the whole. But I will not! for, per¬ 
haps, like the lady of Mont Crystal, you have 
boundless wealth, and have only to raise your 
eyes from the paper to drop them on all these el¬ 
egancies ranged around you—or, perhaps, like the 
dear boys in the arched alley, you. have imagina¬ 
tion, and can call up at will the scene in which 
you love to live. If you are favored by that 
“ best of friends, or worst of foes.” press her into 
your service, and come with me. 

It is the decline of a cold, bright winter’s day- 
Follow me into a vast, luxurious drawing room, 
in which the crimson shadows predominate— 
through which a glowing crimson gloom prevails, 
brightly streaked by the rays of the setting sun 
glancing through the curtains in slanting streams 
of golden light-, kindling into refulgence the va¬ 
rious-ornaments of crystal or gilding, about the 
room, and striking sparks of fire from a diamond 
ring upon the most beautiful white hand you ever 
saw—a hand that held a little psyche pocket mir¬ 
ror, and that belonged to a lady the rest of whose 
person was hidden in the deep recesses of the 
velvet chair. Walk around in front of her chair, 


and take a view pf her—she will not see you, 
even if you were not invisible, as all subjects of 
imagination are in the scenes they visit, bo ab¬ 
sorbed is she in her occupation. Jiw what is her 
iccupation in that still, warm, trigh| scene? 
Contemplating her own beauty—gazing dream- 
ingly, lovingly, into her own languishing eyes. 
There is no expression of gratified vanity on that 
bright countenance—there was the emotion, half 
intellectual, half sensual, of the artist soul in lore 
with its own beautiful incarnation. 

Yes, Britannia O’Riley felt that, she was very 
beautiful, and it made her happy. When at 
night she thanked God for “ health, friends, and 
raiment,” she thanked him also with an earnest 
sincerity for the gift of beauty. It was a luxury in 
a quiet room, at the still twilight hpur, to.sit in the 
deep chair, and smile dreamingly in lief own eyes— 
yet she was not vain. Vanity is a compound of 
two elements, self-conceit and desite of praise- 
Now,. Britannia O’Riley had a Juki self-appre¬ 
ciation, and that excluded all anxidus thought 
of the admiration of others, at least of those around 

But Britannia know that her person was beau¬ 
tiful, and half worshipped it accordingly. You 
will condemn her for it! Well, so belt! Iam 

holding Britannia up for a model of excel¬ 
lence, I am describing her as she was. You will 
condemn, l)ut you will not wonder at her. Ob¬ 
serve her as she sits in that deep chair—note her 
red G alwaygian style of features and complexion— 
that matchless Hihernia-Spardsh beauty, indige- 
nowhere but to the west coast of Ireland. 
The full carnation lips—the cheeks of bright car¬ 
nation, shading softly off into the faintest rose 
tint, and lost in the snowy temples and forehead, 

contrast with the slender, arched, jet black 
eyebrows—the radiant blue black eyes, the shin¬ 
ing bands of blue black hair. Britannia must 
have been infatuated with the pi/juant beauty 
of this tint, for her favorite dress Was a rich 
blue black figured satin, fitting in exquisite 
perfection her finely-developed form, relieved 
here and there by costly and sparkling gems. 
Her whole costume was rich and rare, and her 
bearing gent-ly proud—and she was nothing but 
a poor governess. Of course, Bhe expended near¬ 
ly all of her moderate salary in dress. What did 
she do that for, you may inquire. Did she hope 
to get a husband among the young Virginian aris¬ 
tocrats? . No,indeed! In. haughty England, it 
is true that once in a long time a gentleman may 
fall in love with and marry some beautiful gov¬ 
erness, but in Virginia, suoh a republican pro¬ 
ceeding is unheard of—impossible! I do 
know that it ever occurs to a young Virginia plant¬ 
er that a governess is a woman, or anything else 
but a teaching instrument in the morning ; a par¬ 
lor ornament in the evening- A parlor ornamnnt- 
I am sorry to say—by the way—that in the South 
governesses are valued more for dress, style, 
neiymd other d rawing-room accomplishments, than 
for sound and solid qualities of brain or heart. As 
a general thing, Virginians are rather proud of 
stylish governesses, as elegant appendages to their 
household. It is a preference quite opposite to 
the English preference, that for fear of mesalliance 
selects old and plain teachers. The haughtier 
Virginians never dream of such a chance as one 
of their race wishing to marry a salaried girl. 

1 Britannia knew and felt this, and refined, intel¬ 
lectual, and accomplished, as she was, cared as 
little for it as you care for the pride of a South 
Sea prince. 

While we have been talking, the slanting rays 
of the setting sun, after having glided half around 
the walls, Lave- gradually whhdrBim themselves. 
And twilight, has deepened into night. And the 
light that glows through the crimson drawing¬ 
room comes now from the solid mass of burning 
coal within the large glittering steel grate, though 
to a poet's fancy Britannia is brilliantly beauti¬ 
ful enough to light up a dark room. No wonder 
her young friends called her “ Brighty.” Brighty 
could no longer make love to her own beautiful 
face—because it was no longer an objeot of 
beauty—the red glare striking up from the grate 
reversing all its shadows, and the order of nature 
at the same time, whioh is to have the light fall 
down, threw the charming features into chaos. So 
Britannia, released from the toil and care of the 
day, and losing the pleasure of dallying with her 
own eyes, sank into the sweet repose invited by 
the quiet luxury of the twilight room, every nerve 
and sense at rest, and her free thoughts lazily 
roving whither they would. if no love had 
brightened the path of Britannia’s life, no sorrow 
had clouded it, no care had roughened it. Left 
an orphan in .the charge of a countryman of her 
father’s at an early age, with barely sufficient 
money to edueat’e her for a teacher, Britannia 
O’Riley had been;sent to a boarding school, whioh 
she had left to take her present plabe in Mrs. 
Armstrong’s house, a situation that she had held 
for nearly three years, with some toil, some vex¬ 
ation, hut much fun. Britannia had not a “bit 
of a brogue,” yet she was. Irish epough to assume 
it in its richest, deepest music, at an instant’s im¬ 
pulse—and she was malicious enough to punish 
the pride of her patroness by falling into it upon 
great state occasions. There her malice stopped— 
she loved ease, beauty, and pleasant thoughts, too 
well to recollect anything disagreeable after the 
day of tyranny was over; and this was her hour 
of luxury and dreaming. As I said she had nei¬ 
ther griefs nor joys to remember, or any very 
probable good or bad fortune to anticipate, so her 
thoughts strayed into the regions of ideality. 
She had. not lived long enough, suffered deeply 
enough, or Bhe was not intellectual and refin¬ 
ed enough, to sufficiently appreciate c 
music and poetry. She had an ar . , 

and loved beauty, even her own beauty; but 
it was the painter artist, not tbe music artist—hers, 
poetry of form, and not the poetry of sound and 
measure—the harmony of coloring, not the lights 
and-shades of music. And this artist instinet in¬ 
voluntarily directed everything she did, her dress, 
attitude, and every gesture and motion. One of 
poor Brighty’s daily vexations was the appear¬ 
ance of Mrs. Armstrong’s huge chased silver tea 
urn, with its ugly shape, its disproportionate 
mouth and spigot. 

It was this love of the beautiful in form and 
. color that led Brighty into the extravagances of ; 
recherche toilette, and that sent her into the crim 
son lights and shadows of the drawing-room, a 
it always looked in the evening, to dream over he 
romances. She was fain to enliven the tedium of 
her life and fill the vacuity of her thoughts with 
novel reading, which was quite a passion with her, 
but, to do Britannia justice, nothing silly or com¬ 
monplace in that line was^cceptable to her. Sir 
Walter Scott’s, novels andmetrical romances were 
just in course of publication, and Brighty, like 
ten thousand of others, would finish one and wait 
for another with a whetted appetite. Shakspeare 
was her god popt, though she could not rise with 
him to his highest conceptions She re-produced 
with her pencil and brush all her favorite Shak- 
pevean and Waverley herpes, heroines, and land¬ 
scapes ; and her chamber was hung around with 
her specimens of art. Helena in Shakspeare, 
Jeannie Deans in Scott, were, favorites, and not 
Beatrice or Die Vernon, as you would at first 
thought suppose Brighty would prefer. She. loved 
and admired deeper toned characters than her 
own. Thiswaspe'rhaps'natural—we are most like¬ 
ly attraoted by our opposites, and value most 
others those good or great points of. character 
which we are deficient. 

Do not despise Brighty because she was r 
blind to her own beauty. I am afraid you will; 
yet, as I am telling a true story, I am determined, 
for once, to draw characters exactly a.s they are, 
without softeningor heightening a defect or grace. 

I hasten to tell you one good trait of Britannia 
O’Riley. One pleasure she enjoyed more than 
that of admiring herself, more than reading ro¬ 
mances, or reproducing with her pencil their 
scenes, more than pulling the ears of Mrs. Arm¬ 
strong’s pride even—and that was to supply Susan 
Somerville, with plenty of good reading, and ti 
sympathize heartily with her enjoyment of it 
Perhaps had there been an opportunity, her be¬ 
nevolence would have taken amore legitimate and. 
utilitarian tone. But there was not. The coun¬ 
try was too new, too rich, and too sparsely set¬ 
tled, to have many poor or suffering candidates 
for charity. We have taken up too much time 
with Brighty, but in that fault we have plenty of 
company. Few came into her presence, or sat 
down by her side, without losing more time than 
they at first intended. Brighty’s hour of twilight 
musing in the deep chair by the coal fire was short 


A servant in livery entered, and, by lighting the 
lamps, brought out all the flashing, dazzling splen¬ 
dor of the rather gaudily magnificent- drawing¬ 
room, and thereby destroyed its charm for a 
poet-artist like Brighty. The room was only 
beautiful to her in twilight, or in subdued glow¬ 
ing firelight gloom. As soon as the servant had 
retired at one door, the other was thrown open, 
and Mrs. Armstrong sailed majestically in, accom¬ 
panied by her daughter. Miss O’Riley arose, and 
curtesying, left the ample chair to the lady, who, 
with a slight acknowledgment, slowly sunk into 
it, motioning her daughter to take the footstool at 
her feet. Miss O’Riley (we must be formal in 
the presence of the proud lady.) Miss O’Riley 
found a seat on a sofa near at hand. 


THE MOTHER AND DAUGHTER. 
She has a cool, collected look, 

As if her pulses heat by book; 

A measured tone, a cold reply, 

A management of voice and ey e, 

That leaves no hope of mercy there.— 1 


Se childhood ^ou 




Are you advised, Miss O’Riley, of the man- 
in. whioh your pupil was engaged at this hour 
last evening ?” 

There was a deliberate arrogance in the manner 
of the lofty lady, that called the quick, Irieh-blood 
of Britannia to her brow. For an answer she 
turned her eyes on Louise, who, sitting at her 
mother’s feet, looked pale and nervous. 

“ I am very sorry, Brighty—” commenced Lou- 
with tears in her eyes. 

Attend to me, if you please, Miss O’Riley; 
and my daughter! be silent when your mother 
is speaking, and when you speak, address your 
governess as I do, remembering that we only call 
our equals by their given names. Now, Miss 
O'Riley, if your convenience serves, I shall be 
obliged by your favoring me with a reply to my 
question. Are you, or rather, mere you at the 
' ie advised of the manner in which your pupil 
a engaged at this hour last evening ?” 

1 Haven’t the slightest idee,” said Brighty, with 
affected brogue, and a delightful nonchalance. 
Then quickly blaming herself for impertinence 
to a lady many years her senior, she immediate¬ 
ly changed her tone, and replied,” “No madam, I 
am not. At the close of her evening lessons I 
conducted her to your chamber door, saw her en- 
' r, and did not encounter her again until we met 
ten. I hope that in the interval she fell into 

“ Into a very grave error, Miss O’Riley ; into 
i idle conversation with, young Stuart-Gordon, 

. the grove below the front court-yard. I fortu¬ 
nately saw her from an upper window, and dis 
patched her maid to recal her to her duty, and to 
my side,” replied the lady, looking with oold dis¬ 
pleasure upon the governess. 

“I presumed that Louise had not left your 
side, madam.” 

“ You presumed that Louise had not left my side! 

I should, feel favored if you would be sure that 
Miss Armstrong is always in a position becoming 
my daughter.” spoke the l»dy haughtily; then 
graciously, “That is all I have to say, Miss 
O’Riley; you will oblige me by bearing my ex¬ 
pressed wishes in mind ; and now, if you please, 
will change the subject of conversation.” 

‘ But that is not all I have to say, Mrs. Arm¬ 
strong; and if I might venture to differ with 
you, madam, and offer my own views on the 
subject, I should say that ‘Miss Armstrong’is 
followed, watched, guided, and guarded, in short, 
like the world, ‘ governed too much.’ I think— 
and believe me, that it is with the most earnest 
desire of Miss Armstrong’s welfare—” 

“ My daughter,” interrupted the lady, turning 
blandly to Louise, “ withdraw from the room; go 
into my chamber, you will find a fire already 
lighted there, and stay until I recall you.” 

■ Louise arose, and lifting her mother’s hand 
reverently to her lips, curtesied, and left the 

“ Proceed, Miss O’Riley, with what you 
saying; and remember that in future you will 
infinitely oblige me by not honoring me with 
advice in the presence of Miss Armstrong. Pro¬ 
ceed ; any suggestion you may have to make 
relative to your pupil’s welfare, shall be heard. 
I myself fancy that Miss Armstrong grows thin; 
that, however, may be adolesoence. Neverthe¬ 
less, I cannot forget that her father died of con¬ 
sumption, nor can I close my eyes to the fact that 
she inherits his delicacy of organization. I am 
waiting your reply, Miss O’Riley.” 

“ To be frank with you, then, Mrs. Armstrong, 
I think that Louise—I beg pardon— Miss Arm¬ 
strong does grow thin. I think that she is wor¬ 
ried with too much care—too much culture—and 
that it is killing her.” 

“ I do not understand you. Miss O’Riley.” 

“ Madam, yon have seen a pet killed with kind¬ 
ness, before now, have you not ?” 

“ You are still more incomprehensible, Miss 
O’Riley.” 

“ Mrs: Armstrong, have you never, in your child¬ 
hood, handled, petted, and nursed a plump young 
kitten, until it grew thin and scrawny—have yon 
never nursed one to death, in short?—I have.” 

“ You grow enigmatical, Miss O’Riley; I con¬ 
sult you uponthe subject of your pupil’s health, 
and you talk to me of kittens; pray, explain your¬ 
self,” said the lady, haughtily. 

“ I will,” said Brighty, rising and settling the 
folds of her blue-black satin; “ your daughter is 
attended to—worried—hurried too much—she 
wants rest—repose—Mrs. Armstrong; she wants 
a heart and mind at ease; she wants more freedom: 
she is afraid to stir hand or foot; to speak—to 
think;—to feel— lest she should give her mother 
pain or displeasure.” 

“ That is her religion,” said the lady, ooolly. 
“ Miss Armstrong, I am happy to say, is an ex¬ 
ample of filial piety. I repeat it, that is her reli- 

“ It is her superstition.” 

“You will please to remember you are address¬ 
ing ms. Miss O’Riley.!’. 

“ And it is in full, consciousness of that that I 
say, Mrs. Armstrong, that your system of educa¬ 
tion degrades, debases, enslaves, yes, destroys your 
daughter!—and that if it he continued, in two 
years from this Louise will be an irreclaimable 

“You are speaking of Miss Armstrong,” said 
the lady, white with anger, but speaking steadily. 

“I know it; and I repeat, that unless a different 
course is taken, in two years Miss Armstrong, of 
Mont Crystal, will be an idiot slave! ” 

Brighty’s eyes were blazing, 

A long pause ensued. It was broken by tbe 
measured tones of Mrs. Armstrong, saying— 

“I am surprised that Miss O’Riley leaves me 
the pain of suggesting to her the propriety of re¬ 
tiring from my presence; I should have supposed 
that after her polite speech she would at least 
have had the good taste to anticipate me by doing 

Brighty arose and stood before her patron— 

“ Mrs. Armstrong, if I were really malicious, ! 
well as high-spirited, I should obey you, and. leave 
the room ; yes, I should go beyond orders, and 
leave the house ; but such is not the case; my Irish 
blood takes fire very quickly, but it is a blaze of 
shavings; when I am struck, I strike back imme¬ 
diately. and then forgive my antagonist; I would 
not forgive on any other terms ; when people a” * 
arrogant to me, 1 am capable of being insulting 
them; and yet, Mrs, Armstrong, I would not! 
so to you; 1 respect your years more than yoi 

She was about to inadvertently add “your 
character,’’ but she bit her tongue in time. 

All this time Mrs. Armstrong had Bat. up erect, 
oold, ahd silent; neither deigning tq speak to or 
look at the bright earnest girl standing before 
her. Britannia continued— 

“ If I spoken strongly, Mrs. Armstrong, it 
because I felt strongly; beoause I wished to r 
your attention, to a subject of which I have before 
spoken, with more moderation and less effect; be¬ 
cause I think that if many parents fall into the 
error of over, laxity, a few make the opposite 
take of too great stringency ; beoause you maki 
think that ladies of your age may sometimes forget 
the days, and consequently the wants of their own 
youth, and so be unable to enter into and under¬ 
stand the necessities of their children; 1 am nearer 
the age of Louise, and have a clearer recollection 
of what one’s little necessities are at fifteen.” 
“Proceed,Miss O’Riley,” 

“ I should say that Miss Armstrong requires 
exercise, amusement, excitement. Young girls of 
her age have usually high spirits. She is congeal¬ 
ing into ap.athjt—into death,perhaps; to rouse her, 
she requires that the frozen springs of her life¬ 
blood be thawed; let her mingle freely with those 
of her own age and sex, at least, that she may feel 
her youth— a little) 1 

“And how is that to be effected, if X may inquire, 
Miss O’Riley 1 Our neighborhood is not so thickly 
settled with young people—least, of all with suoh 
as I should introduce to Miss Armstrong” 


“ Still there are some.” 

“ Who, pray, Miss O’Riley ? ” 

“ There is Susan Somerville,” 

“ A young lady with whom I would never per¬ 
mit Miss Armstrong to beoome intimate.” 

" May I ask why ? ” 

Her mother’s mill is a sufficient reply, Miss 
O’ Riley. I am not called upon to sit in judgment 
upon Miss Somerville, nor am I addicted to gra¬ 
tuitous oensoriousness.” 

“ Then there is Gertrude Bird.” 

“ The 1 Ger-fa)con,’ as she is called, partly from 
her name, partly from her nature; no, Bhe has 
earned a, sobriquet that at once excludes her from 
Miss Armstrong’s acquaintance.” 

A pause followed, broken, as before, by the lady 
of the house. 

“Have you anything further to suggest, Miss 
O’Riley ?” 

Britannia smiled, as she murmured— 

“ There is Zoe.” 

Here the lady quickly interrupted her with-— 

“ Not to be thought of for a moment! By no 
means.” 

“ Then I am at the last of my invention, I be¬ 
lieve—stay! yes—there is a dancing school about 
to he established at ‘Prince of Wales.’ Why not 
send Louise there; it will be an amusement for 
her; they will have practicing quadrilles twice a 

v/ill n.'frnd her there ? ” 

“No doubt of it,” dryly remarked the lady, 
but Miss Armstrong’s mother has no idea of 
mixing her up with these dances, and having her 
hand sullied by the contaot of Bhe knows not 

“ Then pack her up in a nioe rose-wood coffin, 
lined with white satin, and entomb her at once,” 
thought Brighty, but she said nothing. 

The supper bell now rang, and Mrs. Armstrong, 
despatching a servant to summon her daughter, 
led the way to the supper room. 

Louise entered the supper room, pale and tear¬ 
ful, and going up softly to her mother’s side, she 
whispered low—, 

“ Dearest mother, pray tell me again that you 
forgive me; I cannot rest, I cannot be satisfied, I 
do not feel as if yoll had quite forgiven me.” 

“Do not whisper in company, my daughter; 
and, beyond all, do not doubt your mother’s word. 
She has told you that she has forgiven your in¬ 
discretion, great as it was; let that suffice,; now 
be seated,” Baid the lady, ooldly. 

Tortured by that strange, yet not impossible 
incident, the simultaneous attraction and repul¬ 
sion that only the very strong can exercise, only 
the very sensitive feel, namely, the attraction of 
flesh and blood—the repulsion of word and man¬ 
ner—broken between her wish to throw herself | 
upon her mother’s bosom and the fear of giving 
displeasure, Louise “ stifling the mighty hunger 
of the heart,” sank coldly, dejectedly, into her 
Seat. Strange as it may seem, this coldness in 
repelling and repressing did but deepen, intensify, 
and concentrate her filial love; for Louise idolized 
her handsome, majestic mother, in her regal, ma¬ 
tron beauty. She craved her embrace the more 
ardently, that she seemed ever on the verge, yet 
never received it. She went to sleep, to dream of 
caressing freely the beautiful mothor, whose jew¬ 
elled fingers she might barely raise to ber lips. 
Louise was siokening of a starved heart. A lijitle 
more coldness, a little more frost, and her affec¬ 
tions would have been killed. Mrs. Armstrong 
knew exactly how far to go, when to stop. Never 
did scheming woman manoeuvre to retain her 
lover’s affections with more.art than did this lady 
to confirm her influence over her only child.} Eve- 
emotion, and with some natures every, affeo- 
n, is wasted in proportion to Ub manifestation. 
Mrs. Armstrong understood this perfectly, and 
accordingly gently repelled her child. 11 My 
daughter was pronounced in the softest key, 
with the most gentle inflection of voice, and with 
a look of tenderness, exciting a wish fpr the em¬ 
brace that was never yielded—a want that gnawed 
deeper for being repressed. Women instinctively 
understand this principle, and women Of the world 
practice it; and up to a certain degree-—a degree to 
be calculated by the temperament of the subject— 
they repulse the advances of the map whose affec¬ 
tions they wish ultimately to secure. It is strange 
that a mother should have acted so to her only 
child ; something new under the spn—incompre¬ 
hensible—incredible, if, in this cale, it were not 
known to be a fact. Upon this evening, however, 
Mrs. Armstrong watched her daughter with some 
anxiety; observed that, besides her paleness, thin¬ 
ness, tearfulness, and trembling, she scarcely 
tasted food, and the lady resolved to take some 
immediate measures for the restoration of her 
health and cheerfulness. These very ineasures 
conspired to form the crisis of her child’s destiny. 

[to RE CONTINUED J- f 


For Horace Mann.— Messrs. Campbell and Cr< 


CONGRESS. 

THIRTY-FIRST CONgIIsS-FIRST SESSION. 

Tuesday, December 4,1849. t 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

We present, more in detail, the result pf the 
six trials for Speaker, on Tuesday, the 4th. 

5th. Oth. 7th. 8th. 9th. 'iOf/t. 
Winthrop - - 96 97 97 97 97 97 

Cobh - - - 102 101 100 99 100 <J&. 

Wilmot - - -r 10: 9 9 9 “ 

Gentry - - 6 6 6 8 

Mann - - - 2 2 2 2 

Thompson, of Pa. - l 0 0 0 

Potter - - - 1 3 3 4 

Root - - - 1 O O O 

Stanton, of Tenn. - 1 11 1 

Haralson - - 1. 0 0 0 0. 0 

Richardson - - 2 2 3 2 2 3 

Cleveland - - 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Durkee - . - - 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Julian - - - 0 1 0 0 00 

Thompson, of Miss. - 0 1 0 0 0. 0 

Boyd - - - 0 0 1 ) 1 0 

Allen ■- - - 0 0 1 0 0 0 

JBayly - - - 0: 0 0 10 0 

Howe - - - 0 0 0 1 O O 

Johnson, of Ark. 0 0 0 0 1 0 

The following is the vote for the scattering 
candidates qg the 5th trial: 

For David Wilmot. —Messrs. Allen, Booth, Dur¬ 
kee, Giddings, Howe, P. King, Root, Sprague, 
Tuck, Wentworth. 

For Meredith P. Gentry.— Messrs. Cabell, Hil¬ 
liard, Morton, Owen, A. H. Stephens, Toombs. 

For Horace Mann— Messrs. Campbell and Crow¬ 
ell. 

For William A. Richardson. —Messrs. Hubbard 
and Orr. 

For /. Thompson. —Mr. Cleveland. 

For E. D. Potter— Mr. Doty. 

For Hugh A. Hardison .—Mr. Holmes. 

For Joseph M. Root. —Mr. Wilmot. 

For Mr. Stanton. —Mr. Woodward. 

For Chauncey F. Cleveland. —Mr. Peek. 

The votes for the two caucus candidates were 
as the day before, with two or three exceptions— 
Mr. Wentworth withdrawing from the support of ] 
Cobb, Mr. Sprague from the support of Mr. Win- 

For Robert C. Winhtrop. —The members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as before 
recorded, with the addition of Mr. Spragite; 

For Howell Cobb—The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same as before recorded, with 
the exception of Mr. Bingham. 

For David Wilmot. —Messrs. A lien, Booth, Dur¬ 
kee, Giddings, Howe,, Preston King, Root, Tuck, 
and Wentworth. 

For Emery D. Fatter—Messrs. Bingham, Cleve¬ 
land, and Doty. 

For Meredith P. Gentry— Messrs. Cabell, Hil¬ 
liard,. Morton, Owen, Stephens of Georgia, and 
Toombs. 

For Horace Mann .—Messrs. Campbell and Crow¬ 
ell. 

For Jacob Thompson .—Mr. Holmes! 

For William; A Richardson—Messrs. Hubbard 
and Orr. 

For Chauncey F. Cleveland. —Mr. Peck. 

For George W. Julian— Mr. Wilmot. 

For Frederick P. Stanton .—Mr. Woodward. 

For Robert C. Winthrop —The members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as stated on 
the sixth trial. 

For Howell Cobb. —The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same as before recorded, with 
the exoeption of Messrs. Bingham and Burt. 

For David Wilmot. —Messrs. Allen, Booth, Dur¬ 
kee, Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Root, Tuck, 
Wentworth. 

For Emery D. Potter— Messrs. Bingham, Cleve¬ 
land, and Doty. 

For Linn Boyd .—Mr. Burt. 

For Meredith P. Gentry— Messrs. Cabell, Hil- 


For Chauncey F. Cleveland— Mr. Peck. 

For Charles Allen. —Mr. Wilmot. 

For Frederick P. Stanton— Mr. Woodward. 

For Robert C. Winthrop. —The-members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as stated on 
the sixth trial. 

For Howell Cobb. —The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same as before recorded, with 
the exoeption of Messrs. Bingham, Burt and 
Waldo. 

For David Wilmot— Messrs. Allem-Booth,Dur¬ 
kee, Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Root, Tuck 
and Wentworth. 

For Emery D. Potter— Messrs. Bingham, Cleve- 
land, Doty, and Waldo. 

For Linn Boyd—Mr. Burt. 

For M. P. Gentry— Messrs. Cabell, Hilliard, 
Morton, Owen.Stephens of Georgia, and Toombs, 
ell ° r **° raCe ^ ann '~ Messrs- Cnmpbell and Crow- 

For Thomas II Bayly— Mr. Holmes. 

For William A. Richardson— Messrs. Hubbard 
aud Orr. 

For Chauncey F. Cleveland .—Mr. Peek 

For J. W. Howe— Mr. Wilmot, 

For Frederick P. Stanton— Mr. Wood-ward. 

For Robert C. Winthrop—The members who 
, voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as stated on 
| the sixth trial. 

F° r Howell Cobb. —The members Who voted for 
Mr.C0bb are the same as on the last vote, with 
the addition of Mr. Wentworth. 

For David Wilmot— Messrs. Allen, Booth Dur¬ 
kee, Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Root, and 
Tuck. 

For Emery D. Pom— Messrs. Bingham, Cleve¬ 
land, Doty, and Waldo. 

For Linn Boyd— Mr. Burt. 

For M P. Gentry— Messrs. Cabell, Hilliard, 
Morton Owen, Stephens of Georgia, and Toombs. 

J Jtor Horace Mann—Messrs. Campbell and Crow- 

For JR. m Johnson. —Mr. Holmes. 

For Wiliam A. Richardson— Messrs. Hubbard 
and Orr. 

For Chauncey F. Cleveland—Mr. Peck. 

For Charles Durkee— Mr. Wilmot. 

For Frederick P. Stanton— Mr. Woodward. 

TENTH TB/aD. 

for Robert C. Winthrop-The, members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as stated on 
the sixth trial. 

Cobb— The members who voted for 
Mr Cobb are the same as on the eighth vote. 

k or David Wilmot— Messrs. Allen. Booth, Dur¬ 
kee, Giddings, Howe, Preston King.'Root, Tuck, 
and Wentworth. 

I , H Potter. Messrs. Bingham, Cleve- 

! land, Doty, and Waldo. 

For William A. Richardson. —Messrs. Burt, 
Hubbard, and Orr. 

For M. P. Gentry— Messrs. Cabell, Morton, 

wen, Stephens of Georgia, Toombs, and Hil¬ 
liard. 

^ For Horace Mims.—Messrs. Campbell and Crow- 

For Frederick P. Stanton— Messrs. Holmes and 
Woodward. 

For C. F.^Cleveland— Mr. Peek. 

For Charles Durkee— Mr. Wilmot. 

The House adjourned. 

Wednesday, December 5, 1849. 

SENATE. 

The Senate, on motion of Mr. Mangum, adopt¬ 
ed a resolution authorizing the Vice President to 
j employ a olerk during the present session. 

[The reason assigned was, an affection of the 
eyes of that officer.] 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House was called Ut order by the Clerk. 
The same Tellers continued to act, and the House 
resumed the business of voting for a Speaker. 

Four trials took place, with the following re¬ 
sults: 

nth. nth. 13i/i. I4l/i. 

Winthrop - 97 97 98 99 

Cobb - - - 98 97 93 89 

Root 7 7- 7' 7 

Potter - - - - 4 5 9 10 

Cleveland - - - 2 2 2 3 

Riohardson - - - 4 4 6 8 

Gentry - - . - 5 5 5 g 

Mann - - - - 2 2 10 

Venable - - - 1 0 0 0 

King, of N. Y. - - 1 0 0 0 

Stanton, of Tenn. - - 1 1 0 0 

Plarmanson - - - 0 1 0 0 

Booth 0 1 0 0 

Harris, of Ala. 0 0 1 0 

Kaufman - - - 0 0 0 1 


The vote on the eleventh trial for the oauous 
nominees did not vary much from the preceding 
votes. The votes for other candidates were as 
follow 1 ^: 

For Joseph M. Root. —Messrs. Allen, Durkee, 
Giddings) .Howe, Preston King, Tuck, and Wil¬ 
mot. 

For Emery D. Potter .—Messrs. Bingham, Cleve¬ 
land, Doty, and 1 Waldo. 

For Chauncey F. Cleveland .—Messrs. Booth and 
Peck. 

For William A. Richardson .—Messrs. Burt, 
Hubbard, Inge, and Orr. 

For Meredith P. Gentty .—Messrs. Cnbell, Mor¬ 
ton, Owen, Stephens of Georgia, and Toombs. 

^For Horace Mann. —Messrs. Campbell and Crow- 

For Abraham W. Venable .—Mr. Holmes. 

For Charles Allen— Mr. Root. 

For Preston King. —Mr. Wentworth. 

For Frederick P. Stanton .—Mr. Woodward. 


For Robert C. Winthrop. —The members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as before re¬ 
corded. 

For Howell Cobb. —The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same as before recorded, with 
the exception of Mr. Harlan. 

For Joseph M. Root. —Messrs. Allen, Durkee, 
Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Tuck, and Wil- 

F.or Emery D. Potter. —Messrs. Bingham, Cleve¬ 
land, Doty, Harlan, and Waldo. 

For Chauncey .F. Cleveland. —Messm Booth and 
Peek. 

For William A. Richardson. —Messrs. Burt, Hub¬ 
bard, Inge, and Orr. 

For Meredith P. Gentry. —Messrs. Cabell, Mor¬ 
ton, Owen, Stephens of Georgia, and Toombs. 

For Horace Mann. — Messrs. Campbell and 
Crowell. 

For John H. Harmanson. —Mr. Holmes. 

For Charles Allen. —Mr. Root. 

For Walter Booth —Mr. Wentworth. 

For Frederick P. Stanton. —Mr. Woodward. 

THIRTEENTH TRIAL. 

For Robert C. Winthrop. —The members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as recorded 
before, with the addition of Mr. Campbell, 

For Howell Cobb— The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same as recorded above, with 
the exoeption of Messrs. Carter, Harlan, John¬ 
son of Arkansas, McDonald, and Wood. 

For Joseph M- Root. —Messrs. Allen, Durkee, 
Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Tuck, and Wil- 

For Emmj D. Potter. —Messrs. Bingham, Car¬ 
ter, Cleveland, Doty, Harlan, McDonald, Waldo, 
Wentworth, and Wood. 

For Chauncey F. Cleveland. —Messrs. Booth and 
Peek. 

For William A. Richardson. —Messrs. Burt, Hub¬ 
bard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Orr, and Woodward. 

For Meredith. P. Gentry. —Messrs. Cabell, Mor¬ 
ton, Owen, Stephens of Georgia, and Toombs. 

For Horace Mann. —Mr. Crowell. 

For S. W. Harris. —Mr. Holmes. 

For Charles Allen. —Mr. Root- 

• FOURTEENTH TRIAL, 

For Robert C. Winthrop. —The members who 
voted for Mr. W inthrop are the same who voted 
for him on the 13th vote, with the addition of Mr. 
Crowell. 

For Howell Cobb. —-The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same who voted for him on the 
13th vote, with the exception of Messrs. Bissell, 
Thomas L. Harris, Sweetzer, and Whittlesey. 

[SltE FOURTH FAGE.J 
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We again call the attention of our readers to the following 
extract from the “Terms” of the Era: 

« Kvery subscriber renewing hie subscription, and sending 
two new subscribers, shall have the three copies for five 

A subscriber sends us five dollars for thtee new subscri¬ 
bers, and thinks be carries out the spirit of the proposition. 
Undoubtedly. A postmaster, not a subscriber, also sends us 
three new subscribers on the same terms, presuming that we 
will not object. Certainly not. The only difference between 
these cases, and those in which subscribers pay their me 
to agents, is, that in the former the subscriDers 


re with on 


. This dc 
liar agents, but rather helps th< 
srs, and thus extending the field 

h subscriber, as his subscription ru 
Ibers, ana supply himself and them : 


em, by 


THE NATIONAL ERA. 

WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 13, 1849. 

A SECOND EDITION. 

Oar calculations having been exceeded by 1 arg 
accessions of new subscribers, we find ourselves 
obliged to issue another edition of this number 
In making it up, we shall give the whole of Mrs. 
Southworth’s story, from the beginning, and of 
the proceedings of Congress, from the first day, 
on the outside, so that our new subscribers may 
have both complete. 

BRIEF NOTICES. 

Our exchange list has become so heavy a tax, 
both upon our resources and our time, that 
have been obliged to begin the work of outting it 
down. We regret it, but cannot help it. 

Our subscribers, whose times ran out at No. 
131, have Men very active in sending ns net 
subscribers. They recolleoted that the term 
allowed caoh old Subscriber to renew his owi 
subscription and send us two new ones for five 
dollars, and constituted themselves agents all 
the country. We hope our subscribers, whose 
times expire at No. 156 will be equally thought¬ 
ful. The results of such individual effort are 
highly encouraging. In no way can more be done 
for the extension of the circulation of the paper 

Recollect, five dollars for threemew subscribers, 
or for an old one with turn new ones. 

The kind words our friends send us in their 
business letters please us, though in a different 
way, as much as their subscriptions; and though 
we may not take notice formally of all their sug¬ 
gestions, we endeavor to profit by them all, while 
we feel grateful for the friendly feeling that 
prompted them. 

THE FRIEND OF YOUTH. 

The Friend of Youth, we are glad to learn, 
has secured a list of nearly 2,000 subscribers, to 
which constant accessions are being made. It was 
mailed to subscribers last Monday. Its contents 

Lamartine , with a portrait; He never told a Lie; 
“ Honor thy Father and thy Mother (original,) by 
Mary Irving; the Three African Girls , (original.) 
by L. T.; the Laborer; Henry Clay on Slavery; 
Thrilling Incident; Evil Company; The Devil’s 
Fruit; Story of a Genius; You will be Wanted; 
A Dog Disgusted; The Fine Figure, (original, 
and concluded,) by Mrs. Southworth; Value of 
Birds; The Condor, with an engraving; The 
Tree that Never Fades; The Boon Island Bird 
Trap; An Interesting Story. Editorial; Tem¬ 
perance ; Cost of War; Changes of the Seasons 
Life on the Prairies; Hanging; The Merry 
Scholar; Hymn to the Sabbath, (Poetry;) Elle- 
nora, (Poetry.) 

Poem by Contributors. —The Well of Loch 
Maree, by John G, Whittier ; The Absent One, 
by Oriole. 

Selected Poetry. —Jeannette and Jeannot; Kind- 

The next number will be mailed to subscribers 
on the 24th of December, so as to reach them all 
by the 1st of January. 'It will contain a Christ¬ 
mas story, by Mrs. Southworth; a beautiful 
sketch of a death-bed, by Dr. Elder; and a Gift 
from Martha Russell; beside a variety of other 
pleasant things—so we are told. 


IS" “ I think much of your paper,” says a sub¬ 
scriber, “ and wish it might come regularly. It is 
more irregular under the No-Party Administra¬ 
tion, than it was before. The Postmaster in this 
place cannot read or write well enough for the of¬ 
fice, without any reference to his other qualifica¬ 
tions.. It was kept before by a man well qualified 
for the business, and it was well kept. If the pa¬ 
pers do not come more regularly than they have 
done this year, you will not be able to retain many 
of your subscribers in this place after thiB year.” 

Such paragraphs occur in our business corres¬ 
pondence too often for our comfort. We hope our 
subscribers will consider well before they make 
us suffer for the delinquencies of incompetent 
postmasters. 

This is but another instance showing the neces¬ 
sity of having postmasters elected by the People. 
We are inclined to think that they would'not 
vote for any man for postmaster, who could not 
read writing well: 

GENERAL HOUSTON ON THE TERRITORIAL 
QUESTION. 

It has been stated that General Houston con¬ 
curred with Mr. Benton in his views'of the Ter¬ 
ritorial question. Probably his convictions are 
with the Missouri jggfiator, but his position is 
about as pro-slayery as that of any of his South¬ 
ern friends. Pie has been obliged to succumb to 
the genius of Calhoun, denounce him as he may. 
In fact, the South Carolinian is the embodiment 
of the Slave Power, and rules supremo over the 
sentiment of the Soulh. Let him direct suspicion 
against any public man in a slave State, and see 
to what extreme lengths the latter will be driven, 
in vindication of his devotion to Southern institu¬ 
tions. It is Calhounism against which Benton is 
struggling in Missouri. It is Calhounism which 
disarmed Clay of his power, when he appeared as 
the. advocate of gradual emancipation. It is Cal- 
hounism that has extracted from Mr. Clingman 
his Disunion Letter, and that extorted from M r. 
Mangum his avowal of concurrence with it. It is 
Calhounism that has made it unsafe for Messrs. 
Stephens, Toombs, Owen, Morton, and Cabell, to 
vote for Mr, Winthrop. And Calhounism has 
forced General Houston to the utterance of the 
following most absurd sentiments, in -a letter to 
General Gadsden, of South Carolina: 

“ I have been charged, by some uneandid per¬ 
sons, with being in favor of the Wilmot Proviso. 
The charge I pronounce false. No one is or can 
be more opposed to the Wilmot Proviso than I am 
and ever have been. This Proviso, by its very 
terms, applied alone to territory hereafter to be 
acquired by treaty or otherwise, and not to that 
already held by tbe United States. It had no 
connection with or bearing upon the Oregon bill, 
and in guiding my action upon that measure the 
Wilmot Proviso had no influence. I regard it as 
of mischievous tendency, and doubt not that it 
originated with those who’ cared more for their 
own advancement than for the harmony and well- 
being of the Union. 

“ I have never believed that Congress could 
adopt the Proviso; or that it would be binding 
upon the States, even in the event of its adoption, 
without their separate sanction or their general 
acquiescence. 

“Legislation by Congress on the subject of sla¬ 
very in the Territories is in my opinion useless 
and injudicious. The line of demarcation be¬ 
tween free and elave.States is fixed by the com¬ 
promise. The right of States lying south of that, 
line to be admitted with the institution of slavery, 
if the people asking such admission require it, 
cannot be questioned. 

11 The spirit of the rule would, in my opinion, 
be infringed, should Congress by law attempt to 
exclude the institution from any territory south 
of that line. 

“ I assert the principle that Congress has no right 
to legislate upon the subject of slavery in any of the 
Territories of this Union. It is an institution of 
exclusively domestic regulation, subject alone to 
the control, jurisdiction, and authority, of the 
several States, each acting independently for it¬ 
self. Congress would have the same right to im¬ 


pose slavery upon a State unwilling to receive it, 
as to exolude it from one desirous ot retaining it.” 

This is simply nonsensical. The “ Compromise ” 
which he refers to. he knows very well, applied 
only to the territory belonging to the United 
States in 1820. Texas, California, and New 
Mexico, have been recently acquired, and no 
“rule” has been adopted for any of them except 
Texas. 

As to his assertion that “Congress has no 
right to legislate upon the subjeot of Slavery in 
any of the Territories of this Union,” he made 
it, of course, without thinking what he was about- 
What is the “Compromise” on which he founds 
the right of States Bouth of a certain line to come 
into the Union as slave States'? An act of Con¬ 
gress “on the subject of Slavery in the Territo¬ 
ries of the Union! ” And is not a portion of his 
own Texas prohibited by act of Congress from 
being slave territory north of 36° 30 ? And did 
he not advocate a bill in the Senate, and vote for 
it, too, establishing the Territorial Government 
of Oregon, and sanctioning its laws prohibiting 
Slavery ? He did both, and heknows that he must 
answer all these questions in the affirmative; and 
yet, in fear of the Calhonn faction, he declares 
that “ Congress has no right to legislate on the 
subject of Slavery in the Territories of theUnited 
States.” Rather small business, that, for the 
“hero of San Jacinto.” 

THE CONTEST FOR SPEAKERSHIP. 

Thursday, Dec. 6th.— The struggle for the 
Speakership has now continued for three days— 
and there is no choice. Public attention will be 
aroused throughout the nation. The People will 
inquire into the meaning of this conduct.. What 
is it that prevents the organization of the Na¬ 
tional Legislature ? The reckless conduct of a 
few factious men, (some Will answer,) who are de¬ 
termined to rule or ruin. But the cause lies 
deeper than this; the Slavery Question is the 
sole element of this struggle for the control of the 
organization of the House, and it is idle to at¬ 
tempt to concealit. 

To a great extent, the committees shape the 
proceedings of that body—they take the 
tive in legislation. But the Speaker constitutes 
the committees- Hence the strife of parties for 
the control of the Speakership. Each seeks to 
fill it with a man who shall represent its vi( 
and favor its policy. For the last quarter of a 
century, the chair has been occupied in s 
with rare exceptions, by slaveholders; so that 
slavery, in all controversies respecting its claims, 
has had not only the advantage of a presiding 
officer inclined to settle points of order in its 
favor, hut the advantage of favorable committees 
constituted under its dictation. To such an ex¬ 
tent has this monopoly been carried that, al¬ 
though the Democratic party has generally been 
in the ascendent in Congress, for the laBt twenty- 
five years but one Democrat from the free States 
\has been chosen Speaker, and he held the office 
Sonly two years. 

j But, we all know how the old parties have been 
constituted—how entirely in all matters pertain¬ 
ing to national polities; where the views, inter¬ 
ests, and prejudices, of the slaveholding and 
sla^eholding seotions have come into collision, the 
latter have yielded to the exactions of the former. 
Where a National Convention has been held, the 
slaveholders have either enforced a formal recog¬ 
nition of their claims, or Bilent acquiescence ii 
them. Where a President was to be chosen, by 
them has the nominee been dictated. And where 
a Speaker of the House was to be elected, they 
have either furnished the candidate from their 
own caste, or contrived to secure the choice of 
man from the free States, consenting to their pol¬ 
icy in relation to slavery. The committees con¬ 
stituted by. John Davis of Indiana, and after¬ 
wards by Robert C. Winthrop of Massachusetts, 
were just as Unfavorable to to Human Liberty, as 
if they had been appointed by a slaveholder. As 
a presiding officer, Mr. Winthrop was unexcep¬ 
tionable ; but it is. well known that the Commit¬ 
tee on the Territories which he appointed did not 
report any bills for the government of New Mex¬ 
ico and California till instructed positively by the 
House to do so- and to incorporate with them the 
Wilmot Proviso; and the Committee on the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia never reported any bill to abol¬ 
ish the slave traffic in the District,'although, un¬ 
der instructions, it, did report some kind of a 
measure to .prohibit the importation of slaves— 
and this it left to take care of itself. a 
Now, the non-slaveholders of the country, con¬ 
stituting the great majority of the citizens, de¬ 
mand that the committees of the House should 
represent,the Sentiment of Liberty, and not that 
of Slavery. They seek no violation of the Constitu¬ 
tion— n<Ss invasion of State rights^-no legislative 
interference by Congress with the “ domestic,insti¬ 
tutions ” of the slave States. They do seek to de¬ 
nationalize slavery—to relieve the General Gov¬ 
ernment from the responsibility of upholding or 
extending it. Their demand is that their Prin¬ 
ciples on the Slavery (Luestion, be represented 
:by the committees of Congress so far as they may 
be called upon to act on that (Question. But, Be¬ 
long as the old parties keep up the Usage of elect, 
ing as Speakers, men pledged to secure slavery 
against disturbance, within the exclusive juris¬ 
diction of the Federal Government., this demand 
will not be responded to: the committees will con¬ 
tinue to be controlled by the §lave Power. 

A portion ef non-Slaveholding voters, aware of 
this state of things, withdrew from their respect, 
ive parties in 1840, and commenced the policy of 
voting for candidates pledged in favor of Human 
Liberty. Year after year they persisted in this 
course, in the face of sunk proscription as had 
before been measured out to any jiody of 
citizens in this country; interfering more and 
with the arrangements of the old parties 
until, being absorbed in the Free Soil movement 
in 1848. on which they stomped their Principles 
and Policy; they succeeded, in sonjiftetion with 
their new co-workers, in returning to Congress 
from fourteen to eighteen Representatives, and 
Senator, to stand beside another whom their 
influence had previously elevated- It was not ex¬ 
pected that all these Representatives iyould 
pursue the same policy — but nine of them 
elected under such circumstances, and they 
made of suoh materials, that it was believed 
they would unflinchingly represent the Senti¬ 
ment, fully, wisely, and fearlessly act upon the 
Principles, by the power of which they had been 

Congress opened. The old parties held their 
mouses. In one, resolutions were introduced 
pledging the Whig parly against any interfer- 
with slavery in the District of Columbia, 
and any attempt to prohibit it-in the Territories. 
They were laid upon the table, for the simple 
reason that they might jeopard the union of the 
party—Southern members expressing, however, 
their approbation of the resolutions, and Northern 
members assenting in general terms to one, and 
pleading, that the adoption of a Constitution by 
the People of California, obviated the heeessityuf 
the other. The discussion and action of the pau. 
ous, of which we present on Our first page a re. 
port,, taken from the New York Express, the edi- 
of which was a member of the caucus, demon¬ 
strate that the aim of the Whig party in Con¬ 
gress will be, if possible, to evade the two issues 
raised by the resolutions. Mr. Winthrop there¬ 
upon was. nominated—a gentleman whbse ».ctjon 
heretofore in the appointment of committees fur. 
nished a pledge sufficient to satisfy slaveholding 
Whigs generally in regard to his future action, 
if again chosen. 

The Democratic caucus was confessedly under 
the complete control of the slaveholders, and Mr. 
Cobb, a pledged enemy of the Wilrnot Proviso, 
one who showed more skill than any other South, 
ern man in the desperate struggle on the last 
night of the last Congress to defeat the measure, 
was selected as the Democratic candidate for 
Speaker. 

Now, what could the Free Democrats, or the Free 
Soil men, do, under suoh circumstances ? They 
are not factious men—they have no wish 
vent the organization of the House—but, the two 


old parties had tendered to them candidates, ei¬ 
ther of whom, if chosen, would have constituted 
the committees in suoh a way as to defeat the 
very objects to accomplish which.the People had 
sent them to Congress. How could they accept 
| _ either, without treason to their constituents, with¬ 
out repudiating the Principles which they were 
chosen to represent? Their position was one of 
great responsibility. They could not suffer Lib¬ 
erty to be stricken down in the houseof its friends. 
They met; calmly, earnestly, long deliberated, 
and their conclusion was, to nominate a candidate 
pledged to active opposition to the extension of 
slavery into United Slates territory, and against 
the admission of any more slave States; and to 
abide by him, till the antagonistic nominations 
were defeated. Eight of them, as we stated in 
our last number, united and constituted the Free 
Soil paTty proper—had Julian been here, the 
number would have been nine. 

Four others, Whigs, had been elected by suoh 
combinations, as were thought to impose an obli¬ 
gation to vote against candidates not positively 
known to he pledged on the issues just mention¬ 
ed. Of these, Mr. Hunter, elected in the dis¬ 
trict formerly represented by Mr. Kennon, who 
was defeated on account of his pro-slavery course, 
has voted from first to last for the caucuB nominee 
of the Taylor men, thus casting off all obligation 
to his Free Soil constituents. Mr. SrRATUE, wh'o 
could not have been elected without an open 
avowal of adhesion to the Buffalo platform, voted 
once with the Free-Soilers, but against them 
every other trial, and for Winthrop, although 
aware of the action of that gentleman in the last 
Congress. Messrs. Crowell and Campbell, nei¬ 
ther of whom could support General Taylor, both 
of whom are in Congress by the power of Free 
Soil men, stood aloof from the Free Soil members, 
voted till W ednesday for Mr. Mann, and then, 
on the third, the other on the fourth, trial, aban. 
doned their independent position, threw them¬ 
selves into the ranks of the Administration party ; 
and assumed whatever responsibility may follow 
its success in the House. Mr. Mann, who 
chosen, unpledged, by the Free Soil men and the 
Whigs of his district, has from the beginning 
voted with the Administration party. 

So much for the Free Soil Whigs. Of the 
Democrats, we have always understood that 
Messrs. Booth, Waldo, and Cleveland, of Connec¬ 
ticut, were elected by suoh combinations, and on 
such principles, that they could not vote in Con¬ 
gress for any candidate for the Speakership, 
known to be opposed to Slavery Extension. One 
of them, Mr. Waldo, went into Democratic cau¬ 
cus, voted there for Mr. Cobb, a Slavery exten- 
sionist, for Speaker, and has voted steadily for 
him in the House on every trial. Messrs. Cleve¬ 
land and Booth, understanding their position in 
relation to their constituents, to impose on them 
the duty of refusing their votes to any candidate 
of this stamp, took no part in the caucus, and 
have uniformly voted against its nominee, Mr, 
Booth voting generally for Mr. Cleveland, and 
Mr. Cleveland for Emery D. Potter of Ohio- 
Beside these, Mr. Peck, of Vermont, and Mr' 
Doty of Wisconsin, have constantly voted for 
Free Soil candidates; and so has Mr. Bingham of 
Michigan except for two days. Other Democrat¬ 
ic members from the free States are beginning 
a similar policy. None of the gentlemen named, 
however, cooperate fully with the eight members 
we have mentioned, as acting together. 

It will be observed that Cabell of Florida, Hil¬ 
liard of Alabama, Morton of Virginia, Stephens, 
Toombs, and Owen, of Georgia, have separated 
from the Administration Party. Not content 
with giving the North a slaveholding President, 
they must needs insist upon its accepting a 
Southern Speaker. Nothing less than the con¬ 
trol of every Department of the Government can 
satisfy them. They would not suffer their 
Southern candidate for the Presidency to come 
under any pledges to the North, but when the 
North insists that its candidate for the Speaker- 
ship should come under no formal pledges to the 
South, they scout the idea ! Their course now is 
as manly as their course in relation to the Presi¬ 
dency was unmanly. It is bat fair that the opin¬ 
ions and policy of a candidate, for"the Presidency, 
on the Slavery Question,should be fully declared, 
and fair dealing requires the same kind of frank¬ 
ness in a candidate for the Speakership. The 
Free Soil Men will take nothing on trust, and 
they do not blame the recusant Whigs of the 
South for refusing to vote on an uncertainty. It 
is time to have done with double dealing. Let 
the Slavery Men and Free Soil Men meet each 
other face to face, with no compromisers between 

them. The aim of one party iB to denationalize 
Slavery, of the other, to nationalise it. Let each 
vote for the candidate representing its views; 

then, whatever the issue, the struggle will be a 
fair, an open one. Free Soil Men, if defeated, 
will pick their flints and try again. Slavery 
Men, if defeated, can do the same. The sooner 
Congress is brought to this point, admitting of no 
evasion, compromise, or postponement, the better 
for the peace of the country. The Free Soil Men 
will not change their position. They will vote 
for their own candidate till he be elected, till the 
old parties coalesce against them, or till on,e or 
the other of them tender them a candidate known 
to be firmly and actively opposed to the extension 
of slavery, and the admission of any more slave 
States. They know that they will be sustained 
in this position by the sentiment of the great ma¬ 
jority of the Non-Slaveholders of the nation, and, 
in this conviction, they are prepared, calmly and 
fearlessly, to abide the result of the struggle. 
The contest is not one of their own seeking. 
They would never have made Slavery a question 
in Congress, had not Slaveholders sought to use 
,the Federal Government to sustain and extend 
the system, As partners in this Government, 
they will not consent to gugh prostitution of its 
power. They did not vote for the war with. Mex¬ 
ico, they did not bring new territory into the 
Union ; but the war having been closed by the con¬ 
quest of yast new regions, now free from Slavery, 
they would deserve the bjtter execrations of man¬ 
kind, did they not use every effort to keep them 
free. And when, at the opening of the Nation’s 
legislature, Slavery rears its brazen front, and 
demands, as a condition to the organization of the 
House, that tjhe Speakership shalj be filled by 
one favorable to its pretensions, or consenting to 

them, they can do no less than confront ihe tyrant 
with the declaration that, with their consent, 
there shall be no organisation of the House, that 
does not furnish satisfactory guaranties against its 
usurpations. Slavery Extensionists have made 
the test; inflexible resistance to it is the solemn 
duty of the Free Soil Men ; and upon the former, 
not the latter, will rest whatever evil consequences 
may pesujt from the struggle, while to the latter, 
not the former, mpst fye credited whatever of good 
shall follow. 

Tuesday, December il, : 1849—The preceding 
article was written last Thursday morning. Since 

then, the House has been employed every day, 
cept Sunday, in trying to elect a Speaker. There 
have been thirty-six ineffectual trials, the ses¬ 
sions occasionally having been protracted 

a late hour, Every observer has been struck 
with the moderation and decorum of the mem, 
bers. With no law, they are a law to them? 
selves, and, thus far, the order maintained is bet¬ 
ter than usually prevails with a Speaker in the 
chair. -Now-and then we have a discussion, but 
it is brief and good t empered—all seem to regard 
the struggle ae so important apd exciting in itself 
that. It is prudent to. abstain from debate. 

It will be observed that Mr. Hilliard now 
tains Mr. Winthrop, having separated himself 
from his compatriots of Georgia, Virginia, and 
Alabama. 

Mr. Howe, who voted with the Eree-Soilers 
four days, on the fifth went over to Mr. Win¬ 
throp. It is deeply to he regretted that any mem¬ 
ber, having once taken his position with the.Free- 
Soilers, should abandon it. 

It is not for us to question the motives of those 
Free Soil Whigs or Democrats who have from 
the start sustained their own party nominations 
but Messrs. Sprague and Howe at first ranked 


themselves with the Free Soil party,so that, their 
conversion was calculated to do damage to the in¬ 
fluence and standing of the small band of heroic 
from whom they withdrew. This is a orisis 
when any indication of vacillating purpose 
among the friends of Free Soil will serve only to 
protract a struggle which they must desire to see 
terminate in the triumph of Liberty. The man 
who votes to-flay with one party, and to-morrow 
with another, forfeits the respect and confidence 
of both. It is all important that the ranks of the 
Free Soil men remain unbroken. They are con¬ 
tending for a vital' principle, and should contend 
with one mind and immovable purpose. 

Mr. Cobb, in a Democratic caucus on Friday 
night., formally withdrew his name as a candidate. 
Since then, the strength of various cmdidates 
has been tested, but without a satisfactory result. 
Mr. Richardson, of Illinois, who has always stood 
shoulder to shoulder with the supporters of Sla¬ 
very, was pushed forward by the extreme Slavery 
men, hut soon fell flat. Mr. Miller, of Ohio, a 
member wearing the same livery, has been tried, 
but is weighed in the balance, and found wanting. 
Mr. Potter, of Ohio, a fair candidate, rose to 78, 
but his friends were informed by Southern mem¬ 
bers that they could not support him, and he re¬ 
tired gracefully from the track. The record of 
his public career was found to contain some votes 
in favor of Liberty. W. J. Brown, of Indiana, a 
Non-Interventionist of the first water, with a rec¬ 
ord without blot in the judgment of the Slave¬ 
holders, was then put forward, and received on 
. the first trial the vote of Mr. Tenable, who had 
declared twenty minutes before, in his place, to 
the House, that he never would give his vote to a 
Free Soil man. Mr. Brown cannot be elected, 
unless he give assurances satisfactory to the Free 
Soil men; but if he do this, all the good he has 
done, in the eyes of the Slavery men, will be re¬ 
membered no more. 

For one, we say, down with all double dealing! 
Let us have an honorable man, with opinions on 
the Paramount Guestion he is not afraid to avow. 
No gentleman will seek to obtain votes on the 
strength of opinions he does not honestly hold 
and intend to abide by. Nor have we any sym¬ 
pathy with those who are intent on obtaining a 
Speaker from a oeriain section, without reference 
to his opinions and character. A manly, fearless 
Slaveholder is far preferable to a truckling, ser¬ 
vile Northerner. The question does not concern 
a man’s birthplace or residence, but his principles 
and character. 

Members of Congress undoubtedly understand 
all this. We are not lecturing them, but simply 
holding converse with our subscribers. 

A FALSE YIEW, 

The late Demoeratio Convention of Massachu¬ 
setts passed the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That ;n every choice of a President 
by the people, since Massachusetts and Virginia 
severed upon the Federal and Democratic plat¬ 
forms, the* Democratic candidate has succeeded 
by the union of the Democrats North and South; 
and that the only exception to this has been the 
recent eleotion of General Taylor by the feud in 
New York, and the bad faith of the South.” 

The Albany Argus, a paper steeped in Hunker- 
ism, and intensely anxious to replace the yoke of 
slavery on the neck of the Northern Democracy, 
denies that the bad faith of the South had any¬ 
thing to do with the defeat of General Cass; and, 
by special pleading, and a shameful suppression 
of the truth, attempts to show that the slave 
States, on the whole, voted in 1848 as they had 
done in 1846. Georgia and Louisiana were indeed 
exceptions, but the formep, at the beBt, is an un¬ 
certain State, and the latter was the residence of 
General Taylor, and was carried away by its mil¬ 
itary ardor. 

It is not worth while to waste words upon that 
paper, but the Northern Democracy may as 
well recollect a few facts. 

An examination of the last three Presidential 
elections, will show that while sectional feeling has 
had little or nothing to do with the action of the 
old parties in the free States, it has exerted a con¬ 
trolling influence over these parties in the South. 
In 1840, the free States gave 156 electoral votes for 
General Harrison, a Virginian by birth, educa¬ 
tion, and sympathies, although a resident of a free 
State: and only 12 for Martin Van Buren, a 
Northern Man, native as well as a citizen of a 
free State. The slave States, although sustained 
from time immemorial by the Democracy of the 
North, claimed by Thomas Jefferson as the na¬ 
tural ally of the South, and although containing 
a majority of Democrats, so called, gave the Vir¬ 
ginian Whig 78 electoral votes, and the New 
York Democrat only 48- 

In 1844, when Mr. Clay, a native and citizen of | 
a slave State, but not identified thoroughly with 
the Slave Power; and Mr. Polk, a native and cit¬ 
izen of a slave State, fully committed to the Slave 
Power, were the candidates of the old parties; the 
Whigs were defeated—the North giving 103 elec¬ 
toral votes to. the latter, and only 58 to the for¬ 
mer ; while the South, having no motive this time 
to prove recreant to the Northern Democracy, 
gave Mr. Polk 18, Mr. Clay only 47 votes. 

In 1848, the Demoeratio party, once more under 
the lead of a Northern man, is routed by the 
Whigs, under the lead of a Southern man, com¬ 
pletely identified with the “ peculiar institution.” 
The North, with its usual disregard of sectional 
Considerations, giveB 97 votes to the Slaveholder, 
and 72 to the 'if on-slaveholder; unlike the South,: 
which, ever mindful of its peculiar institution,” 
instead of giving 67 for the Democratic candidate; 
and 47 for the Whig, as she did in 1844, oasts 63 
for the Whig, and only 51 for the Democratic, 
(omitting the votes of Texas and Florida, which 
were not States in 1844.) 

As a general thing, a Southern candidate will 
command the full vote of his party at the North, 
but a Northern candidate cannot bring out the 
frill vote of his party at the South, if his opponent 
he a Southern man. 

The following table, which cost us aopie labor, 
will furnish the People with material for reflec¬ 
tion. It shows the increase and decrease in the 
pgpular vote for each of the candidates of the old 
parties, in eaph of tfie slave States, for the last 
thfee Presidential elections. 
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folly, or extreme knavery, for a Northern politi- 
to attemptto persuade the Democracy of the 
free. States that they can elect a Northern man 
by the aid of the .Slaveholders. Let him grovel 
as low as he pleases, they will spurn him, if for 
nothing else, to teach their “allies,” so called, 
that leadership does not belong to them. The 
institution of Slavery is a stronger bond of union 
among Slaveholders than any ties of party. Its 
interests, its claims, rise above all party consid¬ 
erations. This “ fraternal political union” between 
the Democratic Yeomanry of the country, and the 
Oligarchy of Slaveholders which at present con¬ 
trols the politics of the South, oan be purchased 
only by submission to their demands in all that 
relates to Slavery. They need the Democracy 
the Northern Guard of Slavery, and for its se 
vices in this way, they are willing to give it, n 
the Presidential office, but just such of the offices 
aB may be controlled by the President,, who must 
be one with them. It is this most humble “ fraternal 
political union,” with which Northern Hunkerism 
is so fond of indoctrinating its supporters. 

MR. ADAMS’S DIARY. 

The extract from Mr. Adams’s Diary, as a mat¬ 
ter of history, is interesting; but however con¬ 
clusively it may show the incorrectness of Mr. 
Calhoun’s memory, it as completely shows that 
Mr. Adams, even at the time he was Secretary of 
State under Mr. Monroe, was fierce in his feel¬ 
ings, and prejudiced in his judgment, on the sub¬ 
ject of slavery. We had supposed that Mr. Ad¬ 
ams’s fanaticism, with regard to that matter, was 
engendered since he left the Presidential chair; 
but it now appears that he was all along rabid. 
He contrived, however, to be cautious in the ex¬ 
position of his views—and, whilst in office, could 
not have been known to entertain the views that 
he has expressed in his Diary. It was only after 
he came to Congress, in the latter years of his 
life, that he blazed ont as an agitator on the slave 
question.— Alexandria Gazette. 

There was a time when the Gazette seemed able 
to comprehend how men could regard Slavery as 
a great evil, and yet he reasonable and patriotic. 
Within a year, a change has come over its spirit. 
It evidently looks upon Slavery as something so 
wise, just, and good, that whoever opposes it gives 
evidence that he is a rabid fanatic. 

Mr. Adams entertained the same views of Sla¬ 
very that were held by Thomas Jefferson and 
George Washington and Patrick Henry, on 
whose fame Virginia rests her chief claim to dis 
tinotion now. If he was-a fanatic, so were they. 

The Gazette has very queer notions. Men who 
seek to elevate the human race, to secure to 
laborer his hire, to extend Free Institutions, 
fanatical; men who are ready to pull down the 
pillars of the Union, because they are thwarted 
in their attempt to enslave a continent, are 
sonable, moderate, well principled! Mr. Adams 
is a fanatic—Mr. Calhoun, a philosopher! 

“SLAYERY AGITATION,” NOT SLAYERY, “AN 
ULCER.” 

Our highly respectable neighbors of the Intelli¬ 
gencer, with all their caution and discretion, occa¬ 
sionally, at very long intervals, unintentionally, 
unfortunately, let slip Borne expression or other, 
indirectly, remotely, faintly implying ground for 
a conjecture, that slavery is not, in their opinion, 
in all respects, under all circumstances, the very 
best thing.in the world : and, when they do so, it 
is wonderful to see the alacrity and amplitude of 
their apologies for so grave a misdemeanor. The 
following is an amusing instance from their pa¬ 
per of Friday: 

“ Whatever care may be exercised by tbe news¬ 
paper press to avoid giving causeless offence to 
any human being—and no press, oertainly, has 
been more constantly on its guard against offend¬ 
ing in that particular than this—we know by ex¬ 
perience how difficult, nay, impossible, it is to 
avoid misinterpretation of one’s language, and 
still more so to avoid expressions on one’s own 
part which are really susceptible of misappre¬ 
hension. . 

“An instance of the ‘misinterpretation’ to 
which we refer occurred, when, a few ago, we 
said We had always regarded the Slavery question 

' an ulcer on the body politic.’ This, we hear, 
.understood by some of our readers as repre¬ 
senting the relation of Slavery, where it exists by 
law and common acquiescence, as an ulcer, &c. 
That is a question the determination of which be¬ 
longs to the People of each body politic—that is 
to say, of each State.—which alone has a right to 
determine it, and with which right neither any 
other State nor the whole Congress of States has 
ihe power to interfere. What we meant was, as 
we trust it was generally understood by our read¬ 
ers, that the Slavery agitation is an excrescence, 
an ulcer, on the body of the Government of the 
United States, extraneous to its nature, foreign 
to its Objects, and oapable of being so aggravated 
as to be fatal to the vital principle of that Gov¬ 
ernment, the Union itself.” 

How exacting the spirit of Slavery! If it could, 
it would place an overseer over every press, a 
padlock on every lip. It would have been cred¬ 
itable to the Intelligencer to let its remark go with¬ 
out apology. Slavery is an “ulcer”—“a cancer, 
a slow, consuming cancer,” in the language of 
Thomas F. Marshall of Kentucky—“a ci 
as Henry Clay justly styled it—and one way in 
which it has cursed the country is; by subjugat¬ 
ing to its iron, rule the minds and consciences of 
so many respectable citizens, secretly hostile to it. 

REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

The premature publication of the report of 
the Postmaster General has occasioned some sur¬ 
prise. The explanation is given by the Wash¬ 
ington correspondent of the North American. He 
says that, at his request, Mr. Collamer, to oblige 
the press, allowed the reporters of several i 
papers to take copies of it, under the pledge that 
they were not to publish it till it should be com¬ 
municated to Congress in the usual way. One of 
these copies was dispatched to the Baltii 
Sun, the copyist innocently omitting to state 
condition on which it had been obtained, and the 
Sun, just as innocently gave it to the world ! 

We do not believe Mr. Collamer will be 
amiably disposed the next time. 

As to the report itself, it is respectable, and 
presents a highly satisfactory statement of the 
condition of the Department. The excess of 
gross revenue the last year was between four and 
five hundred thousand dollars, and iucluding for¬ 
mer balances, the sum of near seven hundred 
thousand dollars remained unexpended of last 
year’s revenue. The following shows the ir 
crease of the revenue from postages since 1815: 


«S 5 "3 

58<!39; 14 20 


Average of 3 ye 


a 1846 


48; . 


It will be observed that Mr. Clay, Whig, 
ping against a thorough partisan of Slavery, fell 
short ju thp slave States 7,864 of the vote given 
to General Harrison ; while Mr. Polk, Democrat, 
Increased nearly 100,000 on the vote given to. Mr- 
Van Buren ; but that General Taylor, Whig? 
received nearly 41,000 votes more than Mr. Clay j 
while General Cass, Democrat, fell short of Mr. 
Polk’s vote more than 20,000! Mr. Polk, a South¬ 
ern man and Slaveholder, in 1844 receives 100,000’ 
votes more than the Democratic candidate, a 
Northern man, in 1840, and 20,000 more than the 
Democratic candidate, a Northern man, in 1848. 

And is there any one green enough to suppose 
that this will not again happen? It is extreme 


Founding his estimates on this table, Mr. Col¬ 
lamer calculates that there will be a balance of 
revenue on the 30th June,.1850, of $1,083,710.47. 
The free mail matter, if charged, would yield, 
probably a revenue of nearly one million dollars. 
This sum, under the present system of franking, 
js r,eally charged upon the private correspond¬ 
ence of the country, which is thus heavily taxed 
to pay the expenses of the official correspondence 
of Government and of Congress. In view of the 
facts and figures submitted by Mr. Collamer, 
re-oompiendation to reduce the letter postage to 
uniform rate of two cents would have seemed 
reasonable; but the Postmaster General merely 
recommends the reduction of the rates tc 
cents for all distances. 

We hope Congress will act upon the facts, and 
not the advice of the Postmaster General. Give 
us a system of cheap postage at onoe. We have 
been experimenting long enough. With the 
ample of Great Britain, and the results of < 
own experience before us, surely there is 
ground for hesitation. 

TEMPERANCE HOTELS. 

Mu. Editor : It is a matter of regret that the 
Temperance Hotels of our country are not better 
sustained. It is clear, to my mind, that it is the 
duty of the friends of Temperance to give this 
class of public houses the preference, especially 
where the accommodations are equal to those of 
Anti-Temperance Hotels; of the same class, and 


the prices the same. But how few seem to act 
upon this principle 1 

1 have been led to make these remarks by ob- 

rving that Beers’s Temperance Hotel, ot your city, 
where I write this, receives far less patronage 
than it deserves. This house is oertainly eligi¬ 
bly situated, being on 3d street, near tbe avenue, 
while its rooms are pleasant, and its table fare is 
good, though plain, as the fare of a Temperance 
house ought to be. I notice that it has been con¬ 
siderably renovated, since I was here, last year. 

To Anti-Slavery Teetotalers it will be some¬ 
thing in Mr. Beers’s favor to say that on his news 
table may be found the National Era. In this're¬ 
spect, it has shown itself a noble exception, ever 
since the paper.was commenced. Let this not be 
forgotten by those friends of general reform visit¬ 
ing Washington. S. 

Washington, December 3,1849. 

THE MONTHLIES. 

The Monthlies for January are brilliant, Each 
strives to surpass itself in beauty of embellish¬ 
ments and wealth of Contributions. 

Surtain’s Union Magazine boasts its 104 pages; 
33 embellishments, and 44 original contributions. 
It is a superb number in appearance, and really 
excellent in matter. 

Publishers, John Sartnin & Co>;, Philadelphia; 
Editors, Mrs. C. M. Kirkland and Professor John 
D, Hart. 

Graham's Magazine appears in a very beautiful 
dress, and with an extra amount of matter from 
valuable contributors, ft contains the first of 
Arthur’s Illustrated Nouvelletes, a poem from 
Longfellow, a sketch from Grace Greenwood, and 
other attractions. 

Godey’s Lady’s Book , with its “ Tableaux of 
Life,” comes next. Longfellow, Park Benjamin, 
Grace Greenwood, Arthur, Willis,, Conrad, 
Holmes, Mrs. Hale, Mrs. Ellet, &o., contribute to 
its pages. An imposing array of talent. Gra¬ 
ham’s styles itself, “the Leading Periodical of 
America ”—Godey christens his, “ Excelsior— 
the Book of the Nation.” 

There seems to be no limit to the enterprise 
and tact of these Monthlies. 

LETTERS FROM GRACE GREENWOOD, 

New York, Nov. 30, 1849. 

To the Editor of the National Era ; 

Dear Sir : I left Boston on the eve of Monday 
last, and reached this city early on the following 
morning, after a safe and pleasant little journey. 

The weather, since my arrival in town, though 
somewhat cold, has been very obligingly clear and 
sunny—a good light by which to see pictures, 
shop-windows, and gay promenaders. The pave 
of Broadway is resplendent, dazzling with its end¬ 
less succession of brilliant winter costumes. In 
truth a splendid sight! though perhaps too sug¬ 
gestive of vain thoughts and carnal desires. Oh, 
great sonl! Oh, devout heart! be thou blind to 
the waving of plumes and the flutter of ribbons— 
to the rich lights playing about the folds of vel¬ 
vets and satins; the ostentatious comfort of furs; 
the soft, seducing lustre of poplins! Set thy face 
as a flint against the insinuating smiles of hand¬ 
some young shopmen—make thine ear like unto 
an adder’s towards voluble French milliners—be 
strong in thy resistance—be humble in tby de¬ 
sires—leave thy purse at home, and thou art safe. 

I accompanied my friends to the Opera a few 
nights since, and saw Rosini’s “ Oiello” performed. 
The new Prime Donna, Signorina Bertncca, 
though by no means a handsome woman or a 
great actress, is a very pleasing person on the 
stage, and a delightful singer. Sheplays the harp, 

' exquisitely, in the part of Desdemona. 
But Signor Forti as Oltllo—Ob, Heaven deliver 
us! Never did I look upon so ridiculous a sight! 
Tis the richest, broadest burlesque imaginable 
Fanoy “ the noble Moor” represented by a little, 
ugly, insignificant fellow, in loose blue trowsers, 
gray jacket, bright red shoes, and an odd sort of 
a scull-oap, or smoking-cap, with a long, dangling 
tassel! The murder in the last act was an inde¬ 
scribably disgusting scene. The black rascal 
smother her quietly in her bed, accord¬ 
ing to authority, but rouses her, pulls her off the 
eoucb, and chases her about the chamber, flour¬ 
ishing his dagger, and singing his brutal threats 
and fierce imprecations. Still, one does not shud¬ 
der at the assassin, but laughs at the harlequin 
throughout. I could but think, as I sat unwil¬ 
lingly beholding the operatic murder of the “ no¬ 
ble” murderer, should Shakspeare’B spirit get an 
inkling of what was going on, it were enough to 
make him unoomfortable in glory—to take away 
his apetite for ambrosia, and spoil the flavor of 

Condole with me—-I have missed seeing Fred- 
rika Bremer! The day I left Boston she made 
her exodus from Gotham—set out for Hartford 
for a brief visit to Mrs. Sigourney, from whom 
she goes to Boston, where she is to spend some 
time, I believe. My friend, Miss Lynch, with 
whom Miss Bremer stayed some weeks, speaks of 
her illustrious guest with much enthusiasm and 
affection. The Swedish lioness “ roars you gen¬ 
tly, an’ it were a nightingale,” as Nick Bottom 
would say. She is plain in person and dress, sim¬ 
ple and retiring in manner, exceedingly womanly 
and earnest, lovable and altogether charming, 
when one oan get really near to her. From what 
I hear, 1 should suppose the poor little woman was 
nearly killed with kindnesswhile in New York— 
quite worn down and fagged out by visits, din¬ 
ner-parties, and soirfes, and beset beyond all ex¬ 
ample by merciless autograph-hunters. Now she- 
must open a second campaign in Boston—soon a 
third in Philadelphia or Washington, and so on. 
Oh, God save thee, Fredrika! Keep thee from 
laying thy death at Yankee doors:—thy bones so 
far from tby beloved Northland! For the sake 
of hosts of readers, humanity, and the Howitts, 
take eare of thyself! 

Hecemher 3 —Various matters have occupied my 
time and thoughts for some days past, and this 
letter meanwhile has been lying on my hands. 

I had expected to leave for Philadelphia this 
morning, but a horrible storm of rain, and hail, 
and fierce driving wind, detains me. All night 
long the windows shook and rattled, and even the 
firm and solid walls of the house seemed rooking 
to the tempest. 

I have spent some delightful hours of late ___ 
the various pioture galleries of the city. That of 
the American Art Union is the most full, but the 
Dusseldorf collection is undoubtedly the finest. 
The Adoration of the Magii, Ly Steinbruck, is 
the grandest pioture I have ever seen. The 
Othello and Desdemona, by Hildebrand, is a mag¬ 
nificent painting=-and indeed there are few things 
in the Academy but what, to my eye at least, are 
beautiful and admirable. 

In the American Gallery 1 was particularly 
struck by a very grand “ Marine View,” a cu¬ 
rious pioture of the Carnival of Rome, and by a 
delicious little pioture of Cupid and Psyche, as 
Children. “ Le Cirque Francois ” I should like to 
own for the sake of one of the horses in the pic¬ 
ture—a eupurb creature. 

Many of the pictures in the International Art 
Union strike me as too distinctly French—too 
meretricious in style. Some figures, in especial, 
are fit only to hang in barbers’ shops—Parisian 
barbers’ shops at that. 

I have lately had the pleasure of attending .... 
of Miss Lynch’s delightful Saturday evening re¬ 
unions, where I met many distinguished and 
agreeable persons — authors, artists, musicians, 
heroes, and exiled foreigners, moustached and 
melancholy. Among the latter was the Hunga. 
rian Euvoy, a most interesting man ; with his 
heart still alive and a-glow with patriotism and 
the true Magyar fire, amid all the chill and heav¬ 
iness of disappointment and despair. I looked, 
with a strange, half-wondering interest, on the 
man wbo could call Kossuth “ friend,” for until 
then, it seems, 1 had regarded the grand Magyar 
chieftain more as an abstract divine idea of hero¬ 
ism and greatness, than as their live revelation, 
thin human embodiment; or as an actual, visible, 
palpable fleSh-and-blood existence. 

A great and rare pleasure was ours, that even¬ 
ing, in listening, to the playing and staging of Mr. 
Richard Willis, the young composer and ardent 
musical enthusiast, who has but lately returned 
from Germany, where hehas spent some years in 
study. His music seems mostly sad, thoughtful, 
and delicate, rather than dashing and stormy in 
character; it is sweet, tender, earnest, yet full of 
spiritual meanings; it is like Shelly’s poetry. In 
singing, he does not startle and arouse as much as 
he impresses and subdues; his tones are surcharged 
with.feeling; his heart trembles along his voice. 
Aside from this rare gift, which he has cultivated 
with tireless devotion, Mr. Willis possesses yet 
another, that of song. He is a fine poet, and writes 
th e words as well as the music of his delicious songs. 
What a beautiful and enviable duality of genius! 
What a full and perfeot expression is thus given 
to the sad and joyous emotions of the heart, to its 
dreams and loves, wild hopes and intense longings, 
and passionate regrets—to the restless play of 
fancy—to the swell and surging of free, strong 


thought—to all the deepest delights and divinest 
aspirations of the spirit! 

There was also at the soiree, a young German 
pianist, whose name I will not attempt to write, 
though indeed it is neither long nor harsh, who 
is said to possess great, genius. His playing is 
surely wonderfully fine and most peculiar in its 
oharacter. As I stood near him and watched his 
fingering, thus listening with the eye as well as 
’t did not seem to me that he so much evoked 
tusie from the instrument before him, as be¬ 
stowed it, in a royal largess, a golden shower of 
melody. The liquid tones seemed dripping from 
his fingers, rather than leaping up from the keys 
' his quick, eleotric touch. It was brilliant, it 
a grand ; yet, after all, we missed the subtle,, 
spiritual meanings, the audible beirt-beatings, the 
tearful quality, the sweet human feeling, which 
had most charmed us in the music of the young 
American. 

You shall hear from me in Philadelphia. Till 
then, adieu. Grace Gbeeuwood. 


Haul 


e Hoitsi 


F ReBR 


Washington City, December 7, 1849. . 

To the Editor of the National Era. : 

Sir: In looking over your paper of the 6t.h 
tast, I find an editorial headed “Preliminary 
Management,” in which you say, “ Mr. Disney sup¬ 
ported Cobb. The Indiana delegation was equally 
amiable.” In justice to myself, 1 will say that your 
information upon that subjeot is incorrect-. 1 voted 
in cauous for Mr. Porter, and against oil the other 
nominees. You will therefore please make the 
necessary correction, and oblige your obedient 
“ rvant, A.. J. Harlan. 

LATER FROM CALIFORNIA. 

The steamship Crescent City, from Chagres, 
arrived at New York a few days since, bringing 
dates from California to the 2d of November. 
She brought nearly a million of dollars on freight, 
besides a large amount of gol'd belonging to pas¬ 
sengers. 

The Convention for the formation of a State 
Constitution, after having completed its business, 
adjourned on the 13th of October. 

The Constitution was to be submitted to the 
People on the 13th of November, and no doubt ‘ 
was entertained of its adoption. 

The boundaries of the new State are the fol¬ 
lowing : 

“Commencing at the point of intersection of 
the 42d degree of north latitude with the 120th 
degree of longitude west from Greenwich, and 
running south on the line Of said 120th degree of 
west longitude until it intersects the 39 th degree of 
north latitude; thence running in a straight line 
in a southeasterly direction to the river Colorado, 
at a point where it intersects the 33th degree of 
north latitude; thence down the middle of the 
channel of said river to the boundary line between 
the United States and Mexico, as established by 
the treaty of May 30th, 1848; thence running 
west and along said boundary line to tbe Pacific 
ocean, and extending therein three English miles; 
thenoe running in a northwesterly direction, and 
following the direction of the Pacific coast to the 
42d degree of north latitude ; thenoe on the line 
of said 42d degree of north latitude to the place 
of beginning. Also, all the islands, harbors, and 
bays, along and adjaoent to the Pacific coast.” 

The Constitution In most respects is an admi¬ 
rable document. The .provision adopted in Com¬ 
mittee of the Whole, prohibiting the immigration 
of free colored people to the Territory, was 
stricken out in the House, only eight voting for it. 

The article excluding slavery stands as a part 
of the Bill of Rights. Whether there was any 
opposition to it in the Convention we have not 
yet learned, as our files of papers have not yet- 
come to hand. 

The Bill of Rights oontains the usual guaran- 

es of the rights of the citizen, and the usual re¬ 
strictions upon the pgwers of the Government. 

The framework of the Government is like tbn-t 

1 our State Constitutions generally, so tbat.it is 
entirely unnecessary to publish it. The Govern- 
invested with a veto power, which can be 
overcome only with a two-thirds vote of each 
branch of the Legislature. 

The principle of elections by the People is car¬ 
ried to a great length, judges and every officer of 
any importance being thus elected. 

Every law enacted by the Legislature oan em¬ 
brace but one object. 

The Legislature iB prohibited from granting 
any divorce, from authorizing any lottery, from 
granting any charter for banking purposes. 

The sale of lottery tickets, and the issue or 
circulation of any bill, check, ticket, certificate, 
other paper, as money, and the 
circulation of the paper of any bank, are for¬ 
bidden. 

Corporations, except for municipal purposes, 
can be created only under a general act; and each 
individual of the corporators is held liable for 
the debts of the Corporation. 

The Legislature shall not in any manner 
create any debt or debts, liability or liabilities, 
which shall singly, or in the aggregate with any 
previous debts or liabilities, exceed the sum of 
three hundred thousand dollars, except in case 
" ar, to repel invasion, or suppress insurrec- 
, unless the Barne shall be authorized by some 
law for Borne single objeot or work, to be distinctly 
specified therein, which law shall provide ways 
and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of 
the interest of suoh debt or liability, as it falls 
due, and also pay and discharge the principal of 
suoh debt or liability, within twenty years from 
the time of the contracting thereof, and shall be 
irrepealable until the principal and interest 
thereon shall be paid and discharged; but no such 
law shall take effect until, at a general election, 
it shall have been submitted to the people, and 
have received a majority of all the votes cast for 
and against it at suoh election; and all money 
raised by authority of such law shall be applied 
only to the specific object therein stated, or to the 
payment of the debt thereby created : and such 
law shall be published in at least one newspaper 
in each judicial district, if one be published 
therein, throughout the State, for three months 
next preceding the election at which it is submit¬ 
ted to the people.” 

Wise provisions are made for the establishment 
of common schools, and the education of all the 
people. 

Any person fighting a duel, challenging, or ac¬ 
cepting a challenge, or acting as second in any 
duel, or aiding those thus offending, is deprived 
not only of eligibility to office, but of the right 
of suffrage. 

“ The credit of the State shall not in any man¬ 
ner be given or loaned to or in aid of any indi¬ 
vidual, association, or corporation; nor shall the 
State, directly or indirectly, become a stockholder 
in any assooiation or corporation. 

“ No contract of marriage, if otherwise duly 
made, shall he invalidated for want of conformity 
to the requirements of any religious sect. 

“ All property, both real and personal, of the 
wife, owned or claimed by her before marriage, 
and that acquired afterwards by gift, devise, or 
descent, shall be her separate property; and laws 
shall be passed more clearly defining the rights of 
the wife, in relation as well to her separate prop¬ 
erty, as to that held in common with her husband. 
Laws shall also be passed providing for the regis¬ 
tration of the wife’s separate property. 

“ The Legislature shall protect by law, from 
forced sale, a certain portion of the homestead 
and other property of all heads of families. 

“ No perpetuities shall he allowed, except for 
eleemosynary purposes. 

“ Every person shall be disqualified from hold¬ 
ing any office of profit in this State, who shall 
have been convicted of having given or offered a 
bribe, to procure his eleotion or appointment.” 

We have noticed those features of the Consti¬ 
tution Which specially indicate the democratic 
and liberal sentiments prevailing in California. 
The following provision shows the domination of 
prejudice oyer principle: 

“ Every white male citizen of the United States, 
and every white male citizen of Mexico, who shall 
have elected to become a citizen of the United 
States, under the treaty of peace exchanged and 
ratified at Q,ueretaro, on the 30th day of May, 
1848, of the age of twenty-one years, who shall 
have been a resident of the State six months next 
preceding the eleotion, and the county or district 
in which he claims his vote thirty days, shall be 
entitled to vote at all elections which are now or 
hereafter may be authorized by law. Provided, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to prevent the Legislature, by a two-thirds con¬ 
current vote, from admitting to the right of suf¬ 
frage, Indians or the descendants of Indians, in 
such special cases aDd suoh a proportion of the 
legislative body may deem just and proper.” 

The following extract of a letter from Mr. 
Taylor, published in the Ntm York Tribune, con¬ 
tains all the news of importance: 

“ I estimate the present population of San Fran¬ 
cisco at 15,000. A year ago it was about five hun- 
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dred. The increase since that time has been made 
in the face of the greatest disadvantages under 
which a city ever labored—an uncultivated coun¬ 
try, an ungenial climate, exorbitant rates of la¬ 
bor, want of building materials, imperfect civil 
organization—lacking everything, in short, but 
gold dust and enterprise. The same expense on 
the Atlantic coast would have established a city 
of a hundred thousand inhabitants. The price 
of lumber is still $300 to $400 per M. Five saw¬ 
mills at Santa Cruz, belonging to the same owner, 
rent for $f>0 each daily. All the mills of Oregon 
are kept going, lumber even there bringing Sr 100 
per M. There is no end to the springs of labor 
and traffic which this vast emigration to Califor¬ 
nia has set in motion, not only on the Pacific coast, 
but throughout all Polynesia and Australia. 

“ Political excitement is much more violent here 
than in other parts of California. The closest 
struggle will be for the candidates for Senators. 
The day of ejection—the 13th—isBOnear at hand 
that no thorough organization can be effected. 
The principal candidates for Governor are W. S, 
Sherwood, Judge EUrnett, and William M. 
Stcuart, all of whom are Loeofpoos. Mr. Sher¬ 
wood is a New York Hunker, having been elect¬ 
ed to the Assembly, I believe, from Troy. He is 
a man of ordinary talent, and no orator, but un¬ 
derstands well all the machinery of elections. 
Judge Uurnett, so far as 1 cau learn, has the best, 
chance of election, though Colonel Steuart, who 
came out here as clerk to Commodore Jones, will 
probably run well. Of the candidates for Con¬ 
gress, I think Mr. Gilbert’s election pretty sure. 
He is a Looofdco of the Barnburner sohool, and 
shows bis party prejudices rather strongly in the 
Alla California , which, nevertheless, professes neu¬ 
trality. Mr. Prioe, Mr. Wright, of Sacramento, 
and Mr. Dent, of Monterey, all tocos, are the 
most prominent candidates. The candidates for 
Lieutenant Governor, Francis J. Lippitt and J. 
McDougal, are both good men; Mr. Lippitt is 
widely known and esteemed, and will probably be 
elected. I believe he is a Whig. 

“ The choice of Senator involves many conflict¬ 
ing interests. The candidates, are nearly all men 
well known to the public, in California and at 
home. The most prominent of them, both as re¬ 
gards character and the chances of success, are 
Hon, T, Butler King and John Charles Fremont. 
Mr. King is now at Sonoma, just recovering from 
a long and dangerous illness. His friends, how¬ 
ever, are not, idle, and the influence in his favor is 
very great in the northern portion of the country. 
A call for a mass meeting by his friends obtained 
500 names in this,town. Gen. Yallejo was Presi¬ 
dent of the meeting, and Captain Sutter Vice 
President. An address favoring his nomination 
was adopted, and the meeting passed off with 
much enthusiasm. G eneral Morse, of Louisiana, 
was the principal speaker. The 'Pacific News ad¬ 
vocates Mr. King’s claims with .considerable zeal, 
in connection with those of Fremont. Its princi¬ 
pal editor is Charles H. Bames, Esq., formerly 
connected with the Washington Union , and ap¬ 
pointed by Mr. Polk Commissioner to the Sand¬ 
wich IslandB. The Aka California has lately ex¬ 
hibited its dislike to Mr. King in a manner savor¬ 
ing little of California dignity. I think, however, 
there is a fair chance of his nomination. Mr. 
Fremont’s election is acknowledged on all sideBto 
be nearly certain. He has warmer friends and 
more unrelenting enemies than any man in Cali¬ 
fornia. But the services he has rendered the 
country cannot be overlooked, and those who are 
most violent against him seem doggedly t,o admit 
that he deserves some return. His political char¬ 
acter is not clearly understood, and I presume he 
does not care to be elected on party grounds; this, 
however, only makes his election the more sure. 
Captain Halleck, Secretary of State, the next 
prominent candidate, is a gentleman of unusual 
abilities. His knowledge of the history, civil 
regulations, and present condition of California, 
is superior to that of any other person in the 
State. Had he been content to accept the nomi¬ 
nation for Governor, he could be elected, and 
would do better service than in any other position. 
He is not an active politician, and scarcely a 
party man, which will weaken his chance of elec¬ 
tion as Senator. 

“The other candidates, Mr. Semple and Dr. 
Gwin, are nearly out of the question, though 
there i3 no saying what complexion the Legisla¬ 
ture will finally wear. Dr. Gwin, who was first 
brought into notice by President Jackson’s pa¬ 
tronage, was So sure of his game in the first place 
that ho will probably Jose it in the end. His 
avowal during his passage out last spring that he 
would return in a year as Senator, showed so 
plainly his designs, that the more sensible portion 
of his party are disgusted, and will oppose him. 
Mr. Semple’s chance is rather better, as be is an 
old resident; but I think the choice will fall on 
Hon. T. Butler King and Coi. Fremont. The 
election to be held in two weeks from now will 
very nearly decide matters. 

The general opinion is unanimous in favor of 
the Constitution. It will be adopted with soaroeiy 
a dissenting vote. Mr. J. McHenry Holiinsworth, 
ex-member from San Joaquin, Who came out as 
lieutenant in the New York regiment, goes to 
Washington with the Constitution, by the Cali¬ 
fornia. The members, on the adjournment of the 
Convention, subscribed $500 for the manufacture 
of a snuff-box of California gold, to be present¬ 
ed to Gov. Riley. Capt. Kane, United States 
quartermaster at Monterey, whom I met in Ports¬ 
mouth Square this evening, showed me a splendid 
gold watob, worth an equal amount, whioh they 
had purchased for him. 

The news froth the mines is about the same as 
when I last wrote. The diggers on the forks of 
the American, Feather, and Yuba river&meet with 
a steady return for their labors. On the branohes 
of the San Joaquin, as far as the Towalume, the 
big lumps are still found. I have not heard from 
the Mariposa since I wrote you of Fremont’s mine. 
Capt. Walker, who has a company on thePituna— 
a stream that flows into , the Tulare Lakes—was 
lately in Monterey, buying supplies. His com¬ 
pany is alone in that desolate region, and working 
to advantage, if one may judge of the seoresy 
which atends their movements. The places on 
Trinity river have not turned out so well as was ex- 
peoted, and many of the miners have returned to 
the Sacramento. Several companies have been 
absent among the higher ridges of the Sierra 
Nevada, for a month or more, and it is suspected 
they have discovered diggings somewhere on the 
eastern side. A company of twenty was about 
starting from San Jose on the same errand, when 
I was there on Saturday last. 

“ The sickly season on the Sacramento, which 
was unusually severe and protracted this year, is 
nearly over. At least one-third of the miners 
have more or less suffered from chills and fever, 
and large numbers have died. There have been 
many eases of diarrhoea here and in Monterey, 
but not of a serious nature. The weather now is 
much more genial than when I first arrived, and 
the daily hurricanes have almost entirely ceased. 


ONE WEEK LATER PROM EUROPE. 

Boston, December 0, 1849. 

The telegraph wires between this city and Hal¬ 
ifax having been interrupted, we were unable to 
obtain the news by the Europa until her arrival 
this morning at our port. She reached Halifax 
on Friday morning last, and Boston at 7 o’clock 
this morning. 

In a political point of view the news does not 
possess much interest. 

There has been, as will be seen by the figures, a 
decline in cotton, with a very small business and 
a dull market. 

A treaty of navigation between France and 
Belgium has been signed and ratified. 

Among the passengers in the Europa is an 
English bearer of despatches. 

The rumors of a war 1 between Turkey and 
Russia are fast dying away. At Constantinople 
the English ships of war were anchored within 
the Dardanelles. The French fleet was near 
Smyrna. Nothing further has transpired rela¬ 
tive to the decision of the Emperor of Russia re¬ 
specting Turkish affairs. 

It is positively stated that the dispute between 
France and Morocco has been settled by the Em¬ 
peror conceding all the points demanded by the 
Frenoh. 

GENERAL NEWS. 

Fiunoe. —In consequence of the oonviotiOns be¬ 
fore the High Court of Versailles, twenty seats 
in the French Legislative Assembly have become 
vacant. Gn the 15th the High Court of Ver¬ 
sailles pronounced sentence, par cordumace , of 
transportation for life on Ledru Roliin and S3 
other persons implicated in the June insurrection. 
It was also ordered that the sentence should, 
within three days following, be placarded hy the 
common executioner on the pillory at Paris, but 
President Bonaparte refused to allow the latter 
part of the sentence to be carried into effect. 

The condemned prisoners at Versailles have 
their counsel a letter dated from the prison at 
Versailles, 14th November. Tho letter is signed 
by all the condemned. Eleven of the accused, 
who were acquitted, have also addressed a letter 
of a similar nature to their counsel. The prison¬ 
ers have also in their letter to the Democratic 
journals registered their declaration that they 
were not justly treated by the judges. 

Spain. —General Garabaldi has arrived at Gib¬ 
raltar, on board a Sardinian ship of war. Ten 
thousand francs wire ordered to be given him by 
the Government, but he positively refused to ac¬ 
cept them. 

Private letters have been received from Madrid, 
announcing the promotion of 134 offioers. These 
were granted by General Espartero in the latter 
part of his regency. The act has been recognised 
by the Spanish Government. This measure, it is 
believed, will impart additional strength to Gen¬ 
eral Narvaez against his intriguers. 

Rome. —Everything in the Eternal City re¬ 


mained quiet on the 21st-. The Pope was expect¬ 
ed on that day. A new loan of one million ster¬ 
ling had been concluded. 

Italy.— A large levy of troops is going on in 
Lombardy, causing great discontent. All who are 
able to fly.are doing so. 

Geemany.— The Diet of Sixe-Weinegen have 
approved of the adhesion of the German Confed¬ 
eration, without any reserve of the Duchy to the 
alliance of the three Kings. 

Turkey.—L etters from Widdimof the4thinst., 
state that all the Hungarian and Polish refugees 
have bean transported from that place to Shurnla. 
The first portion left on the 30th, composed of 
four hundred Poles, under ex-General Bern, now 
Murad Pasha; the second portion left next day, 
commanded by General Stein, now Febras Pasha. 
These divisions include those who had apostatized. 
The Magyars left on the 3d, headed by Kossuth. 
The alleged author of the assassination of Count 
Lamberg, M Delladoff, arrived at Constantinople, 
and is regarded as a secret emissary of the Gov¬ 
ernment at St. Petersburg, whose mission is to 
sow discord between the English and Frenoh am¬ 
bassadors, and to upset the Cabinet of Resohid 
Pasha. 

India. —The whole of India is in. a state of pro¬ 
found tranquillity. 

China. —There have been no disturbances with 
the Chinese, as was anticipated. The Chinese 
commissioner at Canton had possession of the 
head and hand of the murdered Governor of Ma¬ 
cao, until the three. Cninese who were detained 
by the Portuguese, were liberated. As these men 
are required as evidence in the recent event, the 
Portuguese have refused to give them up. The 
presence of the American, English, and French 
men-of-war on the station has hitherto prevented 
any outbreak ; but it is scarcely to be anticipated 
that tho Chinese will not avenge the l ate capture 
of their fort and the slaughter of their troops. 
The piratical vessels which infest the Chinese 
waters are more numerous than ever. 

CORRESPONDENCE OP THE NATIONAL ERA, 

Albany, N. Y., Nov. 27, 1849. 

To the Editor of the National Era : 

Thinking perchance yourself and readers might 
feel interested in a communication from this 
“ Capital City of the Empire State,” I send you 
the following. 

We have in a great degree recovered from the 
disastrous effeots of the awful fire of August 17, 
1848. This blow to the business of our city, ter¬ 
rible as it was at the time, has been the means of 
greatly beautifying it, by replacing the one and 
two story frame shells with which the pier and 
dock was chiefly crowded, with handsome, dura¬ 
ble; and commodious brick store-houses of four 
and five stories in height. It has also given us-— 
and it was greatly needed—a^oodsteamboat laud¬ 
ing, without, as.befoTe, interfering with the busi- 
on the already crowded pier. Many streets 
have been raised, widened, and straightened, and 
ow .lined with elegant stores and dwellings 
of. “the latest fashion;” so that our old Dutch 
city has now far more of a Yankee appearance 
than we have heretofore had the ored'it of; and it 
really redounds very greatly to the enterprise, 
energy, and perseverance of the business and 
wealthy men of Albany, that there now exist, in 
but fifteen months after, so few traces of a calami¬ 
ty whieh, shortly after, it was variously estimat¬ 
ed it would take from ten to twenty years to re- 

From our ample accommodations for it, you 
would naturally expect our population to be quite 
a church-going people, (but there is truly room 
for great improvement on that soore, though per¬ 
haps no worse than our neighbors;) we have of 
Methodist churches, (including German and col¬ 
ored,) 7 ; Baptist, C; Presbyterian,!; Episoopal, 
4 ; Catholic, 4 ; Dutch Preformed, 3 ; Lutheran, 
2; Wesleyan Methodist, (including colored,) 2; 
Scotch Presbyterian, 1; Unitarian, 1; Univer- 
salist 1; Friends, 1; Bethel, 1; and Second Ad¬ 
vent, 1. In addition to these, there are now in 
course of erection three others—one of them 
(nearly finished) for the First Presbyterian con¬ 
gregation, under the pastoral charge of Rev. Dr. 
J. N. Campebll, is a- beautiful specimen of Gothic 
architecture, occupying an area of about one hun¬ 
dred and twenty by seventy-five feet; it is of the 
very best workmanship, and, throughout, no ex¬ 
pense has been spared in its erection. The cost 
is between sixty and seventy thousand dollars. 
“ The facing to foundations, the steps, window- 
heads, dressing, and all external ornaments, are 
t stone; the other portions masticated to itn- 
stone.” Also now buildingis an Episcopal 
church, (of the Holy Innocents,} built in a very 
pretty and substantial manner, entirely through 
the liberality of one of ourwealthy citizens, (Wil¬ 
liam H. De Witt, Esq.) The Catholics, not to be 
behind, are erecting a Cathedral different and 
superior to anything yet seen here, “there being 
neither cathedral, chapel, nor meeting-house this 
side the Atlantic fashioned throughout after a 
similar model—the style of the eleventh century.” 
It stands about a sixth of a mile south of tlieCap- 
itol, and, towering up as it does from its elevated 
position, will be, when oompleted, one of the fin¬ 
est architectural embellishments in our country, 
and a source of pridelmdgtrntifioation to our cit- 
as an ornament to fire city. One of the best 
features in it is, that John Randolph’s Philoso¬ 
pher’s Stone, “ Pay as you go,” forms one of the 
main pillars of the erection, as Bishop McCloskey 
not allow it to go on faster than the funds 
‘contributed to pay for it—the best plan, I 
think, to build churohes on, as well as other 

Politically, we are now in that state of quies- 
nce wnich always succeeds excitement; and of 
this, after our late election, we had more than the 
usual amount. For about ten days it was in a state 
of great uncertainty whieh party was victorious. 
Now the Whigs would raise a shout of viotory, 

■ J anon their opponents would be favored by 
tews. Indeed, were it not established that 
“ figures cannot lie,” we should lately often have 
impeaohed their veracity. In the end, however, 
both parties found themselves, like the famed eats 
of Kilkenny, both victorious, and each nearly 
swallowed by the other; this, at all events, we 
must conclude, from the contradictory statements 
and comparisons put forth on each side. The 
latest figuring, however; makes one Whig ma¬ 
jority in the Senate and one Democratic majority 
in the Assembly, thereby causing a tie on joint 
ballot; and the Argus figures eleven Whig major- 
■'y in the Slate, taking the average vote on the 
Jght candidates oil each side—Whig 202,359; 
Democrat 202,348. Added to this, were probably 
cast in the State 3,000 Liberty League votes, and 
about 2,000 for the Working Men’s ticket. The 
“ facts and figures” of the election seem to prove 
that the “ Anti-Renters” are the only victorious 
party, (notwithstanding the boasts of their col¬ 
leagues, the Whigs and Democrats,) as the State 
ticket nominated by them was the one elected, 
giving each of the large parties the chance to 
claim that, were it not for the Anti-Renters, their 
whole ticket would Have, been elected. The 
Evening Journal, at the same time, is very anx¬ 
ious to notify its readers that the Whigs have 
the “Spoils”—the General Government officers 
for four years ; the places in the city of New York 
for at least three years; and the places in the gift 
of the Governor and Senate and the CanalBoard 
' r at least two years. So much for principles. 

The Hon. Horace Mann, M. C., delivered the 
opening Lecture of the Winter Course before the 
Young Men’s Association of this city, on Thurs¬ 
day evening last, before a large audience. It was 
a masterly address to young mm, worthy of him¬ 
self, and doing full credit to the reputation that 
had preceded him. It was eminently praolical in 
its advice and details, warning them of the evil 
effects of licentious indulgence and mis-direeted 
ambition. “Many a good cobbler,” said he, “is 
spoiled in a bad lawyer. Let these who would 
make excellent guardians of mountain goats take 
care that they beoome not the faithless shepherds 
of God’s heritage.” The Lecture was preceded 
by the delivery of a beautiful Poem by Alfred B. 
Street, Esq., the author of Frontenao, &c. It 
was a very fine, though necessarily brief descrip¬ 
tion, of the history of poetry and civilization, 
commencing with the good old days of Poets and 
Prophets, tracing their gradual progress through 
various times and nations till the present, finish¬ 
ing with a sketch of the peculiar privileges enjoy¬ 
ed by us in 

"This lani so much favored of Heaven." 

Colonization Rooms, 
Washington, December 1, 1849. 
The American Colonization Sooiety has re¬ 
ceived $55.00 to aid in sending the MeSpadden 
family to Liberia, from the following sources, ' 
Congregational Society Freedom, Portage 
county, Ohio -■ -. : - - - $23.34 

J.T., #5; J. P, $4 ; F.W.,$2:05—Portage 
county, Ohio - - - 

Other individuals, Portage county, Ohio - 
Sundry persons in Rootstown, Portage 

county, Ohio.12 00 

W. H. Talmadge, Summit county, Ohio - 1 

A Friend ...... 

This amount has been raised through the 
strumentality of the Rev. Ira Tracy; and many 
of the donors desire to see their gifts acknowledged 
in the National- Era. The editor will therefore 
confer a favor on many of his readers by inserting 
this. W. McLain, 

Secretary Am. Col. Society. 


CINCINNATI CORRESPONDENCE. 

Cincinnati, Novi- 29,-1849. , 
To the Editor of the National-Era : . 

The noise of the uproarious grunters which-have 
been thronging our streets for a week or two' past 
in numerous droves, on their way to the slaugh¬ 
tering, reminds us that no subject just now would 
be more in plaoe in a letter from the “ Queen 
City ” than some.remarks on 

The Pork Market of Cincinnati. 

Our city promises to maintain its past celebrity 
as “ the greatest pork market in the world,” 
Owing to the warm weather for some weeks past, 
the market for hogs has been depressed, but. the 
temperature this week being more favorable for 
killing, the business is going on with great activ¬ 
ity. A very large proportion of the live hogs 
brought here is from Kentucky, and the number 
is so great as to give almost Constant employment 
to the four steam ferry boats plying between the 
city and the opposite points on the Kentucky side. 
The prioes, so far, have ranged from $2 to $2.15 a 
head, gross , and $2,‘60 to $2.75 nett. It is not likely, 
in the present state of the provision market, that 
there will be much advance in the price, and 
there will be less speculation than in former years, 
especially by foreign adventurers. The arrange¬ 
ments for carrying on all departments of the busi¬ 
ness have been made on a very extensive scale 
for this season, and the trade will be equal, at 
least, to. that of any former year. But so impor¬ 
tant an item in the commerce of our city deserves 
at least one whole article to do it justice, and that 
I shall endeavor to give your readers shortly, en¬ 
lightening all who take any interest in such 
matter-of-fact concerns in regard to the mysteries 
of the art of_ killing, cutting, packing, ship¬ 
ping, &c., the hordes of porkers which add so much 
to the commercial importance of our emporium, 
and whose life-blood may be seen daily pouring 
a red Btream through Deer creek (not a very clas¬ 
sic name) into the Ohio. For the present, let ns 
turn to more intellectual themes, ascending it may 
be to the regions of the spiritual. 

New Government Builrings. 

. Owing to the great amount of public business 
transacted in our city and its rapid increase for 
some years, the importance of suitable rooms for 
tbe accommodation of the Collector’s and Post Offi¬ 
ces is seriously felt, and the erection of a building, 
for these purposes will shortly be urged by our 
Chamber of Commerce on the attention of the 
Government. The Post Office has been repeatedly 
removed, and once in four years is liable to be 
compelled to change its location, the new place 
being a source of competition among those interest¬ 
ed in property in tbe most central and desirable 
spots. On the score of economy alone, a new 
Government building would be expedient. An 
edifioe suitable to the city could be built for 25 or 
30 thousand dollars, which in eight or ten years 
would pay for itself in the saving of rents. A 
table of our annual imports and exports attached 
to a petition to Congress would show the impor¬ 
tance of the proposed expenditure, and the claims 
which we may fairly urge upon the Government 
in view of our perspective business. There is no 
reason why the liberal course heretofore pursued 
in erecting such buildings in the Eastern cities 
should not be continued in the larger places west 
of the Alleghanies. 

The Western Art Union. 

The Record of the Art Union for December 
has just been issued. It contains a catalogue of 
the pictures already purchased for distribution— 
58 in number—embracing every variety of sub¬ 
ject. The Directory have purchased the statue 
of the “Greek Slave” from Mr. Robb, of New 
Orleans, and it will be placed in the Gallery as 
soon as it oan be brought up the river in safety. 
This great work will form one of the prizes for 
distribution in 1850. The propriety of this may 
well be questioned. It is thought by some that 
the statue should remain the property of the Art 
Union, and be plaoed as a permanent attraction in 
its Gallery. The Annual Drawing has been post¬ 
poned until the 10th of December, the same day 

that of the drawing of the American Art Union, 

.. .. New York. The Cincinnati collection contains 
mauy gems of art, and has been visited the past 
season by great numbers of citizens and strangers. 
It is a gratifying sign of the increasing taste for 
such things in the West, that it has been bo 
W ell patronized. The number of members this 
year has reached nearly 900. 

Winter Courses of Lectures.. 

One of the noblest institutions in our city is the 
Young Men’s Library Association. It is a credit 
to the young merchants who projected it, and 
have so well kept it up. The rooms are fitted up 
with great taste and convenience; the library 
numbers over 9,000 volumes, and the reading room 
is amply supplied with the principal papers and 
magazines of Great Britain, and the Continent, 

I our own country. The rooms have become 

agreeable and fashionable resort for intelligent 
citizens and strangers, The winter courses of 
Lectures for several years past have been well 
supported ; and several of a high order have been 
published, and attracted much attention abroad. 
Tbe list of lecturers for the season just begun is 
a good one, and we expect a rich intellectual treat. 
Several of the names are those of distinguished 
writers or speakers not resident in the city. The 
course opened on last Tuesday evening with a 
public introductory by Horace Greeley, of New 
York. It was attended by an immense audience, 
the Hall, though the most spacious in the city, 
not being sufficient to admit all who wished to 

The New England Society, which has been for 
some years growing in importance, and accumula¬ 
ting a valuable Library, have also provided for an 
able course of lectures. 

During the past week, Mrs. Frances Ann Kem¬ 
ble has been giving her readings of Shakspeare 
to as large and deeply interested audiences as ■ 
could be gathered in the Eastern cities. 

CONGRESS. 

THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION. 

Friday, December 7,1849. 

The Senate met and adjourned, without trans¬ 
acting any business. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The Journal having been read, the business of 
voting for a Speaker was resumed. Four trials 
were made, without success, with the following 
results : 

19t/i. 20/A. 21 St. 22A. 
Winthrop - - 102 102 . .102. J.02 

Cobb - - ■ 63 62 66 65 

Richardson - - 29 28 23 28, 

Potter - - - 15 ... 18 19 18 

Wilmot . - - - 8 7 7 ,7 

Gentry - - - 5. , 5- .5 5 

Bowdon - - - 1 0 0 0 

Booth - - - 1 1 1.1 

MeClernand - - 1 1 1 1 

Featherston - 0 I 0 0 

Hall, of Mo. - 0 0 1 0 

Morse, of La. - - 0 6 0 1 

William Strong - 0 0 0 2 

225 225 225 225 

nineteenth trial. 

The changes on this ballot (from the last vote 
cast on the day before) were, Messrs. Crowell, 
Campbell, and Howe, for Mr. Winthrop ; Messrs. 
Venable and Wallace for Mr. Richardson ; 
Messrs. Ross and R. H. Stanton for Mr. Potter; 
Mr. Holmes for Mr. Bowdon ; Mr. Wilmot for 
Mr. Booth; Messrs. Buel and Morris for Mr. 
Cobb; Messrs. W. J. Brown and Dunham for 
Mr. Morris. 

The following is the vote given for the anti¬ 
caucus candidates: 

For Willi :m A. Richardson. —Messrs. Ashe, 
Averett., Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Albert G. Brown, 
Burt, Colcook, Edrnundson, Featherston, Ham¬ 
mond, Thomas L. Harris, Holliday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, McMullen, 
McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Orr. Powell. Sed¬ 
don, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Wallace, Wood¬ 
ward, and Young. 

For David Wilmot— Messrs. Allen, Booth,Dur- 
kee, Giddings, Preston King, Root, Tuck, and 
W entworth. 

For Emery D. Potter. —Messrs. Bingham, Cable, 
Carter, Cleveland, Doty, Harlan, McDonald, 
Olds, Peck, Ross, Sweetzer, Waldo, Whittlesey, 
Wood, and R. H. Stanton. 

For Franklin W. Bowdon.—Mr. Holmes. 

For Meredith P. Gentry.— Messrs. Morton, Ow¬ 
en, A. H. Stephens, Toombs, and Cabell. 

For John A. MeClernand— Mr. F. P. Stanton. 

For Walter Booth.— Mr. Wilmot. 

For Robert C. Winthrop .—Tbe members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as thos 
corded before. 

For Howell Cobb .—The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same as those recorded before, 
with the exception of Messrs. William J. Brown, 

I Dunham, and Morris, and with the addition of 
' Messrs. McMullen and Wentworth. 


'Fur David Wilmot. —Messrs. Allen, Booth Dlin¬ 
ker. Giddings, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For William A. Richardson.— Messrs. Ashe, 
Averett, Beale. Bissell, Bocoek, A. G. Brown, 
Bur’, Colcook, Edmundson, Featherston, Ham¬ 
mond, T. L. Harris, Holliday, Howard, Hubbai d, 
Inge, Robert W. Johnson, McQueen, McWillie, 
Meade, Orr, Powell, Seddon, Jacob Thompson, 
Venable, Wallace, Woodward, and Young. 

For Emery D. Potter. —Messrs. Bingham, W. J. 
Brown, Cable, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, Dunham, 
Harlan, McDonald, M.orris, Olds, Peek, Ross, R. 
H. Stanton, Sweetzer, Waldo, Whittlesey, and 
Wood. 

For Meredith P. Gentry— Messrs. Cabell, Mor- 
n, Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Winfield S. Featherston. —Mr. Holmes. 

For John A. MeClernand.— Mr. F. P. Stanton. 
For' Walter Booth. —Mr. Wilmot. 

TWENTY-FIRST TRIAL. 

Messrs. Ashe, A. G. Brown, Cable, Feather- 
oion, Fuller, Hammond, Jacob Thompson, and 
Dunham, for Mr.Cobb; Messrs. Albertson,Fitch, 
and Wentworth, for Mr. Potter; Mr. Holmes for 
Mr. Hall. 

For Emery D. Potter. —Messrs. Albertson, Bing¬ 
ham, William J. Brown, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, 
Fitch, Harlan, McDonald, Morris, Olds, Peck, 
Ross, R. H. Stanton, Sweetzer,. Waldo, Went¬ 
worth, Whittlesey, and Wood. 

For David Wilmot. —Messrs. Allen, Booth, Dur- 
kee, Giddings, Preston King, Root, and Tuck. 

For William A. Richardson. —Messrs. Averett, 
Beale, Bissell, Bocook, Burt, Colcock, Edmond¬ 
son, T. L. Harris, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, 
luge, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Orr, Powell, 
Seddon, Venable, Wallace, Woodward, Young, 
and R. W. Johnson. 

For M. P. Gentry. —Messrs. Cabell, Morton, 
Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For W.P. Hall— Mr. Holmes. 

For John A. MeClernand. —Mr. F. P. Stanton. 
For Walter Booth. —Mr. Wilmot. 

TWENTY-SECOND TRIAL. 

For Robert C. Winthrop .—Tbe members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as those re¬ 
corded before. 

For Howell Cobb .—The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb: are the same as those recorded before, 
with the exception of Mr. Dunham. 

For Emery D. Potter. —Messrs. Albertson, Wil¬ 
liam J. Brown, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, Fitch, 
Harlan, McDonald, Morris, Olds, Peck,-Ross, R. 
H. Stanton, Sweetzer, Waldo, Whittlesey, Wood, 
and Dunham. 

For David Wilmot. —Messrs. Allen, Booth, Dur- 
kee, Giddings, Root, Tuck, and Preston King. 

For William A. Richardson. —Messrs. Averett, 
Bissell, Bocock, Burt, Colcock, Edrnundson, Ham¬ 
mond, T. L. Harris, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, R. W. Johnson^ McQueen, Meade, Orr, 
Powell, Seddon, Venable, Wallace, Woodward, 
Young, and Beale. 

For William, Strong .— Messrs. Bingham and 
Wentworth. 

For Meredith P. Gentry. —Messrs. Cabell, Mor¬ 
ton, A. H. Stephens, Owen, and Toombs. 

For Isaac E. Morse. —Mr. Holmes. 

For John A. MeClernand. —Mr. F. P. Stanton. 
For Walter Booth. —Mr. Wilmot. 

There being still no choice— 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, the 
House adjourned till to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 

Saturday, December 8, 1849. 

The Senate met as usual, only to adjourn. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House devoted the day most patiently to 
the business of voting for a Speaker. Six trials 
took place without success. After the fourth trial, 
Mr. Chester Butler, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following resolution: 

Resolved , That Robert C. Winthrop, of Mas- 

chnsetts, be chosen Speaker, and-the Clerk. 

of the House, for the Thirty-first Congress. 

Mr. Butler said that gentlemen on the other 
side might fill the blank as they saw fit. Mr. 
Thompson, of Mississippi, proposed that the name 
of Howell Cobb be inserted as Speaker, and then 
let the Whigs fill the blank for Clerk. 

Mr. Butler said that, understanding that the 
Postmaster General had engaged to make com¬ 
pensation to the railroad companies which are to 
express the message and accompanying papers for 
the delay in their delivery, they being obliged to 
be ready to perform the service at any moment, 
he had brought forward the resolution in the de- 
're to save the Treasury from this growing ex- 

Mr. Root inquired whether the Postmaster Gen¬ 
eral contemplated expressing these documents to 
the South and West, as well as to the Eastward l 
Mr. C. Butler was understood to reply that he 
is not informed. 

Mr. Stanton was understood to inquire whether 
this express had not performed its office, in car¬ 
rying the Report of the Postmaster General to the 
North? [A laugh.] 


The vote on the si 
m. ■ 


: trials w 


is follows: 
.. SSth. 2 


Winthrop 102 102 102 102 102 
Cobb - - 31 16 9 7 6 5 

Potter - - - 29 40 48 61 70 76 

Richardson - 23, 16 12 6 5 4 

Wilmot - - 7 7 8 7 7 7 

Strong - - 5 5 0 0 0 0 

Gentry 4 5 5 . 5 5 5 

Harris, of Ala. 3 0 0 1 - 0 0 

McDowell - 3 \. 2 1 0 0 0 

Boyd - - 3 14 22 22 17 14 

Bayiy - - 2 3 2 2 2. 2 

Disney --2100 0 0 

MeClernand - 2 12 10 1 

Meade - - 2 2 1 1 1 1 

Miller, of Ohio 1 8 8 6 5 3 . 

Thomas ill! 1. 0 

Thompson, Pa. 1 0 0 q 0 1 

Inge - - 1 p 1 0 0 0 

Booth - - 1 1 11 1 1 

Green, of Mo. 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Brown, of la. - 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Wallace, of S. C. 0 0 1 0 0 0 

La Sere, of La. 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Stanton, of Tcnu. 0 0 0 t 0 0 

Thompson, Miss. 0" 0 0 0 1 o 

Woodward, S. C. 0 0 0 0 J ■ l 

Hackett, of Ga. 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Brown, of Miss. 0 0 0 0 0 1 

twenty-third trial. 

Those who changed on this trial were— 

Messrs. Featherston, , McQueen, and Ploward, 
for Mr. Cqbb; Messrs. Boyd, Cable, Disney, 
Hoagland, Lefiier, Robbins. Ross, James Thomp¬ 
son, William Thompson, Walden, Wentworth, 
and Wildrick, for Mr. Potter; Messrs. Bowlin, 
Gorman, MeClernand, Millson, and Parker, for 
Mr. Richardson ; Messrs. Gerry, Hibbard, Peas- 
lee, and Stetson, for Mr. Strong; for Mr. Boyd, 
Messrs. Bowdon, Cobb, and T. L. Harris; for 
Mr. Miller, Messrs. A. G. Brown, S. W. Harris, 
McMullen, Venable, and Bayiy; for Mr. James 
Thompson, Mr. Dimmick; for Mr. MeClernand, 
Mr. Ewing; for Mr. Thomas, Mr. McDowell; 
for Mr. Inge, Mr. Holmes; Messrs. Meade and 
Wallage for Mr. Orr; Messrs. Richardson and 
Robinson for Mr. Disney ; Messrs. Wei born and 
Hackett for Mr. Bayiy ; and Messrs. Job Mann, 
McLanahan, and Strong, for Mr. McDowell. 

Those changing their votes on this trial, were 
as follows: 

Messrs. Bingham, Buel, G. A. Caldwell, Dim¬ 
mick, Ewing, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, Hamilton, 
Job Mann, and McLane, for Mr. Potter ; Messrs. 
La Sere, Mason, and Morse, for Mr. Richardson; 
Mr. Wentworth for Mr. Strong; Messrs. Averett, 
Burt, Featherston, Harmanson, Holliday, Little¬ 
field, McQueen, McWillie, Millson, Seddon, and 
Meade, for Mr. Boyd; Messrs. Green, Richard¬ 
son, and Jacob Thompson, for Mr. Miller; Mr. 
Holmes for Mr. Green ; Mr. Qabell (not voting 
on the previous ballot) for Mr. Gentry ; Mr. Pow¬ 
ell for Mr. Bayiy. 

TWENTY-FIFTH trial.' 

Those changing their votes on this ballot, were 
as follows: 

For Mr. Potter, Messrs. Bowlin, Dunham, 
Fitch, Gerry, Hibbard, Mason, McLanahan, 
Peaslee, Robinson, and Stetson; for Mr. Boyd, 
Messrs. Edmnndson, Hackett, Hall, McMullen, 
Orr, Parker, Thomas, Woodward, Ashe, and Bo¬ 
coek ; Mr. Hubbard for Mr. Miller; Mr. Daniel 
for Mr. MeClernand ; Mr Harmanson for Mr. 
W. J. Brown; Mr.Holmes for Mr. Wallace; Mr. 
Phelps for Mr. MeClernand. 

twentY-sixtIi i 

Those who changed their votes on this ballot, 
were as follows: 

Messrs. Bayiy, Hammond, Kauftaan, Littlefield, 
Parker, Richardson, F. P. Stanton, Strong. Thom¬ 
as, Jacob Thompson, Wentworth, and Beale, for 
Mr. Potter; Messrs. Colcock, Daniel, Harman¬ 
son, and Howard, for Mr. Boyd; Mr. Kerr for 
Mr’. Miller; Mr. Holmes and Mr. Inge for Mr. 
F. P. Stanton. 

twenty-seventh trial. 

Those who changed their votes on this trial 
were as follows: 

Messrs. Bay, Edrnundson, GreeD, Hall, T. L. 
Harris, McMullen, McWillie, Phelps, and I. G. 
Harris, for Mr. Potter; Mr. Bowdon, for Mr, 


Boyd; Mr. Holmes, for Mr. Hackett; Mr. Inge, 
for Mr. Woodward ; and Mr. Orr, for Mr. Jacob 
Thompson. 

Those who changed their votes on this ballot 
ere as follows: 

For Mr. Potter. Messrs, Ashe, A. G. Brown, 
Cobb, Daniel, McDowell, and Savage; for Mr. 
Boyd, Mr. Venable; for Mr. Green, Mr. Burt; 
for Mr. A. G. Brown, Mr. Holmes; and for Mr. 
MeClernand, Mr. Morse. 

The House then adjourned. 

Monday, December 10,. 1849. 

The Senate met and adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Four trials were made this day to elect a 
Speaker, without success. 

Mr. Levin proposed, after the 30th vote, that 
the several parties—Whigs, Democrats, Native 
Americans, Free Soilers, and Taylor Democrats— 
place the names of their respective candidates in 
a box, and that the person whose name should 
be drawn, should be Speaker. 

His proposition Was laid upon the table. 

After another trial, Mr. Morse of Louisiana 
submitted.a resolution, that the names of Messrs- 
Winthrop and Cobb, having received.tbe highest 
number of votes from their respective parties, be 
placed in a box, and he whose name should be 
first drawn by a page, be Speaker. A lively dis¬ 
cussion sprung up on this resolution, in which 
Messrs. Morse, Root, and Woodward, partici- 

Mr. Morse said that either of the two candi¬ 
dates named was qualified for the office—it was 
proper that, one of the two great parties should 
fill the chair—he was anxious to relieve the 
House from a ridiculous position. 

Mr. Root thought it indeed ridiculous that 
:e two great parties, numbering in the House 
!0 members, could not obtain the control of the 
House. He advised them to stand up to. their 
principles without flinching. They were neither 
in a Philadelphia nor Baltimore Convention: 
there was no yelling a man down here. 

A Member .—“ Nor in the Buffalo Convention.” 
Mr. Root.—No—if you had been there, you 
would have had a Speaker before now. 

Mr. Root made several remarks, which put the 
House ia a very good humor. 

The resolution of Mr. Morse was laid upon the 

Mr. Schenck moved that the House do now 
proceed to the election of Speaker by ballot. 

Mr. Venable was opposed to the resolution, and 
desired to give reasons for his views, Do gentie- 
wish to conceal from their constituents their 
m on this subject’? Is it because they are 
afraid to have their votes known that they favor 
such propositions ? Will any member vote upon 
this question by ballot differently from the man¬ 
ner in which he would vote viva voce? If not, 
how can the use of the ballot alter the result, ? 
If gentlemen were not to be influenced by the 
proposed opportunity of voting secretly, (Mr. 
Venable was understood to say,) he could not 
imagine what good result, for the purpose of the 
mover, was expected to grow out of the adoption 
of this proposition. He had no desire to ohange 
the main battle into a mere skirmish ; and there¬ 
fore, for that reason, he opposed it. He would 
not be the first to make the choice of a Speaker 
for this House a geographical question. He would 
not so vote upon it until compelled to do so in 
self-defence. When driven into that position, he 
would occupy it, discharging strictly what he 
conceived to be.his duty to his constituents. He 
would under no circumstances vote for a Free- 
Soiler or an Abolitionist. He might be too trans¬ 
parent—too frank in declaring his views; but, 
having assured his constituents that he would not 
vote for a Free-Soiler or an Abolitionist, he in¬ 
tended strictly to comply with that promise. He 
Would not flinch from this ground, if the House 
cannot otherwise organize, until the usual time 
for the end of the session rolls round. Ho plant¬ 
ed himself upon this position, and would stand 
there steadfast with ever so small a minority. 

The resolution Was laid upon the, table—yeas 
162. nays 62. 

Mr. Potter here rose, and, having acknowledg¬ 
ed the obligation resting upon him for the large 
and flattering vote which had been cast for him, 
withdrew his name from before the House, alleg¬ 
ing that his sense of propriety forbade him to em¬ 
barrass the House by standing a moment longer 
in the light of a candidate for the Speakership. 

After the 32d trial, Mr. Sweetzer of Ohio of¬ 
fered the following resolution: 

Whereas this House has balloted seven days 
for Speaker without an election, it is manifest 
that from present indications no organization can 
- iw be hoped for: therefore, 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That this 
House stand adjourned until the 1st of January, 
1850, at 12 M. 

On this resolution, Mr. Sweetzer took occasion 
defend the action of the Democratic members. 
Having the majority oyer the Whigs, they had 
thrown more votes for their oandidate than their 
antagonists, but, finding it; impossible to elect 
him, had proffered other candidates; while the 
Whigs, being in a minority, stubbornly adhered 
without change to their candidate. The country 
would see where the blame lay. 

The House having no. authority to act alone 
upon such a resolution, it waa laid upon the table. 
The vote on the four trials was as .follows: 

291ft. 30/ft. 31st 32d 
Winthrop - - 102 102 101 101 

Potter - - 76’ 77 78 .1 

Boyd - - 5 4 5 15 

Cobb - 5 5 , 5 10 

Wilmot - 0 6 6 6 

Richardson - - I. 1 0 0 


Gentry 

Meade 

Miller 

McWillie 

Stanton 

Bowdon 

McLane 

Harris 

Bayiy 

Durkee 

Kaufman 

McQueen 

Mann 

Colcock 


10 12 10 


13 


NUpeiHSGS OF T-UJiSDAY. 

Several trials were made on Tuesday to; electa 
Speaker, and with the same prospect of accom¬ 
plishing the result. W. J. Brown of Indiana on 
the last two trials received 109 votes. I. E. 
Holmes of South Carolina and Williamson R. 
W. Cobb of Alabama scattered their votes. All 
rest of the Democratic members from the 
slave StateB, and all from the free States, includ¬ 
ing Messrs. Cleveland, Booth, Doty, and Peck, 
supported him. 

The Free Soil party maintained its distinot or¬ 
ganization’, easting seven votes for Mr. Wilmot. 
The dissenting Whigs of the South voted for 
Mr. Morehead. 

After the fourth trial, Mr. Winthrop rose, and 
acknowledging in hand some terms his obligations 
to the Whigs who had sustained him, announced 
his desire to withdraw his name as a candidate. 
A motion to adjourn followed; but the yeas and 
nays being ordered, it failed. Various motions 
followed; the Whigs were resolved to obtain time 
for consultation. At last, amidst: much confu¬ 
sion, but in no ill temper, the House adjourned. 
The prospect is, that a Speaker will be chosen in 
a day or two. 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Wednesday, December 5, 1849. 

Present—the Hon. R. B. Taney, Chief Justice; 
Hon. Messrs. J. McLean, J. M. Wayne, J. Ca¬ 
t-on, P. V. Daniel, S. Nelson, L. Woodbury, R. C. 

rier, Associate Justices. 

Edwin II. Fitzhugh, Esq., of Virginia, was ad¬ 
mitted an attorney and counsellor of this court. 

Nos. 14 and 15. The United States, appellants, 

!. B. E. Carr and John Peek. These causes were 
argued by Mr. Attorney General for the appel¬ 
lants, and submitted on printed arguments by 
Mr. Wood for the appellees. 

No. 16. Thomas W. Dorr vs-. State of Rhode 
Island. This writ of error to the Supreme Court 
of Rhode Island was dismissed, at the costs of the 
plaintiff in error. 

No. 18. TheUnited States,plaintiffs,Thom¬ 
as Staats, jun.. This cause was argued by Mr. 
Attorney General for the plaintiffs. 

No. 124. Alexander M. Sharpe/ al, appellants, 
vs. George A. Lyons et al This cause was sub¬ 
mitted to the court on the record and printed ar¬ 
guments, by Messrs. Frederick Watts and Hep¬ 
burn for the appellants, and by Messrs. PI. M. 
Watts and Penrose for the appeilees. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, 11 o’olook. 

Thursday, December 6,1849. 

No. 17. Harriet V. Ladd, appellant, vs. Joseph 
B. Ladd et al. The argument of this cause was 
commenced by Mr. May for the appellant, and 
continued by Messrs. Smith and Jones for the 
appellees. 

Adjourned until to-morrow, 11 o’clock. 

Friday, December 7,1840. 1 

Albert T. Emory, Esq., of Maryland, was ad¬ 
mitted an attorney and counsellor of this court. 

No. 17. H. V. Ladd, appellant, vs. J. B. Ladd 

al The argument of this cause Was continued 
by Gen. Jones for the appellee, and concluded by 
Mr. Brent for the appellant. 

Adjourned until Monday, 11 o’clock. 


FOREIGN MAMETS. 

Liverpool, November 23, 1849. d 
The market for breadstuff's has been ratheg! 
dull. Best Western Canal flour 20s. to 23.9.:-, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, 23 j, 6d. a 24s. In¬ 
dian meal, 13s, 6 d. a 14s. 6</. 

Grain is dull—American white wheat 6s. 8<i$to 
7s. id. per 70 pounds; red wheat, 5s. 4 cl. to 6s. 
6d. per 70 pounds. Indian corn, white, 27s. to 
29s.; yellow, 26s. to 27s. per quarter. 

Corn—the trade has .ruled heavy through: the 
week. Good brands of flour 23s. to 24s.; inferior, 
18s. to 21s. 

Cotton—American declined at Liverpool about. 
MA per pound. Tbe markets continue dull. 

American stocks are in much better demand. 
More aotivity has prevailed than we havb known 
for some time—108 is now asked for coupons. 
American 6’s, 18:60, 10 2U ; for 1865, iOSU ; for 
1868, 107; Pennsylvania, 5’s, 80 a 81. 


Strong - - 0 

Thompson of Pa. - 0. 0 0 3 

MeClernand - - 0 .0 0 1 

Brown of MisH. - - 0 0 ' 0 1 

Without going into the details of the vote, it is 
sufficient to say, that Mr. Winthrop received, on 
the 4th trial, his usual votes. 

For William J. Brown—-Messrs. Albertson, 
Ashe, Bayiy, Bowdon, Albert G. Brown, George 
A. Caldwell, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Duuham, 
Fitch, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Ham¬ 
mond, Harlan, Harmanson, Samson W. Harris, 
Thomas L Harris,, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holmes, 
Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, La Sere, Leffler, 
Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McDonald, Mc¬ 
Dowell, McLanahan, McLane, McWillie, Mill- 
son, Morse, Parker,. Peaslee, Phelps, Richardson, 
Robinson, Savage, SawtellO, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thomp¬ 
son, Venable, Walden, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
and Young. 

For David Wilmot.—Messrs. Allen, Booth, 
Durkee, Giddings, Root, and Preston King, 

For . Howell Cobb.—Messrs. Averett, Bay, 
Boyd, W. II. W. Cobb, Ewing, Haralson,. I. G. 
Harris, A. Johnson, Jones, and Miller. 

For Linn Boyd.—Messrs. Beale, Bocock, Burt, 
H. Cobb, Edrnundson, Featherston, Hackett, Hol¬ 
liday, Howard, Robbins, Ross. Seddon, F. P. 
Stanton, R. IT.’Stanton, and Meade. 

For William Strong.—Messrs. Bingham, Peck, 
and Waldo. 

For John It. Miller.—Messrs. Bissell, Green, 
and MeClernand. 

For John A(. MeClernand,—Mr. Bowlin. 

For David T. Disney.—Messrs. W. J. Brown, 
Carter, Doty, Fuller, Morris, Olds, Potter, Stet¬ 
son, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wood, Strong,, and 
Sweetzer. 

For James Thompson.—Messrs. Buel, Cobb, 
and Gilmore. 

For M. P. Gentry.—Messrs. Cabell, Morton, 
Owen, Stephens of Georgia, and Toombs. 

For Horace Mann.—Mr. Campbell. 

For Richard K. Meade.—Mr. Wallace. 

For James S. Green.—Messrs. Colcook, Me- 
Queen, Orr, Powell, and Woodward. 

For Frederick P. Stanton.—Mr. Hubbard. 

For A. G. Brown.—Mr. Inge. 

For E. D. Potter.—Mr. McMullen. 

For Charles Durkee.—Mr. Wilmot, 

The House adjourned. 


fly Looking over our Prospectus for 1849, we 
thought we could not do better than embody the 
larger portion of it, with some amendments, in 
■the form of a New Prospectus for 1850, which we 
here subjoin. Those of our editorial brethren 
who may choose to notice it, will confer a favor 
that shall be reciprocated. 

PROSPECTUS FOR 1850. 
THE NATIONAL ERA. 


Washington, D. C. 

is an Anti-Slavery, Political, ar 

principles and measnres we a. 
prepared at all proper times to sustain; will serve to show tt 
character and course of the Bra. 


That Slavery is repugnant to Natural Right, the Law of 
Christianity, the Spirit of the Age, and the essential nature 
f onr Republican Institnt’ons: 

That (/mancipation, without compulsory expatriation, is a 
%h duty, demanded alike by Justice and Expediency: 

That there is but one safe and effectual inode of abolishing 
iavery; and that is by law, to be enacted by the States in 
•hieh it exists: 

That,Slavery oan have no lawful being In Territory under 
lie exclusive jurisdiction of the United States : 

That Congress is bound to exoluds it from all Territory 
now belonging or that may hereafter belong to the United 

That tbe American Union, as the bond of Peace, the organ 
f one Language and one Civilization, the medium of Free 
Trade,among tbe numerous States and Territories stretch¬ 
ing from the Atlantic to the Pacific shores of this Continent; 
as the Refuge of suffering millions from the Old World, and 
Safeguard against its Ambition and Intrigue, is of price- 
iss value to the Cause of Human Progress; and that there 
i enough intelligence and virtue in its members to extin¬ 
guish Slavery, the single cause that disturbs its harmonies, 
s its energies, alloys its. good, and threatens its sta¬ 
bility: 

That the Federal Constitution ought to be so amended as 
> place tbe election of a President in the hands of the Peo¬ 
ple, directly, and to limit his term of office to four years, 
ng him thereafter ineligible; and to be still further 
ided so aS to give to tbe Peoplepf the several States the 
election of their United States Senators, ohanging the term 
* office from six to four years: ' 

That the Post Office Dcparl&ent ought to be separated 
■om the Chief Executive, the' Postmaster General and all 
le local Postmasters being elective by the People, and tbe 
power of removal for jnst and sufficient cause lodged in tbe 
hands of the Postmaster General: 

t postage on ail newspapers, of a certain size, for all 
ies, should be orie cent; On all letters, Under half an 
for all distanced, two cents prepaid; that the franking 
privilege should be abolished; and negotiations be instituted 
for the purpose of securing free exchanges within reasonable 
between th% newspapers of Europe and the United 

States, and a reduction to the lowest point possible in the 
aetage on letters passing between foreign countries and onr 

That the public lands shall be held as a trust for the ben¬ 
efit of thp People of the United States, to be donated in iim- 
' ;ed qualities to actual settlers who ’are landless: 

That the homestead ought to he exempt from sale or exe- 


foreign nations, or among the States, provided they he not 
purely local in their benefits, and he not proper subjects for 
State or individual enterprise. 

maintaining opr views, we shall fearlessly nse the 
rights, while we respect the courtesies, of Free Discussion, 
conceding to those who may differ from ns, what we claim for 
tredit. of honest, motives, 
of the proceedings of Congress, will be given 

spirit and policy. 

mpleted snob arrangements for tho Fok- 
snce of the Bra, as will make it at least 
equal in value and interest to that of any Journal in the 

Ample provision has been made for its Literary De- 

IRTMENT. 

John G- Whittier will continue Corresponding Editor. 
Dr. Wri.i.iAM Kt.dbr and Henry B. .Stanton, author of 
todern Reforms and Reformers, and other writers of 
.erit, will contribute Philosophical, Historical, or Critical 

Mrs. Southworth, Martha Russell, and Mary Ir- 
ino, will furnish Moral Tales and Sketches; and as to the 
Contributors, nothing more need be 


DOMESTIC MARKETS. 

Baltimore , December JrX, 1.849.. 
Sales 400 bills. Howard street, flour,:at $4.75. 
Nothing in City Mills. 

Sales 200 bbls.City Mills corn meal;at $3. 
Sales good to prime red wheat at 98 cents to 
$1.02. and white at $1 06 to $1,10. 

Sales new yellow corn at 50 cents. No change 
other sorts. 

Oats at 28 to 3l cents. 


A NEW PUBLICATION. 

P OETICAL Sketches of the Messiah. By Kev. Samuel 
F. Porter, of New Jersey. Published and for sale by 
I. w. DODD, New York. 32mo. Price 31 cents: 

“ These Sketches are worthy of more than < faint praise;’ 
key are tbe offspring of a genuine poedo fancy, sanctified 
y Christian feeling. * * Journal of Or,-mmerce. 

“ A beautiful little volume, embracing several Sketches 
.eferringtd theadvent and work of the Messiah. * c* * ” 
Presbyterian. 

“ * * * Much of the vob 
thoughts, and wit' 

" t Intelligencer. 


vith pleasure by’all Chris¬ 
tine. 13—It 


LITTEUL’S living age. 

00STENTS OF No 291. —Price, twelve and a half 

1. Fontenelle on the Signs of Death. — Quarterly Re- 

2. There and Back Again —Chap, xvi—xvili. — Tait’s 


he Metropolis.— Spectator. 
of the Revolutionists.— Jb. 


4. The Saohes of the 

fi. The lJiama of the Criminal Court.—JA. 

6. Old Bailey Ladies.— Punch, 

7. Canadian Annexation.— Spectator. 

8. Dismissal of the French Ministry.— Rx'dryiber. 

, 9. The Reoeption due to Kossuth .—Walter Srnage Lai 


Washington, December 27,1846. 
Of ail the Periodical Journals devoted to literature an 
cience, which abound in Europe and in this country, thi 
ins aoDeared to me to. be the most useful. It contains it 
e current literature of tb 
1 ' ' 

ieutmost expansion of the p 

Published weekly, at six dollars a year, 

E. LITTKLL & 

Corner of Tremont and Brotofield 


MASSACHUSETTS QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

No. IX.— December, 1849. 
rvDITED by Theodors Parker. Devoted to the F... 
. ,,, ... - .. , persuing to Philosophy, Lite- 


printed is exhausted. 
Contents-of No. 9. 
Senatorial Speeches on Slavery. 

A Week on tbe Concord and Merrimack Rivers. 
The Divine Man. 

Sunday Contracts. 

Mr. Colman on English Agrioul 


The Financial Condition of Itussi 




ts Indians. 


WANTED, 

MALE TEACHER,to take charge of a Manual Labor 
Situated m a peasant and healthful^section o< connjfy^ 

nevolent purpose, is a Principal Teacher of the requisi 
qualifications. None need apply who canpot produce tl 
most Satisfactory testimonials of character rdU competence 
Communications on the subjec't, post paid, may be a 
dressed to G. BAILEY, 

Nov. 8 _ Washington, D. C. 


NOTICE! NOTICE!! 

T HE subscriber hereby tenders bis servioes to auy p»i 
wisbina to employ a Clerk, either in a wholesale or 
tail store, Book-keeper, Collector, Agent, travelling or ilxeu, 
or any other like business. He can furnish testimonials of 


The Washington “ Union” and the 
copy three times, and each forward 
tabling an insertion. 


i. L. WILSON, 
m, Cleveland Co., N. C. 
iiSiic” will plea: 


LARD FOR OIL. 

L ARD WANTED.—Cash paid for com, mast,andslop-fed 
Lari. Apply to 

THOMAS EMERY, Lard OiJ Manufaoturi 


hi 


JOHN W. NORTH, 

A TTORNEY ana Counsellor at Law, and Gener* 
Agent, Falla of St. Anthony, Minnesota Territo 


CARPETS, OILCLOTHS, & WINDOW SHADES. 

M ERCHANTS from the South and West would be ampl„ 
recompensed by making cheap purchases for cash, by 
calling at the Carpet, Oil Cloth, and Window Shade Depot, 
Nos. 18 and 20 North Second street, Philadelphia, second 
floor, one door below Christ Church. 

Three thousand pieces of Wilton, Brussels, Imperial, 
grain, Damask, and Venitian Carpetings, 

Mats. Rugs, Looking Glasses, Blinds, Win 


„ petings 

J. SIDNEY JONES. 




Having thus made ample 
Departments of the Paper, w 
particularly to Anti-Slavery and Political Discussions, feak- 
•e to keep onr readers advised of all important reform 


Terms — two. dollars pe 


im, always payable in ad- 


GAMALIEL BAILEY. 


THE MOTHER-IN-LAW. 


A STORY OF THE ISLAND ESTATE. 

BY MRS. EMMA D. E. SOUTHWORTH. 

In the Era of the 22d November is commenced an original 
bory by Mrs. Southworth, under the foregoing title, which 
dll run through several successive numbers of the paper, 
ill completed. An edition of this number is printed, so as 
o furnish back numbers to new subscribers who may send 
l their subscriptions promptly. 


THE FRIEND OF YOUTH. 

A MONTHLY NEWSPAPER. 

MRS. MARGARET L. BAILEY, EDITOR. 

The' Friend of Youth will be issued on the first of every 
monffy, in quarto form, 8 pages, on fine paper,.in neat, new 
type, md with tasteful embellishments. 

it will be to make the paper an attractive com- 
Youth. While we please, we shall also aim to 
form their tastes. In addition to agreeable Stories, Lessons 
on Natural' History, Descriptions of Natural Scenery, 
Sketches of Travel, and Notices of New Books for children 
we shall converse‘with them, in language adapted to their 
comprehension, about, the important events of the present 
era. We know this is not usually done in such publications, 
but we think we do not mistake the taste or capacity of 

in the world they live in,, beyond the nursery, the school¬ 
room, and the play-ground. It shall also be our care to in¬ 
terest them on all great subjects cWpected with the well¬ 
being of mankind. Freedom, Peace, and. temperance, shall 
receive onr earnest advocacy. Teaching Ouir. readers to 
sympathize with the oppressed, and weep with the suffer¬ 
ing, we hope to awaken in them a generous abhorrence of all 
wrong, and an earnest love and reverence for all that is just 
and pure; and, while thus inculcating the lessons of love to. 
man, we cannot forget the supreme obligations due to the 
great Father and Benefactor of all. 

We hope to succeed in adapting our paper to all ages of 
youth; so that while the elder brothers and sisters have a 

gotten. They are our special favorites, and shall be oared 
for accordingly. 

To secure variety of entertainment, we have engaged, as 
regular contributors to our coUimns, several well-known and 
distinguished writers, peculiarly qualified to minister to the 
wants of Youth. Among them, we are at liberty to name— 
T. S. Arthur and Emma D. E. N. Southworth. In short, 
we hope to make the paper just such a “ Friend ” as young 
people will be glad to see, and sorry to part with. 

As this Prospectus may reach many of the former friends 
and patrons of the “ Youth’s Monthly Visiter,” a paper 
which we established and edited for nearly three years, at 
Cincinnati, we cannot forbear expressing the great pleasure 
it will give us to renew our former intercourse'with them. 
The little children who then received the “Visiter” as a 
welcome guest, are now almost grown up men and women. 
But they will perhaps find some little brother or sister or 
cousin to whom they may introduce us as an old friend. 

The first- number will be issued on the firBt of November. 

The terms wilf be—fifty cents a year for a siDgle copy; 
five copies for two dollars; or, every person forwarding us 
vo dollars, shall be entitled to one copy 




irable that the names of subserib 


MRS. M. L. BAILEY, Washington , D. O. 


NEW YORK READING ROOM. 

F REE READING ROOM at the Publication Office an 
Depository of the American and Foreign Anti-Slave* 
Society, No. 61 John street, New York. - The advant;i 


lis establishment (i 

this country) are positively iree to an. 
Liberty party newspapers now publish- 
riety of others, Anti-Slavery .favorable^ 


In addition to 
ed, will be found a varietj 
and Pro-Slavery, eompris . , 

dred weekly, semi-monthly, and monthly periodicals, pub¬ 
lished in nineteen of the United States, in Canada, Great 
Britain, France, aDd Holland. A special invitation is extend¬ 
ed to friends and strangers visiting New York, to spend their 
leisure time in looking over this extensivecolleetion of useful 
m The National Era is received at the Reading Room, from 
Washington, by the ear Best, mail, and single copies may be 
purchased every Friday morning. 

Nov. 11. WILLIAM HARNED, Office Agent. 


UNCONSTITUTIONALITY OF SLAVERY. 

B Y LYSANDER SPOONER. Parts 1st and 2d. Publish¬ 
ed by Bela Marsh, 25 CornhUl, Boston: and for sale, at 
the publisher’s prices, at the Depository of th^Americanand 

each part, or 50 centsbound together. 

WILLIAM HARNED, Agent, 


PATENTS. 

and promptly prepared and a 


PE11GR, Washington D. 
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[OOUCLODED FROM FIRST 1 J AGE j 

For Joseph M. Root— Messrs. Allen, Durkee, 
Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Tuck, and Wil¬ 
mot. 

For Emery V. Potter —Messrs. Bingham. Car¬ 
ter, Cleveland, Doty, Harlan, McDonald, Sweet¬ 
zer, Waldo, Whittlesey, and Wood. 

For William A. Richardson. —Messrs. Bissau, 
Burt, T. L. Harris, Hubbard, Inge, Robert W. 
Johnson, Orr, and Woodward. 

For Chauncey /•'. Cleveland. —Messrs. Booth, 
Peck, and Wentworth. 

For Meredith P. Gentry. —Messrs. Cabell, Mor¬ 
ton, Owen, Alexander H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Charles Allen. —Mr. Root. 

For David S. Kaufman. —Mr. Holmes. 

After the Kith trial, Mr. Johnson of Arkansas 
submitted the following rcsoli 

Resolved , That if. on thenext vote of the House 
for Speaker, no individual shall receive a major¬ 
ity of all the votes cast, the individual receiving 
a plurality of votes shall be Speaker of the House 
of Representatives for the present session, and be 
so declared by the Clerk. 

He said that the great object 
House organized, by the election either of a W hig 
or Democratic Speaker. 

Mr. Holmes of South Carolina opposed the res¬ 
olution, as an invasion of the rights of majorities. 

Mr. A8hmun of Massachusetts was opposed to 
it, but, should the proposition be urged, he would 
insist upon an amendment, that the mode of vot¬ 
ing by ballot Bhould be adopted. 

Mr. Venable of North Carolina denounced the 
movement. Ho was not responsible for the 
organization of the House. The fifteen or twenty 
members who pertinaciously adhered to candi¬ 
dates that were the choice of but a handful, w« 
alone responsible. Their constituents, he had 
doubt, would settle with them for conduct so fac- 

On motion of Mr. Burt, the resolution' 
on the. table, the yeas and nays being ordered— 
yeas 210, nays 11. 

Mr. Stanton of Tennessee then offered the 
lowing: 1 

Resolved , That, after the House shall have 
again voted for Speaker, if there shall be no 
ohoioe, the House shall proceed, by a vote of the 
majority, to seleot for Speaker one of the four 
candidates having the greatest number of 
upon the last preceding trial; and if there shall 
still be no choice, then the House shall, by vote, 
Beleot for Speaker one of the two persons having 
the greatest number of votes on the last trial. 

On motion of Mr. Harris, this resolution 
laid upon the table, after an ineffectual effort by 
Mr. Johnson of Tennessee to debate the question. 

The House then proceeded to vote the 14th 
time for Speaker, after whioh it adjourned. 

Thursday, December G, 1849. 

SENATE. 

The Senate did nothing but meet and adjourn. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The jeurnalof the House having been read, Mr. 
McClernand of Illinois moved the following r'ego- 

Resolvetl, That the rules of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, as they existed at the close of the 
last session of Congress, be adopted, as far as they 
are applicable, for the government of this House, 
until otherwise ordered. 

Resolved, further, That Linn Boyd of Kentucky 
be and he is hereby appointed and requested to 
aot as ohairman of this House, with power to pre¬ 
serve the order thereof, conformably to the rules, 
until a Speaker shall have been elected. 

Mr. McClernand said that his object in offering 
the resolution was to secure order in the House. 

Mr. Duer apprehended that the effect of the 
resolution, if adopted, would be to make the tem¬ 
porary chairman, Speaker of the House. Fie 
moved to lay the resolutions on the table. 

Mr. Bayly referred to the case of Mr. Adams, 
who, on a motion from the opposite side, had been 
invited as father of the House to take the chair. 

Mr. Evans of Maryland moved to amend by 
striking out all after the word “ resolved,” in the 
second resolution, and inserting the following: 

That Linn Boyd and Samuel F. Vinton act 
chairmen of this House, each sitting alternately 
one day at a time until a Speaker is elected.” 

Mr. McClernand, at the suggestion of Mr 
Sohenck, modified his second resolution by add¬ 
ing thereto the following 

Provided , That the duties of such temporary 
chairmen shall be oonfined to keeping order dur¬ 
ing the necessary steps and proceedings for the 
election of a Speaker only, and shall not relate to 
any act of legislation. 

Mr. Root said that if a compromise be essayed, 
he desired to have all parties represented in it. He 
would like to see the gentleman from Kentucky 
and his colleague [Mr. Vinton] side by side in the 
chair. He had another colleague also—a veteran 
member—whom he would be much gratified 
find by their side in the chair. If this be a peace¬ 
offering, he (Mr. R.) would propose to add the 
name of Mr. Giddings to the number, to make 
“ spike beam ” of the Speakership. [A general 
laugh.] He was happy to find his proposition 
meeting with so general acceptance. Having of¬ 
fered this amendment, he must say he was wholly 
indifferent to the fate of the resolution. The 
three gentlemen would look well in the chair to¬ 
gether. They, will sit well together, and lie down 
well together. [General laughter.] 

Mr. Wilmot could see no necessity for the 
adoption of such a resolution. He had had some 
experience in the House, and he had never wit¬ 
nessed better order than for the last three days. 

The yeas and nays were called, on Jiie motion 
to lay the resolutions on the tableland stood— 
yeas 11G, nays 105. 

The House then resumed the business of vot¬ 
ing for Speaker. Four trials Vere made without 
effecting an election. The. following presents a 
summary of votes cast on'each trial 


2d. 


4th, 


Winthrop 
Cobb p t 
Tuck - - 7 8 8 9 

" •’'"f’otter - . 10 16 17 18 

Richardson - - 9 19 25 26 

Gentry - - 5 5 § 5 

Cleveland - - 2 2 X 1 

Bocock - 1 0 0 0 

Allen - - 1 0 10 

Root - - 0 1,-0 0 

Daniel of N. C. 0 1 0 0 

Burt of S. C. - -01 0 0 

McClernand of Ill. - 0 0 11 

Wellborn - - 0 0 0 1 

King of N. Y. - - 0 0 0 1 

225 225 226 225 

The following is the vote in detail on the 15th 
trial: 

For Robert C. Winthrop. —Messrs. Alexander 
Alston, Anderson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker 
Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Con 
rad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon 
Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans 
Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow. Gott, Gould, Grin 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, He 
bard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Hunter, Jack 
son, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King 
Levin, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Me 
Gaughey, McKissook, Finis E. McLean, Meach 
am, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam 
Reed, Reynolds, ltisley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey 
Saoket, Sohenck, Scbermerhorn, Behoolcraft 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly 
Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson 
Thurman, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat 
kins, White, Williams, Wilson. 

For Howell Cobb. —Messrs. Albertson, Ashe 
Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown. Bue 
Cable. George A. Caldwell, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Dun¬ 
ham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Ilall, Hamilton, Hammond, Flaralson, Flarman- 
son, Isham G. Harris, Samson W, Harris, Hib¬ 
bard, I-Ioagland, Holliday, Howard, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere,, Lefiler, Lit¬ 
tlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, Mc¬ 
Dowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLone, Mc¬ 
Mullen, McGlueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, 
Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtello, Seddon, F. ' 
Stanton, R. FI. Stanton, Stetson. Strong, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Wentworth, Wildrick, Young. 

For Amos Tuck.— Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Gid¬ 
dings, Howe, Preston King, Root, and Wilmot. 


For Wm.A. Richardson. —Messrs. Beale, Bissell, 
Burt, T. L. Harris, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. John¬ 
son, Orr, and Woodward. 

For Emery D Potter— Messrs. Bingham, Car¬ 
ter, Cleveland, Doty, Harlan, McDonald, Sweet- 
zer, Waldo, Whittlesey,,and Wood. 

For Chamcmj F. Clerclaml-^-MeaBTS. Booth and 
Peck. 

For Meredith P. Gmlry— Messrs. Cabell, Mor¬ 
ton, Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Thomas S. Bocock. —Mr. Holmes. 

For Charles Allen. —Mr. Tuck. 

Mr. Winthrop’s vote was increased to 101 by 
the appearance of Mr. Alston, of Alabama, one of 
the absentees. 

SIXTEENTH TRIAL. 

For Robert. C. Winthrop .—The members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same ns those 
recorded above, with the exception of Mr. Crowell. 

For Howell Cobb .—The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same as those recorded above, 
with the exception of Mpssrs. Albertson, Averett, 
Booock, Buel, Cable, Edmundson, Fitch, Flam- 
mond, Holliday, McWillie, Meade, Morris, 
Olds, Powell, Seddon, W. J. Brown, Jacob Thomp¬ 
son, Whittlesey, and with the addition of Messrs. 
Sweetzer and Wentworth. 

For Emery D. Potter. —Messrs. Albertson, 
Bingham, Buel, Cable, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, 
Fitch, Harlan, McDonald, Morris, Olds, Waldo, 
Whittlesey, Wood, and W. J. Brown. 

For Amos Tuck— Messrs. Allen, Crowell, Dur¬ 
kee, Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Root, and 
Wilmot. 

For Wm. A. Richardson. —Messrs. Averett, 
Beale, Bissell, Bocook, Burt, Edmundson, Ham¬ 
mond, T. L. Harris, Flolliday, Hubbard, Inge, 
R. W. Johnson, McWillie, Meade, Orr, Powell, 
Seddon. Jacob Thompson, and Woodward. 

For Chauncey F. Cleveland. —Messrs. Booth and 
Peck. 

For Meredith P. Gentry— Messrs. Cabell, Mor¬ 
ton, Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For John R. J. Daniel. —Mr. Holmes. 

For Joseph M. Root. —Mr. Tuck. 

For Robert C. Winthrop .—The members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as those 
recorded on the 16th vote. 

For Howell Cobb .—The members who voted for 
Mr. Cobb are the same as those recorded on the 
16th vote, with the exception of Messrs. Ashe, 
Featherston, McMullen, McChneen, F. P. Stan¬ 
ton, Sweetzer, and Young, and with the addition 
of W. J. Brown. 

For Emery D. Potter.— Messrs. Albertson, 
Bingham, Buel, Cable, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, 
Fitch, Harlan, McDonald, Morris. Olds, Peck, 
Sweetzer, Waldo, Whittlesey, and Wood. 

For Amos Tuck.— Messrs. Allen, Crowell, Dur¬ 
kee, Giddings, Howe, Preston King, Root, and 
Wilmot. 

For Wm. A. Richardson —Messrs. Ashe, Ave¬ 
rett, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, A. G. Brown, Burt, 
Edmundson, Featherston, Hammond, T. L. Har¬ 
ris, Holliday, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, 
MoMullen, McGueen, MoWillie, Meade, Orr, 
Powell, Seddon, Jacob Thompson, Woodward, 
and Young. 

For Chauncey F Cleveland. —Mr. Booth. 

For Meredith P. Centry. —Messrs. Cabell, Mor¬ 
ton, Owen, A. H. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Armistead Burt. —Mr. Holmes. 

For John A. McClernand. —Mr. F. P. Stanton. 
For Charles Allen. —Mr. Tuck. 

For Robert C. Winthrop .—The members who 
voted for Mr. Winthrop are the same as those on 
the 17th ballot, with the exception of Mr. Camp¬ 
bell, and the addition of Mr. Holliday. 

For Howell Cobb. —Messrs. Bay, Bayly, Bow- 
■ don, Bowlin, Boyd, William J. Brown, George A. 
Caldwell, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Dim- 
miok, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, 
(|ilmrire, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamil¬ 
ton, Haralson, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
Samson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Lefiler, Lit¬ 
tlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, Mc¬ 
Dowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Miller, 
Millson, Morse, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Potter, 
Riohardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, 
Saw|011e, Richard FI. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, 
Thomas, James Thompson, William Thompson, 
Venable, Walden, Wallaoe, Wellborn, and Wild- 

For Emery D. Potter. —Messrs. Albertson, 
Bingham, Buel, Cable, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, 
Fitch, Marian, McDonald, Morris, Olds, Peck, 
Sweetzer, Waldo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, and 
Wood. 

For Amos Tuck. —Messrs. Allen, Campbell, 
Crowell, Durkee, Giddings, Howe, Preston King, 
Root, and Wilmot. 

For Wm. A, Richardson.—Masses. Ashe, Ave¬ 
rett, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, A. G. Brown, Burt, 
Colcock, Edmundson, Featherston, Hammond, 
T. L. Harris, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, R. W. 
Johnson, McMullen, McGlueen, McWillie, 
Meade, Orr, Powell, Seddon, Jacob Thompson, 
Woodward, and Young. 

For Chauncey F. Cleveland. —Mr, Booth. 

For M. P. Gentry. —Messrs. Cabell, Morton, 
Owen, A. FI. Stephens, and Toombs. 

For Marshall J. Wellborn.— Mr. Holmes. 

For /. A. McClernand— Mr. F. P. Stanton. 

For Preston King. —Mr. Tuok. 

There being no choice— 

On motion of Mr. Levin, the House adjourned 
till to-mbrrow at 12 o’clock. 

REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

[cONCj.iii.tn ] 

RATE OF POSTAGE. 

Ipseems long to have been the received princi- 
pl^fin this Department, that its expenses should 
bo, always kept within the. income furnished by 
postage, and all exertions at the improvement 
. and extension of the service are to be limited to 
and fall within such receipts. The opinion of the 
community without the Department is believed 
to be that the General Post Office, being for the 
dissemination of intelligence and advancement of 
business, is not a proper subject of taxation; that 
burden for publio service should lean upon it, 
and that the rate of postage should only be such 
as will pay the expense of the care, conveyance, 
and delivery'of the matter on which the postage 
is laid. These views are in no way incompatible, 
and may both be successfully regarded, provided 
a reasonable compensation be made to the Depart¬ 
ment for the service it performs, by those for 
whose benefit such service is required. 

It must be quite obvious that there can be no 
practicable method of ascertaining the expense of 
ail service on each particular letter or paper, as 
_ fluctuates with the cost in each different section 
of the country ; but wbat is the prpper propor- 
"on of each class of service may be settled with 
good degree of justice, if, when ascertained, it 
to bear its fair proportion, and that only. 

The classes of service now required are three: 
le care, transportation, and delivery—first, of 
letters; second, of newspapers and pamphlets ; 
third, of matter carried without compensation. It 
is by postage on the two first classes of service 
that the whole expenses of the Department are 


The whole number of letters charged with 
postage passing through the mails, the past year, 
reckoned on the postage received, agreeably to a 
basis heretofore approved, amounted to sixty-two 
millions. 

On all these letters the postage collected was 
$3,882,762; newspapers and pamphlets, $819,016. 
It is well known that the postage on the newspa¬ 
pers and pamphlets, in proportion to their weight 
and numbers, is in a very great degree less than 
the letter postage : so they do not pay their pro¬ 
portion of the expenses of the service. It there¬ 
fore follows that the letter postage pays now hot 
only for its own cost, but. also for what the paper 
postage falls short of its proportit®, and also for 
all the other operations and services of the De¬ 
partment, including the expense of all the matter 
carried for the public without pay from Govern¬ 
ment. This brings us to inquire what is the ex¬ 
tent ot this class of servioe, rendered without 
pay from the employers. 

First.. What is the nature and amount. of this 
franked matter? 

The heads of the different Departments frank 
all the mail matter sent from their respective 
Departments, and receive free all to them direct¬ 
ed. Under the act of 1845, an account was kept 
by the post, offioe at .the oity of Washington, of 
all such matter received by the Departments for 
the year ending June 30, 1846. but no account .of 
the matter sent from them. The postage on that 
received, at the present rate, was $250,383 S3,and 
the amount, as then estimated at the Treasury, 

the matter sent, would be fully equal, so that 

» same amounted to $500,767 66. [Ex. Doe. 64,, 

sess. 29th Con] In 1847 this mode of pay¬ 
ment was abolished, and the only provisions since, 
for this service rendered to the Executive De¬ 
partments, is an appropriation of $200,000 per 
annum. It is always to be recollected that no 
amount of appropriation, however large, to pay 
for franked matter, will ever in any degree re¬ 
lieve the letter or paper. postage, so long as such 
postage actually pays the whole expense of the 
Department, whereby sneh appropriation remains 
as surplus withdrawn from the Treasury. 

But the principal part, of the franked matter 
for which no payment is made to the. Department 
consists in the letters, papers, and documents, 
franked by the members of the Senate and Flouse 
of Representatives. The amount of this matter 
cannot be ascertained with entire accuracy, as 
much is forwarded of which no account is kept. 
By a report from the Clerk’s office of the Flouse 
of Representatives, it appears that during the 
two sessions of the 30th Congress, ending in 
I March last, the extra number of publio documents 


for distribution was 370,350, and their weight 
167,762 pounds. Printed speeches, folded for 
members to frank, 6,582,600, which are. estimated 
at one ounce each, 411,531 pounds. The one-half 
of this shows the annual amount of this matter 
from the House of Representatives the two past 
years. This does not include the written corres¬ 
pondence of the members, or the mail matter by 
them received. No report direot from the Senate 
has been received ; but by a report from the post 
office in this city, it appears that during the 
year ending June 30, 1849— 

The number of free written mail matter 


Making - - - 1,303,503 

Printed Senate speeches - 397,630 

Printed Senate documents - 170,7.15 

568,345 

House documents - - - - 3,448,250 

5,320,098 

The letter postage and pamphlet postage to 
which this matter would have been subject, if not 
franked, is computed by that report at $792,709. 

It should be recollected that the Post Office 
Department is not only required to mail and 
transport this matter, often requiring the hire of 
additional coaches and teams, but is also subject 
to the actual payments of money contributed en¬ 
tirely by the letter postage in this matter. By 
law, two oents each is allowed every postmaster 
for the delivery of a free letter or package, if his 
income does not exceed $2,000 per annum. The 
proportion of these free papers delivered by post¬ 
masters of $2,000 income will not exceed one- 
tenth. Two cents each on the foregoing number, 
deducting one-tenth, was $95,161, which is actu¬ 
ally paid to postmasters, for delivering this free 
matter, out of money received for letter postage. 
Thus it appears that for the delivery of nine- 
tenths of the millions of printed speeches franked 
and transported in the mails, without compensa¬ 
tion, (the printing of which costs about one cent 
each.) there is paid two cents each, not by the 
person who sends, or by the person who receives 
it, or by the country as for a public service, but by 
those who pay postage on their private corres¬ 
pondence. Congress is to decide whether the 
franking by its members is a valuable public ser¬ 
vice proper to continue; and it is not intended to 
make any remark on that topic. Were it abol¬ 
ished, there would probably be very much less of 
such matter printed. But the postage on the re¬ 
mainder, together with that on the correspond¬ 
ence of the members and the relief of the expense 
of the transportation and delivery of this franked 
matter, would enable the Department to sustain 
itself, though the postage were materially reduced 
on letters. But if Congress continue this frank¬ 
ing as a valuable public service, it is but just and 
proper that the letter correspondence, by a reduc¬ 
tion on its postage, be relieved from its support; 
and that provision be made therefor, in the same 
manner that other branches of the public service 
are sustained. 

Another great additional demand of publio ser¬ 
vice by the Post Offioe Department, without com¬ 
pensation, is made this year: that is, the trans¬ 
mission of all the blanks, returns, and correspond¬ 
ence, required in taking the census of 1850. Three 
thousand reams of these blanks are already en¬ 
gaged. 

It has been said that the newspaper and pamphlet 
postage is not in proportion to the cost of their 
transportation; but it is not to be, therefore, un¬ 
derstood that any increase of that postage is pro¬ 
posed. It has long been regarded as sound public 
policy to promote the circulation of these publica¬ 
tions by cheap postage,and it maybe advisable to 
proceed further in this policy, especially in pro¬ 
moting their circulation in the vicinity of their 
places of publication, provided no decided injus¬ 
tice be done to the postmasters within that same 
vicinity. 

It would he desirable to have a fixed sum 
granted from the Treasury for this publio ser¬ 
vioe as to free matter, and then the postage so 
reduoed and arranged as to provide for the re¬ 
mainder ; bat that course is impracticable, as the 
money from the Treasury cannot be drawn until 
that from postage is first exhausted ; and, there¬ 
fore, the only safe way is to make reductions of 
postage, from time to time, until justice is pro¬ 
duced, by leaving a balance, to be annually drawn 
from the Treasury, equivalent to the publio ser¬ 
vice performed; and no extent of redaction 
which does not produce this effect is sufficient, 
so long as public service is required to be per¬ 
formed free of postage. 

What should be the degree or measure of this 
reduction of postage at this time, is e " ’ 
question to be settled by Congress; but 
posed respectfully to submit what would be the 
probable effect of one measure of reduction. 

The most obvious and prominent feature now 
in our postage is the double price, ten cents, 
charged on ail single letters carried over three 
hundred miles. The reduction of this t 
postage, and charging all single letters 
cents each, would much simplify the manner of 
accounting, and render the same both more facile 
and perfect—would remove the dissatisfaction 
arising from the great difference in the postage in 
the different offices, even in the same vicinity, but 
separated by this arbitrary line, and would pro¬ 
mote and encourage the correspondence and in¬ 
tercourse by mail between the most distant parts 
of the oountry, which most need and demand it, 
in precise proportion as their other means of in¬ 
tercommunication are slow and uufrequent. 

The next inquiry is, what would be the effect of 
this reduction on the receipts from postage, and 
how would it affect the Treasury ? 

It-is not possible from any returns or data in 
the Department to ascertain with much precision 
the number of letters passing annually in the 
mail under this charge of ten cents. Even if the 
number of ten cent letters were actually known, 
it would still be impossible to determine how 
many of them were ten cent letters from being 
double. Thence arises the great difference in 
the estimate of loss of revenue from such a re¬ 
duction as was presented in the report of- the 
Postmaster General, last year, to wit: $715,187 ; 
and that of the First Assistant, $396,738. 

careful examination now made of the 
data in the Department, it is estimated that the 
whole number of charged letters sent through 
the mails the past year was 62,000,000; and of 
this number about 15,500:000 were subject to the 
postage on account of distance. If, then, 
the reduction were to bring no more letters into 
the mail, the diminution of revenue therefrom 
the first year would be $775,000. . 

It is already shown that the surplus on the 1st 
day of July last was $691,682.70, and that on the 
1st day of July next will be $858,710.57, which 
will undoubtedly increase in future years by natu¬ 
ral accumulation, and by increase of the number 
of letters arising from this reduction will, in the 
first year, occasion no charge on the Treasury, 
and it is extremely uncertain whether its opera¬ 
tion can ever produoe that effect. A brief trial 
of this experiment will show its effect; and if it 
should not produce any important draught on the 
Treasury, then further red uotion of postage should 
be made, and a corresponding provision from the 
Treasury adopted until after this has been tested 
by experiment, is respectfully submitted. 

RAILROAD SERVICE, 
constantly increasing service. In the 
current year, the length of railroad routes is 
6,138 miles, being an increase within two years of 
1,149 miles, and it is almost daily increasing as 
new roads are being completed. On these roates, 
the mail is now transported 5,749,040 miles an¬ 
nually. It is true that this service is done with 
more dispatch than the same amount of service in 
any other way, yet it is at much greater cost. The 
law of 1645, requiring this service to be classed, 
and fixing the maximum compensation, has in 
> degree reduoed the cost. There is one fea- 
of this service which frequently emharasses 
the operations of the Department. In all the or¬ 
dinary mail contracts, provision is made that the 
time of arrival, and departure, and connection, of 
.the mails is subject to the order of the Depart¬ 
ment. This feature has never been admitted by 
the railroad proprietors to be inserted in their 
contracts, 

provided in them that, if any change is 
made without their consent they may abandon the 
contract. This often deprives the Department of 
the power to make such change and improve. 

mts in the.time of the transportation of mails 

the publio convenience requires, and subjects 

to censure by those who know not this circum¬ 
stance. 

FOREIGN MAIL SERVICE. 

The mail service, by the way of Southampton, 

Bremen, has been, under the contract with this 
Department, carried the past year by the steam¬ 
ships Washington and Hermann, for the sum of 
$200,000 ; and the gross amount realized in post¬ 
age from that servioe, for the year ending Octo¬ 
ber 4th, was $61,114.20. The gross amount from 
1st of June, 1847, to October 4th, 1848, was 
$29,083 51. 

Notice has recently been received from the 
proprietors, that this service will be suspended 
until February next, in order to make the neces¬ 
sary repairs now required for the safety of these 
steamships. 

The mail from Charleston, via Savannah, to 
Havana, under the oontract with this Depart¬ 
ment, has been carried since the 18th October, 
1848, in the steamer Isabel, with a good degree of 
regularity, at the cost of $35,086.22. No other 
foreign mail is carried by oontract with this De¬ 
partment. 

By a contract with the Navy Department, 
made by direction of law, provision was made for 
carrying a mail twice in each month between 


portation between Havana and Chagres. This 
was entered upon in December, 1848, and has 
been partially performed. Under a like contract 
with the Navy Department., steamships are carry¬ 
ing the mails on the Pacific, between Panama and 
California; one in each month. By a treaty,the 
Government of New Granada is bound to trans¬ 
port the mail across the Isthmus. This service, 
more particularly on the Atlantic and across the 
Isthmus, has been very imperfectly performed, and 
the connections have been very unsuccessful. This 
the Department has not been able entirely to rem¬ 
edy, the contractors not being within its control. 
Exertions have, however [been continued, and such 
arrangements have been made and assurances re¬ 
ceived, as to give a good degree of confidence that, 
with the cooperation of the Navy Department, the 
mails will hereafter receive regular dispatch, 
through this entire route of great and increasing 
importance. 

By the present organization of the Post Office 
Department,, established in 1836, the mail service 
in the United States is sustained by appropria¬ 
tions entirely from the money derived from 
postage. 

Congress, by the aot of M&roh 3d, 1847, enti¬ 
tled “An act providing for the building and 
equipment of four naval steamships,” entered on 
the policy of encouraging the erection, by indi¬ 
viduals, of war steamers, so that, on the emer¬ 
gency of war, they might he ready for public use. 
Contracts were ordered and made by the Navy 
Department for three lines of war-steamers—one 
from New York, via Havana, to New Orleans, 
and from Havana to Chagres; one from Panama 
to California and Astoria; and one between New 
York and Liverpool—all which, requiring thirteen 
war steamships, were to carry the mail and to re¬ 
ceive, when completed, the sum of $874,000 per 
annum from the Treasury. Whether this policy 
is to be continued or extended is entirely a ques¬ 
tion for Congress, hut it seems proper to observe 
that any change by whioh this shall be declared 
mail service, and this great additional demand be 
made a claim, on the income from postage, will 
greatly embarrass and derange the operations of 
this Department. So great is the cost of building 
and sustaining these vessels, and so small the 
postage to he derived therefrom, that it will, if so 
ordered, defeat the present system of sustaining 
the mails within this country ; put. an end to all 
extension of its accommodations, all reduction of 
postage, and all improvement of its condition. It 
is much to be hoped that no proposition, so disas¬ 
trous in its consequences, will be entertained. In 
any course Congress may think proper to pursue 
in relation to those war steamers, their support, 
while continued, must be drawn from the Treas¬ 
ury, as provided when adopted, and as is now 

The transportation of the mail across the Isth¬ 
mus, being in a foreign oountry, is the proper 
subject-matter of a treaty, and is not within the 
power of this Department. It is, however, re¬ 
spectfully suggested that this service, now done 
by the Government of New Granada, is very 
tardily and carelessly performed, and the com¬ 
pensation under the treaty probably inadequate. 
Reliable information has been received that they 
would willingly yield up this servioe. A new 
arrangement should immediately be made by 
treaty, if practicable, permitting this service to 
be performed by ourselves, but guarantying its 
protection there, and placing it under the direc¬ 
tion of this Department. The amount required 
by the treaty to be paid to New Granada for car¬ 
rying that mail, being in no other way provided 
for by Congress, has been paid by this-Depart¬ 
ment up to this time. 

No steamship has yet been dispatched on the 
mail-service from New York to Liverpool, under 
the contract with the Navy Department, but it is 
expected soon to be done. 

Since the last session of Congress, the postal 
treaty with Great Britain has been carried into 
full operation by regulations settled in pur¬ 
suance of the treaty by this Department and the 
Post Office Department of that country, which 
regulations have been promulgated. The leading 
feature of that arrangement is, that letters on 
which the postage is wholly pre-paid, or on whioh 
none is paid, pass through the mails between the 
two countries, and are despatched and delivered 
in the same manner as if those countries were 
one; and an account is kept in each of the post¬ 
age collected for the other, which is periodically 
settled. The effect of this is, that while the sea 
servioe is almost entirely performed by the Brit¬ 
ish steamships, the sea postage belonging to them 
makes the balance in accounting largely against 
us. The operation of this is no injury, as we ac¬ 
tually received all we pay; but it is stated, in 
order to explain, that now all this postage goes 
into the account of postage received in this De¬ 
partment, and to swell its apparent amount, when 
it is subject always to the annual reduction of 
this balance payable to Great Britain. When¬ 
ever our mail steamshipB shall perform service 
between New York and Liverpool, -whioh is soon 
expected, it will tend to correct this balance. 

The efforts to extend this arrangement, through 
England to France, have not been successful. 

MAIL SERVICE IN CALIFORNIA. 

By the third section of the act of Congress en¬ 
titled “An act to establish certain post-routes, 
approved August 14th, 1848,” the Postmaster 
General was authorized to appoint postmasters at 
places on the Pacific in California, and to appoint 
agents for making arrangements for the establish¬ 
ment of post offices and conveyance of mails in 
California and Oregon. Under this aot, as early 
as November, 1848, a postmaster was appointed 
for San Francisco, and agents were appointed and 
sent on that business. That postmaster entered 
on his duties, and for a time attempted their dis¬ 
charge; but finding, as he writes, no sufficient in¬ 
come from the postage to pay the expense of room 
and assistance, or even for his support, he resign¬ 
ed. No report from those agents has ever been 
received. In April last, an agent was sent, who 
immediately departed and entered upon his duties, 
and also another postmaster for San Francisco, 
who has also arrived there, and, from information 
received from them and others, there is good rea¬ 
son to believe that all reasonable exertions are 
being made to give to the people there all the mail 
facilities the limited means legally applicable will 
afford. The-laws regulating the post office duties 
and service are, in many respects, ill-adapted to 
the circumstances and condition of that country. 
Many letters have been sent there for persons 
passing the overland route, and if the same were 
to he treated as dead letters at the end of the sec¬ 
ond quarter after their arrival, they would be 
sent back before those persons would arrive there. 
Indeed, the sending as dead letters to the Depart¬ 
ment here those letters mailed from one office to 
another in California would be more than useless. 

No sufficient pecuniary means are at the com¬ 
mand of the Department for this service. The 
price of labor, of personal service, and the price 
required for office room, are such that no allowance 
now authorized by law can secure a post office in 
California. Nor can the maiilB be transported. 
__within the country for any compensation whioh 
the postage received there will furnish. No suffi¬ 
cient returns have been received, by which to de¬ 
termine the expense of what has already been 
done, but it fully appears that provision must be 
made much beyond the yield of the postage there, 
to meet the cost of even a very limited supply of 
mail accomodation in that oountry. This subject 
requires the early attention of Congress, and, at 
the same time, provision should be made for ex¬ 
tending mails to Oregon and New Mexico. 

* OPERATIONS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT. 

As our country expands in dimensions and our 
settlements extend in area, as our population in¬ 
creases in density and business in activity, the 
service of the mail must have a corresponding ad¬ 
vancement; and it follows, unavoidably, that the 
business and labor within the Department are 
every year rapidly augmenting, demanding from 
time to time addition of force for their perform¬ 
ance. In 1836, the Department was re-organized, 
and by law a much less number of clerks provided 
for than had theretofore been UBed. In putting 
that organization into operation, it was immediate¬ 
ly found impracticable to proceed with such re¬ 
duced force only, and temporary clerks, to the 
number of eight, were employed in 18,37 They 
were continued, by temporary appropriations, 
until 1842, when by law they became permanent; 
but no provision has been made for any additional 
clerks since 1837. 

§ueh, in the mean time, has been the progress 
of the service, and such the increase of business,, 
that the pressure on the clerks has become so 
great, and delays so unavoidable, as absolutely to 
require new additional foroe, or the public service 
must suffer. The pressure is in all the bureaus 
of the Department; in the Contract Offioe, where 
the care and arrangement of the mail service is 
extending in daily demand, and where the extent 
of correspondence is permanently the greatest. 
In the Appointment Office, business increases, 
with the increase of the number of offices. In the 
Financial Bureau, under the Third Assistant, the 
labor has much increased, as to that branoh falls 
the care of the dead letter office, and the receipts 
and change of the quarterly returns. In the last 
year, there were received 2,100,000 dead letters, 
all of which have been opened and examined. Of 
these, 4 964 contained money to the amount-, of 
$32,669, have been registered, and the same sent 
out for delivery to the owneis, and 998 letters 
containing other enclosures of value. 

The Inspection Offioe, whose duties include all 
matters relating to the performance or failure of 
mail service, all depredations on the mail, and also 
the supply of mail bags, looks and keys, is a branch 
increasing in direct ratio with the general Service. 
In this office alone, during the past year, there 
were received 134,436 communications. The num¬ 
ber of supposed depredations reported was 1,226, 
whichweresupposedtoinolude$169,107. Twenty- 
nine depredators were arrested, and the amount of 


money reclaimed, or otherwise accounted for, was 
$77,779. 

To show the great increase of service, and the 
consequent demand for the increase of force in the 
Department, the following comparative statement 

18 In^[837, the number of post offices was 11,767, 
now 17,164 — 417 having been established since 
June last. Number of dead letters in 1837, 
900,000, now 2,100 000. Number of quarterly 
returns in.1837, 48,000, now ',3.000. Number of 
mail contractors in 1837,1 682, now 4 190. Length 
of routes in 1837, 141,242, now 167,703 Annual 
mail transportation in 1837’,. 32,597,006, now 


4,069. 


The number of communications received at the 
Department annually cannot be lessthan 370,000. J 

To perform this service, the present force is in¬ 
adequate, and it has been found absolutely neces¬ 
sary to employ temporary clerk service, compen¬ 
sation for which should be made; and which 
necessity, it is hoped, will be prevented by some 
permanent provision for supply, that the publio 
service may not suffer. 

AUDITOR. 

A most important branch of the Post Office 
Department is, by the organization, of 1836, com¬ 
mitted to the Auditor; not only that of auditing 
all claims for service, hut more particularly that 
of keeping the accounts and collecting all money 
derived from postages or otherwise. The manner 
in which this has been performed, as appears by 
his report hereto annexed, is satisfactory evidence, 
as well of the efficiency of the system, as of energy 
and success in its execution. 

From the National Intelligencer. 

THE WHIG CAUCUS. 

From the pen of one who doubtless had the ad¬ 
vantage of being present at the deliberations of 
the Whig Representatives in Congress, assembled 
in Convention at the Capitol on Saturday night 
last, we find in the New York Express the follow¬ 
ing interesting report of what passed on that oc¬ 
casion. We copy it, because we have no reason | 
to doubt its substantial accuracy, and because we 
are sure that our readers at a distance will take 
a deep interest in anything that may serve to 
shed light upon the predicament in which the 
House of Representatives now finds itself: 

Washington, December 2, 

The Whig Delegation gathered in caucus at 
the Capitol on Saturday evening, according to 
previous notioe, and all Whigs proper, or Whigs 
quasi, then in the city, were there. A calm, col¬ 
lected, and unanimous expression of feeling was 
expected, as from a band of brothers assembling 
for a common purpose, to present a common front 
against a common enemy; but, much to the amaze¬ 
ment of all, save those in the secret, the Hon. 
Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, struok a note that star¬ 
tled the attention of all. 

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Sohenck. of Ohio, 
the Flon. Charles S. Morehead, of . Kentucky, 
was elected chairman, and on motion of the Hon. 
Mr. White, of New York, the Flon. James Brooks, 
of New York, was made secretary. 

As soon as this organization took place, and after 
a short preliminary address, setting forth that he 
had well considered what he was about, and that, 
as a matter of duty, he could not avoid it and 
would not withdraw it, Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, 
offered the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That Congress ought not to pass 
any law prohibiting slavery in the Territories of 
California or New Mexico, nor any law abolish¬ 
ing slavery in the District of Columbia ” 

No sooner had the Secretary read this resolu¬ 
tion, than an intense excitement was aroused ; but 
it did not express itself in action, or in violent 
words; but a discussion ensued, and, as I under¬ 
stand, the calmest and coolest in manner, taking 
all things into consideration, ever known under 
such circumstances. The Whigs were not at 
first certain what Mr. Toombs was after—what 
he meant—what was intended by him and his 
associates—but it soon became manifest that un¬ 
less the Caucus took in this, as its own firebrand, 
and adopted it as its own, Mr. Toombs and Co. 
would take up their beds and walk, 

Mr. Stanly, of North Carolina, was the first to 
start in opposition ; for, as a Southern man, as he 
well said, there could be no doubt what he thought 
on these subjects; but this was no place for their 
discussion—this was no time—and he therefore 
moved to lay the resolution upon the table. 

The motion was seoonded by several gentlemen, 
but before the vote was taken, a great many 
speeches were made. What these speeches were, 
and even who were the speakers, I am unable to 
say with accuracy, but as rumor or repetition an¬ 
nounces them, and the city is full of both—all 
tongues being busy in the matter, and all atten¬ 
tion being directed to the subject. 

The first Northern man who had anything to 
say was the Hon. Mr. Duer, of New York. He 
was surprised to find here an effort to found a 
party upon an exclusive slavery test, when the 
Whig party in the North had disclaimed any 
such test, and repeatedly declared that it consid¬ 
ered it a national, not a sectional party, and were 
unwilling to found a party Upon such a test. It 
was well known that the Whigs differed on the 
subject of slavery, as they did upon many other 
things as to whioh they had not agreed to aot to¬ 
gether, and as a national party they did not ex¬ 
pect. to coerce individuals to think alike on such 
exciting questions. 

Mr. Conrad, of Louisiana, and Mr. Breck, of 
Kentucky, opposed the resolution. They agreed 
with every word of it, but it was not necessary 
to compel everybody to agree with them, especially 
upon matters that might never come up for legis¬ 
lation. When they did come up, then it was 
time to resolve; but before we agreed upon a 
Speaker and other officers, and when we only as¬ 
sembled to select them, it was no time to lay out 
a chart for legislation. It was sufficient to try 
and agree after it was found, first, that there was 
a disagreement, and then a necessity for agree¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, was the first gentle¬ 
man speaking' Who seconded the views of Mr. 
Toombs. If it was agreed, he asked, that the 
Wilmot Proviso was no part of the Whig Creed, 
and that it was not Whig policy to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, why not say so, and- 
start in caucus with such a declaration? 

Other gentlemen followed, among them Mr. 
Evans, of Maryland, who was in favor of the 
resolution, but opposed to any action upon it 
there—and Mr. Baker, of Illinois, was also op¬ 
posed to all such action, and not left at liberty to 
vote anywhere for such a resolution, cither in 

Mr. King, of New Jersey, also expressed oppo¬ 
sition to the passage of the resolution here. It 
was no time to bo distracting ourselves, when we 
had a common enemy to face. 

Mr. Owen, of Georgia, warmly urged the adop¬ 
tion of the resolution. It was necessary, he said, 
to settle these matters now. We could not act 
together unless they were settled. We must un¬ 
derstand ourselves and each other. 

Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, pressed the adop¬ 
tion of the resolution in something like the same 
tone of argument. It was unnecessary now, he 
urged, for Northern or Western Whigs to be 
pressing the Wilmot Proviso upon Congress. 
California was about to present a Constitution, 
which would save them the necessity there, and 
spare them from inflicting upon the South any 
such mortification. When this territory was about 
to be acquired by an unconstitutional war, he op¬ 
posed the war, in oommon with nearly all the Whig 
party, among other things, because it must lead 
to the acquisition of territory in which, if slavery 
were admitted or excluded, it must jeopard the 
peace of this Union. As he foresaw, the very 
state of things, the inevitable result of the war, 
now existed. As to Blavery in the District of 
Columbia—a matter in principle to the South of 
the utmost importance—all he had to say was, 
(and he said it not in threat but in sorrow, and 
for information,), that, if attempted and persisted 
in by the men who now had power—that is, the 
numerical majority in this Union—the Union 
must and would be dissolved. Tbe Union could 
not be held together; it was not in the power of 
its best friends in the South to hold it together, 
•if slavery in the District of Columbia was abol- 
ishedby the action of Congress. Mr. Stephens 
begged Northern gentlemen to express their 
views. 

Mr. Brooks, of New York, said, as Mr. Ste¬ 
phens, of Georgia, asked for the expression 
opinion from Northern gentlemen, he should have 
his. As to the abolition of slavery in the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia, he had, with a colleague of 
his, publicly expressed his opinion at a large 
public dinner in the city of New York, that 
it was not expedient to press any such efforts, 
now. So'far, on this point, he agreed with the 
resolution for the time being; and as for the 
application of the Wilmot Proviso to Califor¬ 
nia, he could see no necessity for that now, in¬ 
asmuch as California had passed such a .prohi¬ 
bition of slavery for herself.. It was one thing, 
however, to agree to this, but another thing alto¬ 
gether to pledge himself or his party friends to 
a negative—that is, to say what they would not 
do. If Maryland abolished slavery, the gentle¬ 
man from Georgia even would not object to its 
abolition in the District of Columbia. Why 
then pledge ourselves for all time to a negative ? 
Then as to California or New Mexico, first, it 
might not be necessary to.legislate at all; next] 
an effort might be made thereto enslave Indians, 
Sandwich Islanders, or Mexicans, to make them 
work in the mines. To all that species of slavery 
the whole country was opposed. Why, then, re¬ 
quire a pledge from the Whig members of Con¬ 
gress, who might even be in the minority, that 
they would not pass any law prohibiting any sort 
of slavery ? 

Mr. Clingman, of North Carolina, was favora¬ 


ble^ to the resolution, and should vote for it, if 
pressed so. to do ; but he regretted its introduc¬ 
tion here, and hoped Mr. Toombs would with- 

Mr. Toombs said, he had well considered this 
whole matter, and under no circumstances should 
he withdraw it. He hoped to see it met, fairly 
and manfully. 

Mr. Ashmun, of Massachusetts-remarked that, 
though he was in favor of the Wilmot Proviso 
and of abolishing slavery wherever it could be 
constitutionally abolished, yet he was not for 
making any such things a test for the National 
Whig party, and when, in Massachusetts, such a 
thing had been attempted at the Springfield Con¬ 
vention, he, in common with Mr. Winthrop and 
others, had successfully resisted any such new 
interpolation into the Whig oreed. 

Mr. Sohenck remarked that he would as soon 
vote against the converse of this proposition as 
againBt this. The whole subject was irrelevant, 
in his opinion, and ought not to be introduced- 
'"to a Whig caucus. 

Mr. Conrad begged Mr. Stanly to withdraw 
his motion to lay upon the table; which he did, 
when- be substituted for it a motion to postpone. 
This, amid cries of “ Gtuestion,” “ question,” was 
carried; nearly the whole caucus rising for the 
postponement, and only eight in the negative, 
being three gentlemen from Georgia, Mr. Hil¬ 
liard of Alabama, and four others, whose names 
mve not yet been ablp to ascertain. 

When this vote was announced, Mr. Toombs, of 
Georgia, rose and left the room, and with him four 
other gentlemen, who were subsequently followed 1 
by Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, who said be left to 
avoid misrepresentation, but that he should take 
pleasure in voting for Mr. Winthrop for Speaker. 

This Hegira of the five or six members from 
tbe Whig caucus of course created an intense 
sensation. It was only spoken of, however, as 
an unfortunate event,” “ a sad occurrence,” or 
assuming of a great responsibility,” “ a sign of 
ad omen,” &o., but no reproaches were indulged 
1. Everything had been discussed in the best 
of temper. 

It was finally agreed that the Whigs this (Sat¬ 
urday) evening would proceed only to nominate a 
Speaker, and that the Clerk, Sergeant-at-arms, 
Postmaster, and Doorkeeeper, should be subse¬ 
quently selected. 

The Hon. Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, then introduced 
the following resolution: 

Resolved , That this meeting do nominate the 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop as the Whig candidate 
for Speaker of the House 0# Representatives in 
the 31st Congress. 

This resolution Mr. Vinton prefaced with re¬ 
marks highly complimentary to Mr. Winthrop, 
and then the caucus adjourned, subject to the call 
of Mr. Morehead, the chairman. 

Thus passed off an eventful sitting. What is 
be the end, remains to be seen. I must confess 
I look upon it as an event of evil omen, but I hope 
for the best, and that all will end well. C. 


NEWSPAPER AGENCIES. 

Y B. PALMER, tbe American Newspaper Agent, is agent 
• for the National Era, and authorized to take Adver¬ 
tisements and subscriptions at the same rates as required by 
ns. His offices are at; Boston, 8 Congr< , sa street; Nt-w York. 
Tribune Building; Philadelphia, northwest corner of Third 
and Chestnut streets; Baltimore, southwest corner of North 
and Fayette streets. 

(ttT“ S. M. PKTT EM GILL, Newspaper Advertising, Sub¬ 
script ion, and Collecting Agent, No. 10 State street, Boston, 
(Journal Building,) is also agent for the National Era. 


X Mrs. Bailey, and published at Washington, can he bad 
at the Boston. Agency for the National Era, 25 Gornhill. 
Price, by mail, 50 cents a year; delivered in Boston, free of 
postage, 75 cents. GEORGE W. LTGHT, 

'• -. 25. 25 Cbrnhill, Boston. 


BOSTON “NATIONAL ERA” AGENCY, 

No. 25 Oornhill. 

T HE. National Era comes from Washington to this 

by Fxpress, and is delivered by carriers in any p .. 
the city proper, at $260 a year, free of postage ; single 
copies, six and a quarter cents. 

Nowis the time to secure this national advocate of the I.ib- 

: he newAdmimstratton,wten*qfi Sons' 1 of the moat thrill¬ 
ing importance must he decided. 

Subscriptions and renewal! respectfully t elicited by ; 

” ~ GEO. W. LIGHT, 25 CernMlL 

TO INVENTORS. 

T HE subscribers offer their services to persons wishing to 
obtain patents in the United States or in foreign conn- 
' 'cations and drawings, and take 


bainpatei 
o4 will pi 


experience as pr 


couneetefegffe 
Patent Office, they trust they will be able to give satisfaction 
to their employers, both in the dearness and preoisic 
their specifications, and in the promptness .anr 1 
with which they transact all business intrusted to 
Persons residing at a distance may procure all i 

by writing to the anbscribers^witliont incurring the 


ability 


Rough sketches and descriptions can be sent by mi 
For evidence of their competence and integrity, they w< 
espectfully refer to all those fpr whom they have tn 

Letters must be postpaid. 


E. S. REN WICK. 


EXCHANGE BANK OF R. W. LATHAM & CO., 

Washington, D. C, 

TXEALS in checks, drafts, acceptances, promissory notes 
VJ hank notes, and coin. 

BANK NOTES. 

Notes on all solvent banks in the United States bought 
id sold at the best prices. 

DRAFTS, NOTES, AND BILLS, 

In Washington and Georgetown, collected, and remittances 

promptly made, in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New Yor 1 - 

Boston funds, at a charge of one-quarter per cent. 

COLLECTIONS 

Made in all the principal cities of the Union, on the 
EXCHANGE. 

Bills of exchange and bank checks on moat of tbe j 
al cities of the Union bought, and sold at the best rut 
OST Office hours, from eight o'clock A. M. to five P. 


LAW OFFICE, CODUMBUS, O. 

W LLIAM B. JARVIS, jftta., Attorney and CmnseUoi 
at Law, Columbus. Ohio. Office in Platt’, new build- 
Tig, State street, opposite south door of State House. 
Business connected with the profession, of »U kinds, puuo- 


LAW OFFICE, CINCINNATI. 
gillNE Y A SHIELDS, Attorneys at Law, corner of Main 

JAMES BIP.NEY, Notary Public and Commissioner t< 
take acknowledgments of deeds and depositions for tbe States 
of Maine, VermomLConnectiout, Michigan, New Hampshire 
Missouri,Illinois, Tennessee, New York,and Arkansas. 


NOTICE. 

C ORRESPONDENTS and others desiring i 
cate with the undersigned will please direot 


ft harrTngto?i! s ' 


LAW OFFICE, CHICAGO. 
pALVIN DE WOLF, Attorney and Counsellor,Telegn 
Buildings, Clark street,. Chicago, Illinois. Pmrtiot 
attention paid to collections. 

Terms of Court, Cook County, Illinois. 
County court—first Monday in February, May, and 

Circuit court—second Monday in June and November, 


DE WOLF So FARWELL, 

A TTORNEYS and Counsellors at Law. Office, Cla 
street, opposite the Court House, Chicago, Illinois. 


GREAT UYUPROVEIYIENT IN PLANING,'TONGUE- 
ING AND GROOVING LUMBER. 

Joseph P. Woodbury's Patent Planing Machine. 

T HE subscriber, having received letters patent for a st_ 
tionary cutter, planing,tongneing andgroovingmaehine. 

now otters for sale machines, and rights ‘ .*’•-’ 

This rnaohiue will plane six thousand feet_ 

-,-producing a better finished 



that is required to c 

y cutting cylinder,.I_ 

. . .in and organization of this machine is differ- 

_, Other now in use. Communications for further 

particulars oheerfuliy responded to, by addressing the snl 
soriber, (post-paid,) Boston, Mass. 

One of the above planing machines may be seer *- 

.on by calling r. 


„ ..._Tine has been thoroughly 

tested, by planing over 1,000,000 feet of lumber, and ’ 
planed 3,000 feet in seventeen minutes, and is adapte 
stick any description of mouldings.with great rapidity. 

The subscribers, having purchased the territory ann 

and the right to use the same, in the territory purchased by 
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e JSE 


STAATS & 
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STE WART* &~T~fiMPLB| 

• , Michigan, Indiana,and M 
STEWART & ALLEN, 
e States of Wisconsin and Illinois. 


LIBERTY ALMANAC FOR 1850, 

P UBLISHED by the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, and for sale at their Depositorym New Yori 
at the following prices: 

- - - - $20.00 




expectation o: 


has been compiled 

Society, and include.-„-- 

, _ ra„ -William Goodell. The price by 

fie above the ac*— 1 «■'- 


ition of selling large editions, and of securing the 
so operation of Anti-Slavery friends throughout thp 
7, who, it is hoped, will give to this important annuftl 
<* wiuc and thorough circulation. The size is * l '“ 

Almanac for 18-19, viz: 48 pages. 

Orders for Almanacs by the hundred 
promptly executed, and should Btate, ue 
mode of conveyance they can be sent. The 


__will be 

, definitely, by what 

„ _ „ The postage on every 

— .. ...... by mail will be two and a half cents, without 

reference to the quantity. 

Orders should invariably be accompanied by the casl 
Any sum under one dollar may be sent in postage stamps. 

WILLIAM HARNED, Ag—*■ 

Sept. 20.—tf _No. 61 John street, N< 
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. STOCKTON, No. 161 Chestnut str 
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JjypmOAL Practitic 

Jan. 4. 


id Fifth st: 

US. MUSSEY, 


r o doors east of ’ 


i surgeons, norm siaeoi /c 
ine street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
R. D. MUSSEY, M. 1). 
W. H. MUSSEY, M.D. 


THE WATER-CURE JOURNAL. 

T HE Water-Cure Journal and Herald of Reformt 
published monthly, at one doUar a year, in advance, c 
? thirty-two large octavo pages, illustrated with 

fbody, with familiar explanations, easily to be unti 


i public se . .... .. 

lave expressed their approval of it by giving it'a monfl 
sirculation of upwards of Fifteen ThonAnd crpies. *1 
fournal is edited by the leading Hydropathic practitiom 

>wu and other countries. 




THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL. 

JjpHIS Journal is a monthly publication, containing thirty- 

re! orffi and perfect ourselves and our race, i« the most 
2d of all works. To do this, we must understand the 
,^constitution.. This, Phrenology, Physiology, and 
" un, eD brace, and hence fully expound all the 
eing, conditions of happireFs : and causes of 
tuting the philosopher’s stone of Universal 

PHRENOLOGY. 

Each number will contain either the analysis and location 
f soirephrenolo^cal facnlty. ^illustrated j>y an engraving, 

on and oharac+er of some distinguished peisonage, Itocom 
anifd by a likeness, together with frequent articles on 
hy siognomy and the Temperaments 
The Phrenological Journal is published by 

FOWLERS & WELLS, 

Clinton Hall, 129 and 131 Nassau st., N. York, 
'o whom all communications should be addressed. 


THE PARKEVI1 

CCEFSIBLE fr 


E HYDROPATHIC INSTI¬ 
TUTE, 

A CCESSIBLE from-al-l parts of the United States—situ¬ 
ated two miles south of Woodbury, in the county town 
>f Gloucester County. New Jersey, ar-d five miles from Red 
Bank-hsyiny been opened under favorable ana],ices, is now 
m successful operation, for tbe cure of Gout, KliemnaUsm, 

Morristown, N. i.,and 

immodatiiig fifty patients, 
U.S^autHhare- 

_&nd ebronie diseases, 

The Managers deem it unnecessary to refer to the nn- 
lerous and astonishug cures whioh have been effected at 
his institution, (notwithstanding th.y have permission from 
lany patients to do so.) Should any applicant desire in- 
irmation of this kind, they will be referred to the patients 
iemselves, who will certify to the benefit which they re¬ 
ceived while at the Parkeville Institute. 

winter is the beet season for Hydropathic treatment. 

:>n being then more easily produoed. 1 

je experience and skill of the Superintendent, who 
e of the earliest practitioners of Hydropathy in this 
y, the utmost confidence may be placed, 
location of the Institution has been selected for the 
ir salubrity of its atmosphere, the in 







hicli it offers for fully carrying out the principles 
ces of tbe Water Cure. 

THE BATHING DEPARTMENT 
Has been constructed after the European plan; every room 

eing provided with “ --- ***■* •"- ;i ^ 

ouch has a fall of ah.. 

' spring of 


The se: 


t, himI 1.;: 


ed with 


nffiS is about nine miles from Philadelphia, sur¬ 
rounded by a nourishing neighbourhood of industrious and 
enterprising farmers. (Jommmiicatibn may be bod with the 
City, either by^water or otherwise, several times daily. 

'bile they offer the advantages of their In- 
eased, won’d also tender them the eom- 

■ st four weeks, Ten Dollars per week, 
'are per week, whioh inoluaes board, 
er charges, excfptwashing. Those re- 
ommedation, will be charged accordingly, 
itmentis not a panacea that wilt- cure all 
srefore necessary thateaeh ippjicant should 
of a careful examination: In every in- 
• will candidly statehis opinion, and then 


The Managers, 
stitutien to the d 
forts and convenii 


sr that, Eight D, 


treatment, by eneiosing ten dollars, 
n statement df their case. 

' to Samuel Webb, Secretary. S8 


Patients will be expected to bring with them two 1 
sheets, two large woollen blankets, four comfortables, 
dozen crash towels, or these can be purchased al 

he Livery Stable, they can procure carriages or 
rses, (for Ladies or Gentlemen,) and sneh as wis 
heir own horses at Parkeville can have them 
care of, at ljvery stable prices 
«e runs dally from the Institute to Red Bank. 


VALUABLE PUBLICATIONS. 

F ACTS FOR THE PEOPLE, second edition: A compi 
latiou from the writings of Hon. William Jay, Hon J. It 


Giddings, Hon. J G. Pi 


ing Moody. Price I 


n war, its origih and objects. 


ByT.o a - 


neat cloth binding, $1. 

Narrative of the Life of William W. Brown, a Fu¬ 
gitive Slave; writ ten by himself. Complete edition—tenth 
thousand. Price 25 cents. 

Auto-Biography of H. C. Wright: Human Life, illus¬ 
trated in my individual experience as a Child, a Youth, and 
a Man. By Henry U. Wright “ There is properly no his¬ 
tory; only biography.”— R. W. Emerson. Price $1. 

The above worksnre just published and for sale by 

Sept.. 27.—6m BELA MARSH, 25 Cornhill, Boston. 


REVOLUTION IN PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 

Holden’s Illustrated Dollar Magazine. 

gINOE the death of the projector of this popular Maga- 
soriber, Vho will continue to publish it at the Publication 
’ No. 109 Nsssau Street, New York. 

THE NEW VOLUME, 

To be commenced on the 1st of January, 1850, will comprise 
many important improvements, which, it is believed, will 
render the Magazine one of the best periodicals published 
in the country, as^itcertaiuly is^the cheapest. Among these 

ed paper, a higher order of illustrations than those heretofore 

America. It is the aim of the proprietor to publish a Popu¬ 
lar Magazine, adapted to the wants cf all classes of reading 
people in the Republic, which shall be both instructive and 
amusing, and free alike from the grossness which character¬ 
izes much of the cheap literature of the da^, and from the 
vapidity of the so-called “ Ladies’ MagasJlne*.” The Jllus- 
trations^will consist of Original Drawings engraved on wood 

Remarkable Places, 

Illustrated by pen and pencil, h strict revision will be ex¬ 
ercised, that no improper article or word shall ever be admit¬ 
ted, so that it may safely be taken by persons of the utmost 
refinement, and read at the fireside for the amusement or in¬ 
struction of the family circle. 

The Review department of the Magazine will contain brief 
critical notices df all the new publications of the day, and 
will form a complete chronicle of current literature. 

From the business and literary connections already estab¬ 
lished, the best assistance that the country can afford will 
be secured for completing the plans of the publisher, and 

watchful industry can obtain., to^m 

Leading Literary Periodical of America. 

The extremely low rate at which it is published precludes 
the hope of profit, exoept. from a circulation greater than that 
which any literary periodical has ever yet attained; but, 
with the new avenues daily opening for ihe circulation of 
works of merit; the constantly increasing population of the 
country; the cheapness of the Magazine, and tbe superiority 
of its 1 literary and artistic attractions to those of any other 
proprietor fearlessly engages in an en- 


will be, 
jt enrich himself. 

The Magazine will i 


terprise 

The M- = - 
pervisiou of 


ill be under the editorial oharge and su- 
Cliarles F. Briggs, 
been oonuectedlwith it from tbe beginning. 

Pulpit Portraits,” a series of biographical sketches, 


to religious people of every denomination. 

The Fifth Volume 

will commence on the First of January next,hut will be issued 
on tbe 16th of December. Each number will consist of 
64 Pages, and Numerous Engravings. 

The Terms are 

One Dollar a Year 

in advance; the Magazine will he plainly and carefully di¬ 
rected, and sent by mail at the risk of the subscriber s. As 
each^number will be stereotyped, miMing^ or lost numbers 

Remittances may be sent at the^isk of the proprif tor. pro¬ 
vided a description of the billB are taken, and enclosed in the 
presence of the Postmaster, as evidenoe of the fact. 

Five copies will be furnished for $4, and twenty copies for 
$15. Numbers for the year 1848, excepting the month of 
January, will he furnished at four cents each, and Bound 
Volumes in cloth with.gilt edges, from July to December, 
inclusive, at $1 each. 

Newspaper publishers who will insert this Prospectus four 
times, andjiotice the Magazine monthly, will receive a bound 
volume for the year 1849, and an exchange for the coming 
year: they are requested to send only those papers in which 
the Prospectus and notices appear. Letters must be ad- 
J -* - Dollar; Magazine, No. 109 Nassau St., 

“ H DIETZ, Proprietor. 


; w York,” and post-paid in ali 


COMMISSION STORE. 

TT7'M. GUNNISON, General Commission Merchai 
VV Roudy's Wharf Baltimore , Md. Dec. 23.- 


FIRE-PROOF CHESTS. 

P ATENT Salamander Soapstone lined Iron Chests, fcha 
will stand more fire than any othe-rs made in this coun 
try. Also, a large supply of Patent Air Chamber Iron Chests 
700 now in use, and we still make chests in the ordinary way 
at very low prices. Slate-lined Refrigerators, Water Filters 

Letter Copying Presses, F 
76 Soul 

N. B. Country Merchants »r 


_ u __ r . for combustion, alBo for machinery 

woollens, being manufactured without acids, can always be 
purchased aud shipped in strong barrels, prepared expressly 

Lake, Atlantic, and Southern cities, also for the West Indies 
and Canadas. Apply to 



